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PRESI DENT JONES:
The regular Session of the 93rd General Assenbly wll

pl ease cone to order. WIIl our Menbers please be at their
desks? WIl our guests in the galleries please rise? The
invocation today will be given by Rick WIllianms -- Pastor Rick
Wlliams of the N antic Christian Church in N antic, Illinois.

Pastor WIIiamns.
PASTOR RI CK W LLI AVS:

(Prayer by Pastor Rick WIIians)
PRESI DENT JONES:

Please remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

(Pl edge of All egiance, |ed by Senator Link)
PRESI DENT JONES:

Madam Secretary, Readi ng and Approval of the Journal.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senat e Journal of Wdnesday, May 5, 2004.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Hai ne.
SENATOR HAI NE:

Thank you, M. President. M. President, | nove that the
Journal just read by the Secretary be approved, unless a Menber
of the Senate has additions or corrections to offer.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Hai ne noves to approve the Journal just read by the
Secretary. There being no objection, so ordered. WAN-TV {sic}
and FOX-TV seek |leave to tape the -- the proceedings. |Is |eave
grant ed? No objections. So ordered. Madam Secretary,
Resol uti ons.

SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Resolution 524, offered by Senator Haine and all
Menber s.

And Senate Resolution 525, offered by Senator Harnon and
al |l Menbers.

They’ re both death resol utions.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Resol uti ons Consent -- Cal endar. Senat or Shadi d, what

pur pose you rise?
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SENATOR SHADI D:

Thank you, M. President. A point of personal privilege.
PRESI DENT JONES:

State your point.

SENATOR SHADI D:

M. President, in the President’s Gallery are constituents
of the late Senator Vince Denuzio, Bill, Paula, Katie Manar,
residents of Bunker H Il in Mcoupin County. They are the
parents and sister of our assistant Appropriation Drector, Andy
Manar . Katie works for the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers and has spent the last five nonths in Kuwait. She
just arrived back hone on Tuesday night. Wuld you please help
me wel cone themto Springfield?

PRESI DENT JONES:

WIl our guests in the gallery please rise? Senat or
Patri ck Wl ch, what purpose you rise?

SENATOR WELCH:

A point of order, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

State your point.

SENATOR WELCH:

Senator Silverstein is not here. He's back in the district
on | egi sl ative business.
PRESI DENT JONES:

The record shall so reflect. Senat or Burzynski, what
pur pose you rise?
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. Just to let the record reflect
that Senator Syverson is back in the district having a checkup
on his recent shoul der surgery.

PRESI DENT JONES:

The record shall so reflect. Madam Secretary, Conmittee
Reports.

SECRETARY HAWKER

Senators Cullerton and Dillard, Co-Chairpersons of the
Committee on Judiciary, report Senate Anendnent No. 2 to House
Bill 575, Senate Amendnment No. 1 to House Bill 3882, Senate
Anmendnment No. 2 to House Bill 4135, Senate Amendnent No. 2 to
House Bill 4318, Senate Anmendnent No. 1 to House Bill 4949,
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Senate Amendnent No. 1 to House Bill 6574, Senate Amendnent No.
1 to Senate Bill -- pardon ne, to House Bill 6683, and Senate
Amendment No. 3 to House Bill 7057, all Be Adopted.

PRESI DENT JONES:

W will now proceed to the Oder of Resolutions Consent
Cal endar. Wth |eave of the Body, all those resolutions read in
today will be added to the Consent Cal endar. Madam Secretary,
has there been any objection filed to any resol ution?

SECRETARY HAWKER

There have been no objections filed, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any further discussion? If not, shall the
resolutions on the Consent Cal endar be adopted? Al in favor
signify by saying Aye. No Nays. Ayes have it. Mtion carries.
The resolutions are adopted. Senator Wl ch noves to suspend the
rules for the purpose of imredi ate consideration and adopti on of
Senate Joint Resolution 79. Those in favor wll signify by
saying Aye. No Nays. The resolution is adopted {sic}. Senator
Wel ch noves for the adoption of Senate Joint Resolution 79. Al
in favor of the resolution, signify by saying Aye. And Nays.
Ayes have it. The resolution’s adopted. Followi ng the
resolution for Senator Denuzio, Senate Joint Resolution -- 79,
the Senate will stand and adjourn till the hour of 12 noon on
Tuesday. And a point of information for all Menbers as it
relate to our schedule for next week. W are scheduled to be in
Fri day, Saturday and Sunday. It is ny intent for us not to be
in those three days. Only on an energency nature would we be in
Session on Friday. So, | know many of you have concern, because
you want to make your plans and do various things. So, it is
the intent for us not to be in Session. We' Il cancel the
Session for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Senat or Debbi e
Hal vorson in the Chair.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

WIl the Menbers please be in their seats? WII| the staff
pl ease retire to the galleries? WII the Doornen please secure
the doors? Madam Secretary, Resol utions.

SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate Joint Resolution 78, offered by President Jones and

all Menbers.
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(Secretary reads SJR No. 78)
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)
Senat or Shadi d.
SENATOR SHADI D:

Thank you, Madam President. Deanna, Brad, Stephanie,
Denmuzio famly, it gives ne great honor and a pleasure to be
able to say some words about Vince. Wen | cane to the Senate
in May of 1993, a very good friend of mne, who I'’m sure you
knew, Jack Livengood - and he used to work for the State
Treasurer’s Ofice - he told nme, “Wwen you get down to

Springfield, you look up that guy Denuzio. That’s the first

thing you should do.” So |I always do what |I'm told, you know.
And so | said, well -- 1 did. | went to Vince's office. He was
sitting at his desk, and | introduced nyself. He says, in his
gruff voice -- you know how Vince sort of canme off being pretty

gruff, and if you didn’t know him you' d be scared to death, you
know? So he -- he said, “Wll, if youre a friend of Jack
Li vengood’ s and he sent you down here, then you're going to be a
friend of mne.” So those words, |I’'Il tell you, when Vince says
you're his friend, you can go to the bank. That’'s the kind of
guy he was. Vince steered ne in the right direction and gave ne
sone good advi ce. He was always giving nme advice, °‘cause he
knew how | was. | needed advice, so.. And the first advice he
gave ne was, he says, to make sure that ny canpaign coffers were
al ways full. And then he proceeded to wite nme a check for ny
canpai gn account. |’ ve never forgotten that. And as the years
go by, 1’'ve realized that Vince knew what he was tal king about.
Because if you don’t have an opponent, |’m sure you know you
will have one if you don't have any noney in your bank and in
your canpai gn account. You know, another story I'd like to tell
-- and when | got down here | didn’'t have a secretary because
the other one left with Vince’'s good friend, Dick Luft. And --
and so | didn't have a secretary for three or four weeks and |
was getting all kinds of advice on who | should hire and why I
should hire any particular person. And, you know, | -- 1 had
been around a little bit and I was very careful who | was going
to hire. And so | finally did interview a young |ady and she was
recomrended by two very good friends of mne, and | respected

their reconmmendati on. And | interviewed her and | hired her.
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And so the next day |I’mon the Floor, it’s about |ike here, and
Vince is over there sitting down in his chair, and he comes up
to me and says -- nudges ne on the arm he says, “Wll, you
hired a secretary, didn't you?” Well, Em!l, you were absolutely
correct that Vince knew everything going on, and he should have
been in the C A So, | said, “Yeah,” and | act like | wasn’'t

too happy about it. Turned around and wal ked away, went to the

bat hroom Well, he followed nme in there. He said, “Wat’s the
matter with you?” He said, “What are you upset about?” | said,
“Well, now that you ask ne, I'"'mgoing to tell you what |’ m upset
about . After | hired her, | found out she was Italian and |
t hought she was Lebanese. And then | found out she had sone
relationship with you, sone kind of a relative.” | said,
“That’s why.” And | wal ked away from him Needl ess to say, he
followed me and grabbed nme and told nme some things | can't

mention here. And so | found out this: That if Vince thought he

could intimdate you, then you were in trouble. WelIl, that --
knowng nme, | retaliated, and we becane the best of friends. |
can't tell you, really, how nuch | |oved that guy. He’s a guy

you could count on. W have seen many sides of Vince Denuzio.
And, to ne, he was one of the best |egislators and one of the
best people | know. I’'Ill just give you one other exanple. When
my son, George, was -- was diagnosed with cancer, Vince was |ike
a rock, and | knew that my son got a friend. H m and ny son,
George, had nmany conversations and those conversati ons hel ped ny
son keep his spirits up. Excuse ne. Presi dent Kennedy once
said that one man can make a difference and every man shoul d

