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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

The regular Session of the 93rd GCeneral Assenbly wll
pl ease cone to order. WII the Menbers please be at their desks?
Madam Secretary, Readi ng and Approval of the Journal.

SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Journal of Sunday, June 27, 2004, in the regular
Sessi on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Hai ne.

SENATOR HAI NE:

Madam President, | nove that the Journal just read by the
Secretary be approved, unless a Menber of the Senate has
additions or corrections to offer.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)

Senat or Haine noves to approve the Journals just read by
the Secretary. There being no objection, so ordered. Senat or
Geo-Karis, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Madam Pr esi dent .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Yes, ma’ am
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

And Ladies and Gentlenen of the Senate, we are in Session
now, are we not?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

W' re in regular Session currently.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

| -- 1 am betw xt and between. | -- | think I would Iike
to pray to the Governor that he neet with both parties, both his
House and Senate, Denocrats, and resolve this issue for us,
al ong with our Republican counterparts. Because we’'re going too
long. The 4th of July is the date of independence of this
country and the nore we stay here the madder the public is going
to get. And | think it behooves us to work as earnestly and as
expeditiously as possible to get the -- the budget done and over
wth and so we can go hone and face our people. Because they're
plenty mad as it is and they blame us. And we're here to do the
country’s -- the State’s business. W were here yesterday.

Not hi ng was done. So, please, | wurge both parties to work
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together, and the Governor too, work together and get a
meani ngful conprom se so we can go hone.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you, Senator Geo-Karis. | think we all agree. Madam
Secretary, Resolutions.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Resolution 610, offered by Senator Shadid and all
Menbers.

And Senate Resolutions 611 through 614, offered by Senator
Lauzen and all Menbers.
They’'re all death resol utions.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Resol uti ons Consent Cal endar. Madam Secretary, Conmittee
Reports.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senator Viverito, Chairman of the Commttee on Rules,
reports the follow ng Legislative Measures have been assigned:
Refer to Education Committee - Floor Amendnent No. 2 to House
Bill 759.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Madam Secretary, Message fromthe House.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

A Message fromthe House by M. Mhoney, d erk.

M. President - | am directed to inform the Senate
that the House of Representatives has adopted the follow ng
joint resolution, in the adoption of which |I'm instructed to
asked the concurrence of the Senate, to wt:

House Joi nt Resol ution 83.

It is substantive.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senator del Valle, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

For purposes of an announcenent, Madam President. The...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

State your... go ahead.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

The Senate Education Conmttee will neet at 2 o'clock in
Room 212.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)
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Thank you. Senator Jacobs, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR JACOBS:

Thank you, Madam President. For purpose of announcenent,
pl ease.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

State your announcenent.

SENATOR JACOBS:

The Senate I|nsurance and Pensions Conmittee will neet in
Room 400 at 2 o' cl ock.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you. Senator Hendon, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR HENDON

Thank you, Madam President. | just wanted to say | -- | --
we are here in overtinme and | would just like to appeal to
Leader Watson to see the light and allow the Governor to pass
the budget that he needs to pass so we can get out of here. So
those who can get the Leader to cooperate, both sides of the
aisle, it would be a wonderful thing.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)

Thank you. Thank you, Senator Hendon, for allow ng many
more lights to conme on. Senat or Rauschenberger, for what
pur pose do you rise?

SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER:

Poi nt of personal privil ege.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

State your point.

SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER

| would just |ike Senator Hendon and the Menbers to know
that Menbers on that side of the aisle have been w dely quoted
as saying that the budget that you passed was not the final
budget . So | guess we’'re concerned, Senator Hendon. It seens
to be the Senate President and the Governor who are having a
hard time playing well in the sand box together. So if we could
move along, you know, | would really love to get hone. [ m
runni ng out of work projects to do at ny Springfield residence.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Burzynski, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR BURZYNSKI
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Thank you, Madam President. Just to first of all -- well,
an inquiry of the Chair. But I'd just like to take note and

make an announcenent that, you know, it’s less than six nonths
until Christmas and | was very concerned that we mght not get
hone prior to Christmas so | wore a Christmas tie today. And,
you know, just thinking ahead. | thought it’d be appropriate if
we just made nmention of that, but what is our schedule today?
Do you have any -- we’ve got sonme committee hearings | noticed

t hat have been announced. Are we going to cone back in after

those coomittee hearings, or -- or do we know yet?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Senat or Burzynski, we wll soon be going to the Oder --

Order of Concurrences. Senator Hendon, for what purpose do you

rise?
SENATOR HENDON:

Well, | rise to apologize to the Chair. |I'msorry to cause
you any type of consternation. Senator Rauschenberger, it -- it
was -- it’s called a joke. Just a -- just a joke. Loosen up a
little bit.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you, Senator Hendon. Okay. |f everybody can open up
their Calendar to page 17. Secretary’ s Desk - Concurrences. On
the Order of Concurrence, Senate Bills, is Senate Bill 334. (On,
no. 184. 334. Senat or Roskam do you wi sh to proceed? Madam
Secretary, please read the notion.

