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PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

The regular Session of the 98th General Assembly will please
come to order. Will the Members please be at their desk? Will
our guests in the galleries please rise? Our invocation today
will be given Dby Pastor Shaun Lewis, Capitol Commission,
Springfield, Illinois. Pastor Lewis.

PASTOR SHAUN LEWIS:
(Prayer by Pastor Shaun Lewis)
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
Please remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. Senator
Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:
(Pledge of Allegiance, led by Senator Jacobs)
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
Mr. Secretary, Reading and Approval of the Journal.
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senate Journal of Wednesday, May 8th, 2013.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Senator Hunter.

SENATOR HUNTER:

Madam President, I move to postpone the reading and approval
of the Journal just read by the Secretary, pending arrival of the
printed transcript.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Thank you, Senator. Senator Hunter moves to postpone the
reading and the approval of the Journal, pending arrival of the
printed transcripts. Being no objection -- there being no
objection, so ordered. Mr. Secretary, Committee Reports.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:
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Senator Landek, Chairperson of the Committee on State
Government and Veterans Affairs, reports Senate Amendment 1 to
Senate Bill 628 and Senate Amendment 4 to Senate Bill -- 2226
Recommend Do Adopt; Senate Resolution 122 Be Adopted; House Bill
479, 2764, 2879 and 3207 Do Pass; House Bills 2947, 2955, 3049 and
3260 Do Pass, as Amended; Senate Amendment 1 to House Bill 2363
and Senate Amendment 2 to House Bill 3359 Recommend Do Adopt.

Senator Martinez, Chairperson of the Committee on Licensed
Activities and Pensions, reports House Bills 140, 1849, 2517, 2767,
2993 and 2996 Do Pass; and House Bills 84, 595, 2720, 2721 and
3186 Do Pass, as Amended; Senate Amendment 1 to House Bill 3088
Recommend Do Adopt.

Senator Harmon, Chairperson of the Committee on Executive,
reports Senate Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1361 and Senate Amendment
2 to Senate Bill 2404 Recommend Do Adopt; and House Bills 1, 105,
962, 973, 996, 1351, 2408, 2418, 2620, 2747, 2869 and 2943 Do Pass;
and House Bills 11, 101, 1573 and 3133 Do Pass, as Amended.

Senator Hutchinson, Chairperson of the Committee on Revenue,
reports House Bill 438 Do Pass; and House Bills 189 and 3157 Do
Pass, as Amended.

Senator Haine, Chairperson of the Committee on Insurance,
reports House Bills 3139 and 3227 Do Pass, as Amended.

Senator Holmes, Chairperson of the Committee on Environment,
reports Senate Resolution 163 Be Adopted; House Bills {sic} 2036
Do Pass; House Bills 702 and 3319 Do Pass, as Amended.

Senator Jacobs, Chairperson of the Committee on Energy,
reports House Bills 1745, 2232, 2586 and 2753 Do Pass; and Senate
Amendment 2 to House Bill 2623 Recommend Do Adopt.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)



STATE OF ILLINOIS
98th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSION
SENATE TRANSCRIPT

48th Legislative Day 5/9/2013

Thank you, Mr. Secretary. Please read the resolutions.
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senate Resolution 299, offered by Senator Koehler and all
Members.

And Senate Resolution 300, offered by Senator McGuire and all
Members.

They are death resolutions, Madam President.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
Resolutions Consent Calendar.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senate Resolution 298, offered by Senator Trotter.
And it 1s substantive.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

James R. Carder from the Blueroomstream.com seeks leave to
videotape. Leave 1s granted. Seth Perlman, Associated Press,
requests permission to take photo. Leave 1is granted. Mr.
Secretary, House Bills 1st Reading.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:
House Bill 2520, offered by Senator Mufioz.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
1st Reading of the bill.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Senator Althoff, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR ALTHOFF:

Thank you, Madam President. ©Nice to see you in the Chair.
The Republicans would request a caucus immediately in Room 400 for
approximately forty minutes.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Thank you, Senator. And it's nice to be in the Chair. Senator
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Hastings, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR HASTINGS:

Thank you, Madam President. I rise today for a point of
personal privilege. 1I'd like to introduce a special Mayor, who I
don't represent, but I do represent. He's one of the best
lobbyists of the southwest suburbs. He Jjust so happens to be my
father. He's been Mayor of Orland Hills now for around twenty-
five years. He told me that when he took office, he had jet black
hair, and this is what happened to him. So, we Jjust want to give
him a warm Springfield welcome.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Welcome, father of Hastings and Mayor. Welcome to the
Illinois Senate. Senator Althoff moves that the Senate recess for
purpose of a forty-minute Senate Republican Caucus. Seeing no
objection, the motion is granted. The Senate now stands in recess
to the call of the Chair. After the Senate Republicans caucus,
the Senate will reconvene for the purpose of Floor action. The

Senate stands in recess to the call of the Chair.

(SENATE STANDS IN RECESS/SENATE RECONVENES)

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

The Senate will now come to order. Ed Cross from WAND-TV
requests permission to video. Leave is granted. Mr. Secretary,
Resolutions.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:
Senate Resolution 301, offered by Senator Delgado.
It is substantive, Madam President.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Senate, will you please come to
the Senate Floor? We will be going to Floor action - Floor action.
Please come to the Senate Floor for Floor action. Ladies and
Gentlemen of the Senate, please turn your Calendars to page 24, on
the top of page 24, the Order of House Bills 2nd Reading. We will
begin 2nd Readings. Senator Silverstein, on House Bill 2832. Do
you wish to proceed, Senator? He indicates he does. Mr.
Secretary, please read the gentleman's bill.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:
House Bill 2832.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. Committee on Judiciary adopted Amendment
No. 1.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Have there been any Floor amendments approved for
consideration?
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

No further amendments reported.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
3rd Reading. On the order of House Bill 2856, Senator
Bertino-Tarrant. Senator Bertino-Tarrant. Out of the record.

House Bill 2862. Senator Noland. He indicates he wish to proceed.
Mr. Secretary, please read the gentleman's bill.
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

House Bill 2862.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the Dbill. No committee or Floor amendments
reported.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
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3rd Reading. Senator Harmon, on the order of House Bill 2905.

Senator Harmon, on 2905. Out of the record. Senator Manar, on

House Bill 2918. Senator Manar. He indicates he wish to proceed.

Mr. Secretary, please read the gentleman's bill.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:
House Bill 29 -- 2918.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the Dbill.

No committee or Floor amendments

reported.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

3rd Reading. Senator Bertino-Tarrant, on Senate {sic} Bill
2934. Senator Bertino-Tarrant. Out of the record. Senator

Kotowski, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR KOTOWSKTI:

Good afternoon, Madam President.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Good afternoon, Senator.

SENATOR KOTOWSKI:

The mikes are a little bit hot today. I just wanted to take

this moment to introduce a good friend of mine, Patti Vasquez.

Patti's a stand-up comedian.
here today. She has a son
autism and is trying to make
State to get better services

and also to make sure that

She has a show on WGN Radio and she's
named Declan, who's seven, who has
sure that we figure out a way in our
for children with -- who have autism

we do our best to make sure those

services are available in a better, more comprehensive manner. So

can you please give her a great Springfield welcome - to Patti
Vasquez?
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
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Welcome, Patti, to the Illinois Senate. Senator Kotowski,
for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR KOTOWSKT:

And, by the way, she's performing on Friday in Mason City,

which is only about twenty minutes away. She's a —-- she's the
headliner there. $So, anybody who's going to be sticking around,
please go to her show. She's just off the charts funny, even as

funny as Noland is, so really funny. All right. Thanks.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

The Senate will stand at ease for a few minutes to allow the
Committee on Assignments to meet. The members of the Committee on
Assignments, will you please come to the President's Anteroom
immediately? The Senate will stand at ease. (at ease) Senator
Silverstein in the Chair.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR SILVERSTEIN)