Vince Denmuzio was one of those rare people. He nade a
difference as a husband, father and grandfather. And I think he
made a difference in the lives of all of us, and he nade a
difference in the benefit of the citizens -- to the benefit of
the citizens of this State in his work, which he truly |loved, as
the Senate’s nobst |ongest-serving Menber. You know, in life it
doesn’t matter what we own or how nuch we have. Cars, houses,
noney. VWhat matters nost is how we |ived and how we | oved

Vince lived with us and | oved us. He always tried to understand
the way other people felt. Vince -- Denuzio nmade it matter to
others that he was there for his famly, there for his friends,

and there for the people of this great State. And for those of
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us who were privileged to know himand |oved him we’ll mss him
very, very much. Catherine, his nother, |lost a son. Deanna has
| ost a husband. Brad and Stephanie have | ost a father. W have
lost a friend. And the people of the State of Illinois have
| ost a great | eader. I was visiting with Denny Jacobs and we

were wondering what Vince was doing upstairs with the big guy.

And Denny says, “Well, I’'Il tell you what. He hasn’'t been there
very long, but you can bet assured that he’'s got everything
under control and organized.” That’s the kind of guy he was.
Let us all here who remain behind to do the people’s work

dedi cate ourselves to do it the way Vince would have wanted us
to -- to do, with the people’'s interest first and forenost.
And, Deanna, just something personal. | have a -- during the
time we were up here, every once in a while I'd run over there
and hug Vince. You know, | just mght get carried away sone
time, cone over and hug you. Don’t take it wong. And ny wfe,
Lorrai ne, understands ‘cause she |l oves you also. Thank you very
nmuch.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)

Senat or Wat son.
SENATOR WATSON

Excuse nme. Thank you, Madam President. Deanna and Brad and
St ephani e and the Denuzio famly, we welconme you here and we're
sorry for the circunstances by which you have to be here.
Deanna, will be seeing nore of you as tine goes on. And we’'l
obviously welcone you at a later tinme to this process. It’'s
kind of -- | think it’s -- well, we'll talk about that at a
different time. | -- 1 want to tell you, | attended the funera
on -- on Saturday and GCeorge was asked -- George Shadid was
asked to do the -- the eulogy for -- for us in the Senate.
George, you did a great job, and | was proud to have you
representing us and -- and your best wishes to the famly and --
and your nenorializing of Vince, a very great, great friend and
| eader of this State. Vince was a gentleman. W all -- and as
you said, you didn't always think so. If you knew Vince, you
didn’t always think he was a gentleman, ‘cause he -- he'd grab
your hand and he’'d alnost |ike want to break it. Have you ever
-- did he ever did that to you, where he’d grab your hand and
just -- like he's going to break it in half? 1°d go, what is
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this all about? You know, but he’s -- that was his style if you

-- you're right, CGeorge. |If he thought he could intimdate you
he’d do it. That was his way of getting things done. And he

was -- he was very, very effective. Very effective of it. W -
- we represented neighboring districts, and, in fact, Vince
represented a good portion of -- of ny honme county at one tine.
And 1'd get here -- and he’'d read the Geenville Advocate. |
nmean, he was -- he read -- he nust -- | don’t know how many
newspapers he nust read every day to -- to have been able to

keep up with what was going on in his district, because his
constituents and his people back hone, that’s what he cared
about. That's -- that’s who mattered nost to Vince Denuzio. And
| -- you know, here I am |I'm from Geenville and he’d have ny
G eenville Advocate right there on his desk telling ne what's

going on in my honmetown - a very, very constituent-oriented
| egi sl ator. And we all -- | think Vince Denuzio exenplified
everything that’s good about this process. He was so proud to

serve here. He had such an institutional know edge and he had

such a respect for the process that we all should - and | said
this earlier, | said this the other day - we all should enmul ate
the exanple that -- that Vince Denuzio brought to this Chanber.

