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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

The Senate will please cone to order. WIlIl the Menbers
pl ease be at their desks? And will our guests in the galleries
pl ease rise? The invocation today wll be given by the Reverend
Melissa Meers, of Illiopolis Christian Church, in Illiopolis.

THE REVEREND MEL| SSA MEERS:
(Prayer by the Reverend Melissa Meers)
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Pl ease remain standing for the Pledge. Senator Link.
SENATOR LI NK:

(Pl edge of Allegiance, |ed by Senator Link)
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Madam Secretary, Communications from the Secretary of
St at e.

SECRETARY HAVKER:

July 6, 2004.

Dear Secretary Hawker - Enclosed please find a copy of
Procl amati on 2004-198, filed in my office on July 6, 2004, by
Governor Rod R Blagojevich, calling for a Special Session of
the 93rd General Assenbly, to begin at 12 o'clock p.m on
Wednesday, July 7, 2004. A notice and acconpanying Procl anmation
has been muailed today to each Menber’s Springfield office.
Sincerely, Jesse Wite, Secretary of State.

(Secretary reads Procl amati on No. 04-198)
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

The Senate is convened in the Eighth Special Session of the
93rd Ceneral Assenbly. Under the practice of this Body since
the 88th General Assenbly, the rules adopted by the 93rd General
Assenbly and its officers and commttees are in effect for the
conti nuous period of the 93rd Ceneral Assenbly, including any
Speci al Sessi on. There are three organizational resolutions
that will be adopted today. These resolutions inform the House
that the Senate is ready to conduct business, create a Senate
Commttee of five to wait upon the Governor, and create a Senate
Commttee of three people to approve the Journals for the Senate
for all days of the Special Session. Madam Secretary,
Resol uti ons.

SECRETARY HAVKER
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Senate Resolution 1, the Ei ghth Special Session, offered by

Senat or Wl ch
(Secretary reads SR No. 1)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Wel ch noves to suspend the rules for the purpose of
i medi ately adopting Senate Resolution 1. Al those in favor,
say Aye. Opposed, Nay. Senator Cronin, for what purpose do you
rise?
SENATOR CRONI N:

Sinply to request a roll call vote on the Senate
Resol uti on.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you. Senat or Cronin. See, | was going to call on
you when we were going to do the resolution, not suspend the

rules. So you're asking for a roll call to suspend the rules.

So is that what you -- your intent was?
SENATOR CRONI N:
Yes. | have two points that I'd |ike to inquire about.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)
Sur e.
SENATOR CRONI N:
Nunmber one is a roll call. And then nunber two, | just had

an inquiry of the Chair if | may, please.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)
Sure.
SENATOR CRONI N
You know, it’s July 7th and we were supposed to adjourned

on May 31st. That was the constitutional deadline. So, it’s
about thirty-seven days’ overtine. W' re here because of a
failure of |eadership on the Second Fl oor. | understand that.

But the Governor has called us here because he wants our i nput
supposedly, and | just wanted to offer sone input. Senat or
Watson is ny elected representative and |I’m confortable with him
at the bargaining table, and | feel confortable, as do ny
col l eagues that we are participating in the process. And 1’ m
confortable with that, but what |’m not confortable with is this
-- this charade called *“Special Sessions”, this whole act that
the Governor is playing his part in. And | just want to inquire
of the Chair, you know, how long will the Senate Denocrats, ny
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friends and coll eagues, stand against the three other caucuses
down here and with the Governor to pronote this charade? How
much longer will you stand with this Governor, and what is the
status of the budget negotiations? \Wiere are we on resolution
of the budget? And please spare ne the rhetoric of the notion
that you don’t want to balance the budget on the backs of the
poor and all -- please just give nme the facts and give us an
informed status report. How long will you stand with this
Governor against the will of the three other caucuses?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senator Em | Jones.
SENATOR E. JONES:

Thank vyou, Madam Presi dent. It is our duty and
responsibility to be here. |It’s not a question of standing wth
this Governor. This -- this caucus over here strongly support

educati on. We strongly support health care, and those are the
i ssues that have been debated downstairs. |l am -- as |
indicated to you nore than a week ago, all these negotiations
can be done in public as far as I’m concerned. All the Menbers

can participate. |1’mfor openness. But it’s not a question of
who's standing wth whom W tried to fulfill our
responsibility and we did pass a budget on May 31st. And trying
to put that budget together back then, everybody -- didn’t want
to participate. And -- ‘cause you did not want to participate
we still followed our responsibility and passed a budget. Now,

even though the budget may not have been agreed to - and | don’t
consider it a charade as relate to Special Session - but we nust
get the job done. And since everyone is at the table, it’s a
gi ve- and-take situation. And what’'s involved down there,
Senator, for your own edification, issues and things that we
normal ly deal with in regular Session, they are -- they gave it
a new term called “collateral issues”. They’ ve beconme part of
the process, |ike potluck dinners and things of that nature.
We’'ve spent a lot tinmes on those types of issues, which -- which
didn't -- is not part of the budgetary process. So, | know your
Leader has his concerns and -- as all others. Wen you said get
with the three, but sonetines the three has to get with the one.
See, | am strongly in favor of investing in the future. And

investing in the future is an investnent in the kids across the
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State of Illinois. And so, that nay be a philosophical
di fference along those lines, but we are com ng together. So I
do not -- I -- | don't consider it a charade for us being here.
But | think things are noving a little closer together, and
hopefully we can conme to a resolve this afternoon.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senator Cronin, do you still want a roll call on suspending
the rules? Senator Cronin, do you still want a roll call on
suspending the rules, or do you want to wait till the actual ...

SENATOR CRONI N:
The resol ution.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

That’s when | was going to call on you to speak.
SENATOR CRONI N:

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Sure. Senator Geo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Madam President and Ladies and Gentlenen of the Senate, we
have been called here to do the people’s work. And | agree wth
the President of the Senate. And | want to comrend him and |
want to commrend Senator Watson, our Leader, for their patience,
for their -- their stick-to-itiveness. But, you know, there is
a tinme when our dear Governor, and | like himvery much, has to
realize there’s just so nuch noney in the pot and no nore. And
he should try to get us out of here expeditiously, because |I'm
getting calls back honme that say they're very mad at the
Gover nor. | don't want to see anybody nad at anyone, but |’'m
telling you the truth. W’ve got to get down to business, but
it has to come from the Governor and | feel that the President
of the Senate has been very patient. And our Leader -- our
Republ i can Leader, Senator Watson, has been very patient. And
11 tell you sonmething, the nore this goes on, the nore people
are not just ridiculing us, they're ridiculing the Governor.
And | don’t want to see that happen.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you, Senator Ceo-Karis. Senator Vel ch noves to
suspend the rules for the purpose of imediately adopting Senate
Resolution 1. Al those in favor, say Aye. Qpposed, Nay. The
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Ayes have it, and the rules are suspended. Senat or Wel ch now
noves for the adoption of Senate Resolution 1. This will be a
roll call. The question is, shall Resolution 1 be adopted. Al

those in favor will vote Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there
are 36 Yeas, 17 Nays, none voting Present. And the Senate
Resolution 1, having received the required majority, is adopted.
Madam Secretary, Resol utions.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Resolution 2, the Eighth Special Session, offered by
Senat or Wl ch

(Secretary reads SR No. 2)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)

Senat or Wel ch noves to suspend the rules for the purpose of
i medi ately adopting Senate Resolution 2. Al those in favor
say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it, and the rules are
suspended. Senator Welch now noves the adoption of Senate
Resolution 2. Those in favor, say Aye. (Opposed, Nay. The Ayes
have it, and the resolution is adopted. WMadam Secretary,
Resol uti ons.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate Resolution 3 of the Eighth Special Session, offered
by Senator Wl ch.

(Secretary reads SR No. 3)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Wel ch noves to suspend the rules for the purpose of
i mredi ately adopting Senate Resol ution 3. Al those in favor,
say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it, and the rules are
suspended. Senator Welch now noves for the adoption of Senate
Resolution 3. Those in favor, say Aye. Opposed, Nay. The Ayes
have it, and the resolution is adopted. Chi cago Tri bune seeks

| eave to photograph the proceedings. Leave is granted. There
being no further business to cone before the Ei ghth Special
Session, the Senate stands adjourned until 12 p.m, Friday -
noon, Friday, July 9th, 2004, in Perfunctory Session. The
Ei ght h Speci al Session of the Senate stands adjourned.