Senator Kotowski, what purpose do you rise? Oh! (at ease)
Bob Hoehn from WICS-TV has asked leave to videotape and record.
Leave is granted. Senator Lightford back in the Chair.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Mr. Secretary, Committee Reports.
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senator Clayborne, Chairman of the Committee on Assignments,
reports the following Legislative Measures have been assigned:
Refer to Environment Committee - House Bill 1391; refer to
Executive Committee - House Bill 1375 and 2520, and House Joint
Resolution 9; refer to Labor and Commerce Committee - House Bill
922; refer to Local Government Committee - House Bill 2239; re-
refer to Assignments Committee - Senate Bills 2 -- 2555 through
2559; Be Approved for Consideration - Senate Bill 20 -- 629, Floor
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Amendment 3 to Senate Bill 1361, Floor Amendment 4 to Senate Bill
2404 and Floor Amendment 5 to Senate Bill 2404.

Signed, Senator James F. Clayborne, Chairman.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Senate, we will go to the Order
of 3rd Readings. May I please have your attention? We will be
going to the Order of 3rd Readings. Senate Bill {sic} 3rd
Readings. Senator Kotowski, on Senate Bill 1361. He indicates he
wish to proceed. He seeks leave of the Body to return Senate Bill
1361 to the Order of 2nd Reading. Leave is granted. On the Order
of 2nd Reading is Senate Bill 1361. Mr. Secretary, are there any
Floor amendments approved for consideration?

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Floor Amendment No. 2, offered by Senator Kotowski.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Senator Kotowski.

SENATOR KOTOWSKT:

Yeah. Floor Amendment No. 2 makes changes to the original
bill. I'd like to address it on 3rd Reading.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor
will say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it, and the amendment
is adopted. Are there any further Floor amendments approved for
consideration?

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Floor Amendment No. 3, offered by Senator Kotowski.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Senator Kotowski.

SENATOR KOTOWSKI:
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Thank you, Madam President. Floor Amendment No. 3 is simply
a technical amendment.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor
will say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it, and the amendment
is adopted. Are there any further Floor amendments approved for
consideration?

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

No further amendments reported.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

3rd Reading. Now on the Order of 3rd Reading is Senate Bill
1361. Senator Kotowski. Mr. Secretary, please read the bill.
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senate Bill 1361.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Senator Kotowski.

SENATOR KOTOWSKT:

Thank you very much, Madam President. Senate Bill 1361, as
amended, streamlines and modernizes the current statement of
economic interests, while also increasing disclosure and
transparency. The -- the document hasn’t been amended or changed
since 1972. {sic} It simply makes it uniform. I would like to,
you know, commend Lieutenant Governor Sheila Simon for her efforts
on this, as well as our -- our work with our counterparts on the
other side of the aisle, the Republican staff there, and Leader
Don Harmon for all his hard work on this. More than happy to

answer any questions.
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PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion on the gentleman's bill? Senator
LaHood, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR LaHOOD:

To the bill.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

To the bill, Senator.
SENATOR LaHOOD:

Thank you, Madam President. I rise in support of Senate Bill
1361 and commend Senator Kotowski for bringing this forth and also
Lieutenant Governor Sheila Simon for her leadership on this bill,
and thank them for working with us on this legislation. And, I
had two bills that were incorporated into this bill that really
brings transparency to the statement of economic interests and
sheds light on that document and, as Senator Kotowski alluded to,
it has not been updated in a long period of time. There's been a
number of editorial boards that have written about this, and this
is really bringing Illinois up to speed and compliance with
transparency. I think this is a -- a good bill and I would ask
for support. Thank you.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any further discussion? Senator Kotowski, to close.
SENATOR KOTOWSKT:

I would simply ask for an Aye vote. Thank you.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

The question is, shall Senate Bill 1361 pass. All those in
favor will vote Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have all
voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish?