| mentioned the fact that we had nei ghboring districts. Wen --
in 1982, | -- 1 -- 1 was elected to the House in *78, and | cane
over here in '82 after the remap, and | had to nove. Sone of
you’ ve been involved in those kinds of things in the past called

the “remap”. The line was drawn through Bond County, and ny
home was in -- in fact, Vince Denuzio was on the ballot when I
went in to vote in 1982. | couldn’t even vote for nyself. So,
anyway, the -- the line of the district went right through ny
front yard. And so | had Vince -- | said, “Vince, 1'd like for
you to cone out” - and we’'ve got this line posted so we know
exactly that we’'re in the district - “and | want you -- you
stand on one side, 1'll stand on the other side. W'I|I|l shake
hands. Click. Take a picture.” And we did that. And the front
yard -- he -- he represented ny front yard. And we -- we joked

about that a |ot. We joked about that a |ot. And he was --
that’'s one thing about him his sense of hunor, that -- that
really kind of brought reality to what we do here, that we don’'t
need to necessarily take ourselves so seriously. The Audit
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Commission. | see Bill Holland s here, our Auditor Ceneral. I
served wth Vince on the Audit Commi ssion, and it was nentioned
in the -- in the resolution, for many, nany years. That -- and
if you haven’t done that, that’s sonething, as Menbers, that you
ought to | ook to do. You get a great opportunity to interact

with directors and really find out the nuts and bolts of what’s

happeni ng. But Vince had a real passion for the Audit
Commi ssion. In fact, | thought at one point in tine that’s what
he was going to do, is becone Auditor Ceneral. But he really
did. He loved to grill these -- the directors would cone in and

you' d have a finding, an audit finding. There d be a problemin
an agency and Vince was the first one - didn't matter who it was
that came in to that -- that Commi ssion - that would tal k about
the problens, and “get your act in order. Get it straightened
out. We represent the people of this State.” And he was al ways
concerned about the integrity of the process here in -- in

Springfield, whether it was the director of an agency or here on

the Senate Floor. One thing | think that -- that we're all
going to mss, at -- many of us, is when -- and |I’ve said this
to people back home when -- when -- that if an issue divides

this State from a geographic point of view, which oftentines it

happens -- | always say there’'s three geographic areas in this
St at e. There’ s Chi cago. There’s the suburbs, collar county
ar ea. And then there’'s the rest of us downstaters. | al ways
was confortable when Vince Denuzio was in the room and -- that
he would protect the interests of downstate. And -- and he was
able to work -- he -- he -- he clinbs to the level of a Majority

Leader with the philosophy of very parochial in his views about

this process and representing downstate interests. So -- and
here he was Chairman of the Denocrat Party. | believe the only
downst at er nmaybe to have done that. He -- so even though he was

parochial in his views and the way he presented hinself, he had

the respect. He had the respect of people and -- and his own --
his own coll eagues. To be able to rise to that level is -- says
a |lot about the man. Says a great deal about the nman. You
know, the -- | nentioned the respect for the Senate and that’s
certainly -- the institutional know edge that he had. You know,
the last Floor action, unfortunately, that -- that Vince -- not
necessarily unfortunately. It 11 be sonmething 1’11 al ways
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remenber. And | don’t know if you were here, Deanna, when --
when Stan Waver -- yes, you were here. ‘Cause we had the
reception in ny office. But when -- and | understand that Vince

actually rested a couple of days so that he’'d have the strength

to be able to deliver the -- the eulogy and the statenent in
behal f of Stan Waver. |Is -- is that correct? So, the -- that
tells you -- here’s a guy who was suffering, had to be

suffering. W don’t know how bad it was. W have no idea. But
what he wanted to do, in sone of his last days of his life, he

wanted to come here and say good things about a fornmer Senator

and friend, Stan Waver. I mean, that just says volunes about
the character, the character of the individual we're -- we're
speaki ng of here today. So, on behalf of -- of this caucus --
and | thank you for letting me be a part of this -- this
cerenony today and for asking nme to participate. | do appreciate
that very nuch. And you have -- you and your famly, Deanna,
have -- have our deepest synpathies and -- and we're going to

have -- when you -- when you arrive here, why, the -- the | egacy
will continue. The legacy wll go on. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Wl ch.
SENATOR WELCH

Thank you, Madam Present. Menbers of the Denuzio famly,
fell ow Senators, Ladies and Gentlenen, friends of Vince Denuzio
all, we are here today to comenorate, to recall and to
celebrate the |ife and tinmes of one of the greatest Menbers ever
to serve in this Body, the State Senate of the State of
[I1linois, Vince Denuzio. Robert F. Kennedy once said that each
of us nust becone involved in the actions and passions of our
time or risk being judged never to have lived. Al of us nust
make choices in our lives, and Vince's choice to go into public
service certainly met the challenge set forth by Robert Kennedy.
Thirty years ago Vince was sworn in as a new Senator. Two years
| ater he rebelled against the Senate Leadership and held up the
organi zation of the Body for five weeks through one hundred and
eighty-six roll calls for the Presidency of the Senate. For
that opportunity and that work on Vince's part, he was dubbed a
menber of the “Crazy Eight” along with seven of his colleagues.