SECRETARY HAVKER:

| nmove to concur with the House in the adoption of their

Amendnent No. 2 to Senate Bill 334.
Motion filed by Senator Roskam
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Roskam to explain your notion.
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you, Mdam President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Bill 334 is an attenpt to deal with a problem
that has come up in ny Senate district and potentially could
conme up in a nunber of other Senate districts. There is an
arrangenent right now whereby churches are |easing property for
-- for use in their parking lots to Metra, so that Metra is able

to park cars and -- and so forth. The churches recently were
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told by the local assessors that there was no legal authority
for themto do that and not becone a taxable piece of property.
If that view prevails, then churches are sinply not going to be
able to offer their property to lease to Mtra and other
transportation organizations. This sinmply is an attenpt to
clarify that, to let thementer into these |ease arrangenents so
that there’s no anbiguity whereby they would jeopardize their
tax exenpt status. We’'ve -- we've passed this out, 1 think,
nearly unaninously within the past few weeks and it got hung up
in the House, and I -- | urge its passage and nmake the notion to
concur.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

| s there any di scussion? Senator Link.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you, Madam President. WIIl the sponsor vyield for
sone questions?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Sponsor indicates he'll yield.
SENATOR LI NK:

Senat or Roskam you know, | -- | have no problem of this
bill, as it went through Revenue Committee, which | chair, and
all that, but | just have a couple quick questions on this

thing. M first questionis, is this an exception to the PTELL?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)
Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM
Could you repeat the question? Dd you ask: Is it an
exception to PTAB?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)
Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:
Tax cap.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM
Not to ny know edge, Senator.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:
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Are you -- ny -- ny question is, is this exenpting property
that wouldn’t normally be exenpt?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

There is -- thank you for the question. I think I
understand what you're asking ne. There’s currently property
that is exenpt. It’s church -- a -- a parking lot of -- of a
church, for exanple. That’s -- that 1is currently exenpt
property. \What they’ ve done is, they' ve -- they ve entered into
a lease arrangenent with Metra and the assessor has said, “Wll,
that’s not an exenpt -- that’s a non-exenpt use. Ther ef or e,
we’'re going to assess you.” Because they -- the assessor says
they -- they -- they interpret the statute in such a way -- the
current statute in such a way that the assessor says, “l have no
legal ability to do anything else.” What this bill says is, no,
you can absolutely do that for this limted transportation
purpose. You can enter into those |ease arrangenents and still
enj oy your tax exenption as a religious institution.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Are -- is the church going to be getting noney from this?
Are they going to be getting noney from the nass transit
district for the -- the rental of this property and yet still
being able to keep this tax exenpt? So they're getting the
benefit of both on this. And what |I'mtrying to get at, I'm --
|’ mokay with this on the church, but this is something that you
argue with us all the tinme when we try to do this. And -- but
now it seens it’s okay. And this is what ny point gets to. It

seens that it’'s okay when it's in -- in one of your districts,
but it’s -- it’'s bad when it’s in one of our districts. | -- |
mean, | have no problemw th this, because |I think there -- this

is what we’'ve tried to argue nmany of tines, that there are
exceptions to the tax cap, there are exceptions that need to be
| ooked at, there are exceptions that we have to work on. Thi s
is one of those particular exceptions. | have no problem wth
it. W -- we let it out of commttee. We voted it out of

committee. But this is one of those cases of exactly what we' ve
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tal ked about nunmerous anount of tines. W always get voted
agai nst when we talk about it, and you vote agai nst, | think,
99.9 percent of the time, and the reason |I'm saying not a

hundred percent, because |I'’m sure you're going to vote for this
one. And this is what nmy problemis. Wy is it good now, but
it’s not good when it’s in one of the other districts that it
is? These are an exception. It’s a good exception. It’'s a
necessary exception for the church. It’s an understandabl e
exception, but why is it good now? | wll be voting for it, as
| voted for it out of commttee, but | think you mnmust realize
when we present these exceptions there’'s exceptions, in other
cases that you should look at a little bit clearer.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you for the endorsenent, Senator Link, and for vyour