Take the record. On that question, there are 52 voting Yea, 1

10
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voting Nay, 0 voting Present. Senate Bill 1361, having received
the required constitutional majority, is declared passed. Senator
Forby, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR FORBY:

Point of personal privilege.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

State your point, Senator.
SENATOR FORBY:

Today on the Floor, we have the Lieutenant Governor on the
Floor, Sheila Simon. Let's give her a big welcome for {sic} the
Senate Floor.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Welcome, Lieutenant Governor, to the Senate Chamber. Senator
Frerichs, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR FRERICHS:

For a point of personal privilege, Madam President.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Please state your point, Senator.

SENATOR FRERICHS:

I've got a visitor here today. Vincent Drake is visiting
Springfield. He's a recent graduate of Eastern Illinois
University, very interested in politics and how that -- we govern
this State. And would like to have the Senate join me in giving
him a warm welcome to our State's capital.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Welcome to the Illinois General Assembly. Please rise and be
welcomed. With leave of the Body, we will -- going to the Order
of 3rd Readings. Senate Bill 2404. President Cullerton, do you

wish to proceed? He indicates he does. Senator Cullerton seeks

11
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leave of the Body to return Senate Bill 2404 to the Order of 2nd
Reading. Leave is granted. On the Order of 2nd Reading is Senate
Bill 2404. Mr. Secretary, are there any Floor amendments approved
for consideration?
SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Floor Amendment No. 2, offered by President Cullerton.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton. Ladies and Gentlemen, please quiet down
so that the sponsor can be heard. Please quiet down. President
Cullerton.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:
Yes, thank you, Madam President. Senate Amendment No. 2

becomes the bill. It passed out of the Senate Executive Committee

yesterday. I ask for its adoption and I will explain it on 3rd
Reading.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor
will say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it, and the amendment
is adopted. Are there any further Floor amendments approved for
consideration?

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Floor Amendment No. 4, offered by President Cullerton.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:

Yes, thank you, Madam President. This amendment was discussed
in the Executive Committee yesterday. It clarifies that the State
would begin contributing one billion dollars of additional money

to the pension system in fiscal year 2020 once the pension bonds

12



STATE OF ILLINOIS
98th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSION
SENATE TRANSCRIPT

48th Legislative Day 5/9/2013

are paid off. 1I'd ask for its adoption.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor
will say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it. The amendment is
adopted. Are there any further Floor amendments approved for
consideration?

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Floor Amendment No. 5, offered by President Cullerton.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton, on Floor Amendment No. 5.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:

Yes, thank you, Madam President. This also was discussed in
committee. This amendment clarifies that if any of the benefit
changes contained in one of the Pension Code Articles is found
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, then the funding guarantee
in that Article is also invalid since the funding guarantee is an
element of consideration. I would ask for its adoption.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Is there any discussion? Senator Murphy, for what purpose do
you rise?

SENATOR MURPHY:

Question of the sponsor, Madam President.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

On the amendment, correct?

SENATOR MURPHY:
Correct.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Murphy.

SENATOR MURPHY:

13
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Mr. -- Mr. President, I know we went over number -- we're up
to No. 5. Amendment No. 3 was filed by Senator Righter. Is -- is

that going to be adopted?
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:

From what I understand, the Committee on Assignments did not
send that amendment to the Floor. I Jjust talked to Senator
Righter. I was going to discuss, in our debate on 3rd Reading,
the merits of that amendment and why I would have opposed it had
it come out of the committee.

PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Any further discussion? Senator Murphy.
SENATOR MURPHY:

Is there -- is there any reason we couldn’t just wait for the
rest of this bill till that one comes out?
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:

Well, I'm not on the Committee on Assignments and it didn't
come out. But if it did, I would have opposed it and asked people
to vote No, 'cause I don’t want it on my bill, and I'm going to
very thoroughly discuss the -- the merits of the amendment and why

I would have said no. And so I hope that would be informative in

helping you determine how to -- how you want to vote on the bill.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
No further discussion. All those in favor will say Aye.

Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have 1it, and the amendment is adopted.