And what seened an annual basis down here, he would recall to us
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Menbers, in particular the newer Menbers, how downstate didn't
have their own |eader at the time, how commttees didn't
represent independent interests outside of Chicago and how new
Menbers were expected to be seen and not heard. But |ike the
old warrior recalling his past battles and showing his scars,

Vince would recall those days and those fights as if they were

yest er day. A few years later Vince fought one of his nost
fanmobus battles when a landfill was found to be |eaking toxic
waste in his own district. The placenent of landfills at that
time was determined with little or no input from your I ocal

community. Al that was required was a State permt. Vince |ed
the fight to give the average man and wonman the right to say no
to a landfill in their backyard. He wanted it required that
sonething as sinple as public hearings be held in a |ocal
community before any siting of a landfill took place. That
bill, the Local Solid Waste Disposal Act, even today, is known
as Senate Bill 172 and has been known so for the last twenty-
four years. But, you know, Vince could be very pragmatic when
he was a Menber. Here, not too |long ago when | was sitting next
to Vince, he -- he was in here and he was thundering, as he
sonetinmes did. He was adamant about not confirmng this nom nee
for another term in office in one of the State boards. He
absolutely was going to nake sure that person was defeated. He
wanted nme to help him the next day when the |ist of nom nees
came up before the Senate. So the next day | was here. W're
ready for a battle and -- and the report listing the
appointnments was being read, and | noticed that the nom nee
Vince wanted to defeat was read out and Vince hadn’'t done
anyt hi ng. And | asked Vince, “Vince, wasn't that the person
just yesterday you said you wanted to defeat?” And Vince said,
“Son, sonetinmes things go bunmp in the night around here, and
| ast night sonmething went bunp.” And -- and then he started
that laugh of his that was just contagious and all you could do
was just laugh with him In his later years, Vince returned to
college to receive a Master of Arts degree in education and
public policy. Hs conmtnent to education issues in Illlinois
and his know edge of the subject made nmany of us wonder what
t hat school could possibly teach him Al though he didn't retire
fromthe Senate to becone a professor, he was a teacher, and he

10
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taught us by word and exanple how to get |egislation passed, how
to build coalitions, how to show | eadership when needed and how
to follow when that -- when that was the better course to pursue
and how to accommpdate colleagues when they have differing
opinions. In short, he taught us what a Senator should be. \Wen
| think of Vince, I'm rem nded of sonething that Shakespeare
wr ot e. He wote that, “There is a tide in the affairs of nen,
whi ch, taken at the flood, |leads on to fortune; omtted, all the
voyage of their life is bound in shallows and in mseries.”
But, you know, we are the fortunate ones here that Vince Denuzio
took that challenge of running for State Senator because of his
passion for hel ping people and his actions on their behalf. And
all of us are better, better Senators and better people, for
havi ng Vince Demuzi o as our colleague and friend. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Geo- Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Madam Presi dent, and Deanna and famly, the Dermuzio famly,
and friends and relatives of Vince Denuzio, | was in the House
when | first met Vince, the -- I’mthe next perennial over here,
going on thirty-two years in the Legislature, but nmy fond
menories of Vince are many. Vince didn't even mnd that Ceorge
Shadid was not Italian. In fact, he was very good to Ceorge
Shadi d. And Vince was the kind of person who |iked everyone.
The -- one of the fondest nenories we had, of course, is when
the Jewi sh Federation invited a nunber of legislators to go to
| srael . Vince and Deanna were with us. W had a ball. He had a
great mnd of research. He wanted to research everything. W -
- Deanna would have to pull him out places to get him noving
‘cause we had to keep going. And he just loved it, because
Vince was born with a thirst for know edge. He never stopped
researching. Deanna was right there with him W would sing in
the bus and we would chat away. W went to all the places that
the Jew sh Federation took us. And it was a wonderful,
wonderful trip. But, you know, | knew Vince so many years. |
always found him to be a very caring person, a very sharing
person. He always wanted to protect the underserved and the
underdog. Vince had a heart as big as a house, and | know he’s

up there now watching us. And I'"mjust so glad that we’'re going

11
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to have Deanna cone here, because |I'll tell you, Vince lived for
his famly. He lived for his comrmunity. And when you talk
about Senate Bill 172, | was a great supporter of it, about the