Yes vote. | appreciate it very nuch. Just for clarity. | vote
agai nst tax caps -- exenptions a hundred percent of the tine.
This is not a tax cap exenption. It doesn’'t have anything to do

with tax caps. And | think it’s inportant for folks to realize
that. So, with that, if there’'s any other questions, I'Il do ny
best to answer them and if not, | would urge an Aye vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

This is final action, and the question is, shall the Senate
concur in House Anmendnent No. 2 to Senate Bill 334. Those in
favor will vote Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there are 52
Yeas, none voting Nay, none voting Present. And the Senate
concurs in House Amendnent No. 2 to Senate Bill 334, having

received the required three-fifths constitutional mpjority, and
it's declared passed. Senator Cl ayborne. W are now on page 19.
Secretary’s Desk, Concurrences. Senator C ayborne, do you w sh
to proceed on 1897? Madam Secretary, please read the notion.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

| nove to concur with the House in the adoption of their
Amendnment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1897.
Motion filed by Senator Cl ayborne.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
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Senator C ayborne, to explain your notion.
SENATOR CLAYBORNE:

Thank you. I nove to concur with House Anmendnent No. 1.
Makes clarifying |anguage to changes to the newy created State
O ficials and Enpl oyees Ethics Act, as well as changes to nake
accommodation in the Pension Code for enployees of the Ethics
Conmi ssion and Ofice of Inspector General. Basically, it nmakes
several changes. One, states that political -- commttee funds
can be wused for expenses incurred by State officials in
furtherance of their gover nient al and political service
function. And it permts the Legislative Inspector Ceneral, any
enpl oyee in the Legislative Inspector General’s Ofice and any
enpl oyee in the Legislative Ethics Commission to serve without
i npact on any pension benefit fromprior State service, but only
if enployed on a part-tine basis.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

I s there any di scussion? Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you, Madam President. I rise in support of this
Senate Bill 1897 and the concurrence nmotion. It canme out of the
Executive Conmttee unaninously and | urge its passage.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

This is final action. The question is, shall the Senate
concur in House Anmendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 1897. Those in
favor wll vote Aye. (Opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there are 48 Yeas,
none voting Nay, none voting Present. And the Senate concurs in
House Anendnment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1897. The bill, having
received the required three-fifths constitutional majority, is
decl ared passed. Page 22 on the Calendar, under Secretary’s
Desk, Concurrences. Senator Rutherford, do you wi sh to proceed?
Madam Secretary, please read the notion.

SECRETARY HAVWKER:
| nove to concur with the House in the adoption of their
Amendnment No. 1 to Senate Bill 2944.
Motion filed by Senator Rutherford.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Senator Rutherford, to explain your notion.
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SENATOR RUTHERFORD:

Thank you. Well, since we're here doing the people’s
busi ness anyway, it seens an appropriate tine to try to respond
to sonmething that got |eftover come May 31st. W passed out of
here a bill wunaninously that went to the -- went to the House
and there was a suggestion from the large county areas public
heal th inspectors to put in a provision that would allow themto
still have purview over gatherings of -- of food and fell owship
if it happened to take place in a public property such as a
forest preserve. So for that reason, we’'ve added a -- an
amendnent in the House and | woul d ask for concurrence.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

s there any discussion? Seeing none, this is final
action. The question is, shall the Senate concur in House
Anmendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 2944. Those in favor will vote

Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Take

the record. On that question, there are 51 Yeas, 1 voting Nay,

none voting Present. And the Senate concurs in House Anmendnent
No. 1 to Senate Bill 2944. And the bill, having received the
required three-fifths constitutional maj ority, is declared

passed. Senator Jacobs, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR JACOBS:

Thank you, Madam President. The announcenment | made
previously in regards to the Insurance and Pensions Conmittee
forget that. W’re not going to hold one today. W’ Il probably
do it tonorrow
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Thank you, Senator Jacobs. The regular Session of the
Senate will stand in recess to the call of the Chair. Senat e

stands in recess.

( SENATE STANDS | N RECESS/ SENATE RECONVENES)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
The regular Session of the Senate will conme to order.
There being no further business to cone before the Senate, the

regul ar Session of the Senate stands adjourned until the hour of
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12:25 p.m on Tuesday, June 29th, 2004. The regular Session of
t he Senate stands adj ourned.
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