Are there any further Floor amendments approved for consideration?

14
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SECRETARY ANDERSON:

No further amendments reported.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

3rd Reading. Now on the Order of 3rd Reading is Senate Bill
2404. Senator Cullerton, do you wish to proceed? He indicates he
does. Mr. Secretary, please read the gentleman's bill.

SECRETARY ANDERSON:

Senate Bill 2404.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

President Cullerton.

SENATOR J. CULLERTON:

Yes, thank vyou, Madam President, Members of the Senate.
Senate Bill 2404 with these Senate amendments represents the
pension reform proposal supported by public employee unions. This
legislation uses the contractual framework embodied in two other
House bills that passed this Chamber on bipartisan roll calls on
two occasions last Session. It's also the framework that was
sponsored by Speaker Madigan and House Leader Tom Cross in Senate
Bill 1673 last May. This bill affects four hundred and ninety-
two thousand active employees and two hundred and twenty-seven
{sic} retirees. Under the contractual framework, Tier I employees
and retirees 1in the four systems affected - General Assembly,
Teachers, State Universities and State Employees - are offered
something of wvalue, or consideration, in exchange for taking a
lower COLA or forgoing COLA increases for a certain period of time.
As I have said, the contractual approach, I believe, 1is necessary

because of the pension clause of the Illinois Constitution. Just

15
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to review, the pension clause absolutely protects the pension
rights —-- pension benefit rights of public employees contained in
the Pension Code as of when a person joins a pension system. And
I believe you cannot take unilateral reductions -- be forced on
them by the General Assembly. The clause's protection also extends
to employee contribution rates and benefit increases added during
the person's term of service. Also, while the clause does not
require the pension systems to be funded at a specific funding
ratio, it does mandate that pensions will be paid when they become
due. But since pension benefit rights are contractual in nature,
they can be changed through contract modifications of principles
- of offer, consideration and acceptance. And this legislation
uses these modification principles to obtain benefit reductions.
So, under the bill, active members would basically have three
options. They could agree to a three percent simple COLA - not a
compounded COLA, which they now have - and they would receive that
two years later than when they would otherwise receive it, and
they'd have access to retiree healthcare. They'd receive all
future salary increases as pensionable. They'd be able to enroll
in a cash balance plan, and members of the TRS would be eligible
for an early retirement option. Choice B has two -- two options
to it. They can retain their three percent compounded COLA, but
they would have no access to retiree healthcare and all their
future salary increases would be non-pensionable. But we have
added a choice even to Choice B, another option, where you could
retain your compounded COLA. There would be a three-year delay.
You can have access to retiree healthcare. And your future salary
increases will be pensionable, but you'd have to contribute an

additional two percent of your salary into the pension system.

16
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Retirees are also affected by this bill. These would be all
members who've given notice of retirement as of January 1lst, 2013,
and they would have two choices. They could keep their current
compounded COLA, but they would lose access to retiree healthcare.
Or, they can keep their compounded COLA, skip their compounded
three percent COLA on a two-year basis, and then, in exchange,
they would keep their retiree healthcare access. The bill also
does some other things. It -- it -- it also guarantees future
payments under the current funding schedule and the State would
contribute an extra one billion dollars to the systems starting in
2020. Now I think it's important that we understand how this
guarantee of future State payments under the current funding
schedule would work. We currently have a continuing appropriation
for our pension systems, where the money goes out the door. I
think it goes out once monthly. But it's true that the General
Assembly could always change that law, and if they did and, for
some reason, the certified amount was not paid, the systems are
obligated to file a lawsuit against the State to compel payment.
And if, for some reason, they didn't do that, even though it's a
fiduciary duty, any individual who chose -- any one of the seven
hundred and nineteen thousand people that have an option in this,
if they chose to take the deal, they could have standing to compel
that system to file a lawsuit. And the lawsuit's outcome 1is
predetermined. There's no defense and the court then would order
the money to come directly from the Comptroller to the systems.
There wouldn't have to be an appropriation at the General Assembly.
So we feel that is an ironclad guarantee of future funding. And
there's been other suggestions that, perhaps, another way of doing