-- against the landfills, because he knew what he was doing. He
was ahead of the rest of us. And | want to tell you that |
al ways found himto be pleasant. He never carried a grudge. He
m ght get mad at people, but he never carried a grudge. And he
was faithful to his famly, to his community, to his State and
to his country. | don't feel we’ve lost him because he’'ll be

with us in spirit. And | know he’'s up there checking with ny

famly and |'m sure they're asking -- him am | behaving. I
hope he tells ‘“em | am But anyway, | just want you to know
Vince Denuzio will never be forgotten in the annals of this
Senate and of the whole State - as far as |’m concerned, the
whole country - because he was a rare, caring, sharing
i ndi vi dual . And he really cared and really researched his
subjects. | feel very fortunate to have known Vince and Deanna.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Viverito.

SENATOR VI VERI TO.

Thank you, Mdam President, Menbers of the Senate, Denuzio
famly. When | first came to the Illinois Senate in 1995, | felt
like a new kid on the block, very naive about the |egislative
process and hunbled by the taunting responsibilities that |ay
before ne. Vi nce Denuzi o approached ne, extended his hand and
wel coned ne to the Senate. Since that nonent alnost ten years
ago, when Vince's sinple gesture nmade ne feel at hone, | have
had a great deal of admration and respect for him | was
fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve wth Senator
Denmuzio on the Legislative Audit Comm ssion, where | was
inpressed with his insight when asking the tough questions. It
was a pleasure to be a Menber of the Rules Comrmittee with him as
the Chairman. It was on the Rules Conmittee where | devel oped a
deep appreciation of his know edge and |egislative issues and
conpl ete under st andi ng of t he difficult and t echni cal
| egislation that was before him Senator Demuzio and | are
Americans of Italian descent. Qur ancestors inmgrated from
{sic} this country fromltaly. | had the opportunity to visit
Italy. In traveling the countryside, | net and spoke wth many
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peopl e. The one singular observation both ny wife and | Ileft

with was the fact that famly take care of famly from
generations to generations. Excuse ne. | noticed the sane
concept when | visited Vince and Deanna at their honme in

Carlinville. H s son, his daughter, along with their famlies,

live in a close proximty to the Denuzio honestead. | thought |
was back in Italy. The grandchildren come and go out of the
house freely. What a tribute to an individual when such

devotion and love are given freely, wthout contingencies, but
Vince was such a person who would inspire attributes such as
t hese. All of us feel the loss of Vince Denuzio, a great

statesman who spent over a quarter of a century in this State

Senat e. W will mss him because he was our peer, he was our
col | eague, he was our leader. And | will mss him He was all
of our friends, and | am thankful that | was given the
opportunity to neet such a special human being. Thank vyou,
Deanna, for allowing ne to say these few words. | wanted to
check it with you to talk about our history. | felt warm and

conpelled to do that. W, as Italian-Anmericans, know the value
of famly and you live it every day. And |'m grateful that |
had the opportunity to neet you. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senator Dillard.
SENATOR DI LLARD:

Thank you, Madam President and Menbers and the Denuzio

famly. Wel conme, Deanna, under tough circunstances. This has
been a difficult few nonths for the Illinois Senate. W’ ve |ost
not one, but two great Mjority Leaders. And we also |ost

Senator DeAngelis, and this week we |ost Ralph Dunn, too. I
first met Vince in 1977, when he and | were both skinny guys
with jet black hair, and I was an intern to the Senate Education
Commttee and the next year being the full staffer to the -- to
that particular conmmttee. And there | was inpressed by Vince's
| ove for education and his love for this institution. There are
a lot of legislators who talk a great gane about education and
education reform and what we're going to do for education, but
Vince Denuzio was one of the few Menbers that | have ever net
who would risk his political career to inprove public education.