that would be to say if the State doesn’t pay in money, then the
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actives don't have to pay in their contribution. The problem with
that is the system - if it actually came to that - the system would
actually lose money. And there'd be no way -- it would be a -- a
true, well-intended effort to make sure we didn’t underfund it,
but it sure would be 1logistically very difficult, and 1if it
actually happened, there'd be less money into the systems. And
that's why I'm not in favor of that approach. The bill creates a
Tier II Task Force that would report back to the General Assembly
about the status of Tier II benefits. Now, the Tier II system was
passed in 2010 and, for the last two years, folks who have been
hired have a much less generous pension system. And there's been
some concerns raised that we might be not in compliance with
federal law, that eventually that minimum social security benefit
levels would not be achieved, and so therefore there's a task force
to come back with any recommendations on how we can avoid falling
out of favor with the federal government. It's not a task force
to decide how we can get out of the benefits of this bill or to
propose future benefit increases; it's just designed to talk about
the problems that may have been caused, inadvertently, by us
passing that bill back in 2010. The bill also makes other changes
to implement the bill, as well as other reforms regarding who can
participate in the pension system. We obviously expect to have
the crowding out effect on our State budget be dramatically
improved by passing this bill. Our best guess as to how much money
that would be saved here is, overall, in the next thirty years, a
range, anywhere from forty-five to fifty-one billion dollars that
would be saved over the next thirty years. And in next fiscal
year, 2015, we expect, if the average was used of forty-six billion

dollars in savings, that we would have eight hundred and fifty
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thousand dollars available -- eight hundred and fifty million
dollars available for our pension system, plus at least a hundred
and fifty million to two hundred million of savings to our group
health insurance, because many people would be deciding not to
take —-- their access to health insurance, so that we would have
over a billion-dollar savings in the next fiscal year. And then
when we do our budget, we can decide what to do with that billion
dollars, but it would be a billion dollars that would not have to
be going into the pension systems or to group health. The retirees
are definitely included in this bill. This was agreed to, of
course, by the -- the -- the union representatives at the meetings
we had, and those retirees have to make a choice as well. They
are retired now. We're not going to take away any of their future
pay raises, but they do have access to group health insurance, and
so we say to them, if you want to keep your -- your compounded
COLA and you don't care about retiree healthcare access, you --
you can give it up. But if you want to keep your retiree healthcare
access, you're going to have to pay for it. And the way you pay
for it, in effect, is to take a two-year delay, a two-year freeze,
if you will, a two-year skipping of your -- your COLAs. And that
is how the retirees are -- are involved in helping out with this.
We feel that this bill, obviously, has strong, sound,
constitutional principles. Other versions of pension reform are
riskier. And we know that there's going to be litigation for sure.
Having these unions that represent public employees supportive is
helpful. Anybody can file a lawsuit, but we feel that this is an
extremely strong constitutionally supported bill. I would be happy
to answer any questions and I would urge everyone here to please

vote for the bill.
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PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)

Tremaine Williams, WGN, requests permission to video. Leave
is granted. Brittany Harris, WCIA News, requests permission to

shoot video. Leave is granted. 1Is there any discussion? Senator
Murphy, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR MURPHY:
To the bill, Madam President.
PRESIDING OFFICER: (SENATOR LIGHTFORD)
To the bill, Senator.
SENATOR MURPHY:

And, you know, Mr. President, I appreciate we had a -- a good
conversation, I think, in committee and there were a lot of
questions in committee that I don’t know that we necessarily need
to rehash all of here, but there are some points that I think need
to be made here. I think it's always important to reiterate in
this conversation that it is regrettable that we're here at all.
We've got a huge problem here that has to be solved. The fact of
the matter 1is, a promise was made to people that the State is no
longer in a position to keep. And while, you know, many of us

didn’t contribute to that particular problem arising, we're here

at this point in time where it has to be solved