Vince was also a great chanmpion for the University of Illinois
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at Springfield, his alma mater, and he worked closely with ne
when | sponsored the bill to give each wuniversity its own
governi ng board. And true to Vince’'s Denocratic |eaning, he
woul d yell at Senator Waver and nyself, and he canme down to
nmeet with Governor Edgar, who chanpioned this proposal, to make
sure that the faculty’'s <collective bargaining and staff
coll ective bargaining rights were not inpinged when we nmade that

maj or change. Wen | worked for Governor Thonpson and Gover nor

Edgar, | can tell you that both of those gentlenen held Vince on
a list of probably the three or four “npbst respected
| egislators” list. And Governor Bl agojevich, also, |just
recently | think, puts Vince on that list by making sure that

Vince was the shepherd of his controversial State Board of
Education plan. As a Senate staffer and a gubernatorial aide,

Vince always treated nme with respect. And | can tell vyou,

havi ng been a staffer in this Body, that anong the Menbers there
have not been many of us who have ever been as respected by the
staff and respected back |ike we were by Senator Denuzio. W've
got our “Fab Five” over here: Senator Rauschenberger and Dave
Syverson and Chris Lauzen and Brad Burzynski, and they're a
force but | can tell you when | first started here, there was
never a better force for good in this Chanber than the Crazy
Eight. And | talked to Senator Netsch just in the |ast couple
of days about those great tinmes. And Vince was so proud to be a
menber of that group of people who held this hostage -- or, this
Chanber hostage for a better good, tinme and tinme again. It was
my honor to serve with Vince and Stan Waver the last few
Sessions as a Menber of the Rules Commttee, and it was awesone
to watch those two giant of nen from the State Senate go at it

like two brothers back and forth in that Anteroom so nmany ti nes.

And when Vince would get mad with Senator Waver, he would
al ways say, “OCh, Stanley.” And Stan would give him sone
Italian-Louie Viverito ethnic slur back, and Vince would conme up
with that hearty [|augh. And the two of ‘em were -- were
brothers in -- brothers in a bond of their love for this
institution, its decorumand its -- its history. | used to kid
Vince that when | passed away, | wanted Vince to do the eul ogy
at ny funeral. | will never forget the hair-raising tributes of

Vince to fornmer Senator Sam Vadal abene in Edwardsville and the
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bel oved Penny Severns over in Decatur. Vince was truly a -- a
mn who -- who was a -- a trenendous eulogizer for his

col | eagues when they passed away. Finally, during the Thonpson
and Edgar adm nistrations, there were a nunber of us, led by
former Senator Jack Schaefer, forner Representative Tom Ryder,
who's up in the gallery, that used to go out to dinner. And it
was -- and Vince and Deanna were part of that group. And it was
a bipartisan group who traded stories, and it was a group from
the Governor’s Ofice and the Legislature working together in
just a -- a friendly fashion - sonething that is all too often
mssing in this Capitol Building today. So, let ne close by
saying, | know that beyond that gruff deneanor, there was a man
with a heart of gold. And may God bl ess your fam |y, Deanna and
Br ad. The Illinois General Assenbly is going to mss -- mss
Senator Dermuzio and his love of this legislative process very,
very much. And certainly the people of Illinois will mss him
Hs district wwll mss him But, again, going back to that |ove
for public education, believe nme, the schoolchildren of this
State will mss him Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Senat or Hendon.
SENATOR HENDON:

Thank you, Madam President, Deanna and the famly, Menbers
of the Senate. Well, Pat Welch has quoted Shakespeare, and
George Shadid has quoted President Kennedy in describing Vince.
| guess with the Vince | know, |'’m going to have quote Richard
Pryor or Chevy Chase or Dan Aykroyd. This man had jokes, you-
all, and it was great to sit in President’s row with Vince. And
on those days when Pate Philip and Stan Waver was giving us
hell and Watson was all tough, and -- you know, | -- when | was
younger, | got all flustered and upset, Vince would call ne over

and tell ne a joke and it would bring me back to reality. And I

mean, everything -- he never told a joke that wasn't funny.
Every joke was funny. And he would take pictures out of the
newspaper. | was asking Bobby Ml aro, could we renmenber them

He took a picture of Bobby Ml aro out of the paper and changed
the -- the caption and the heading, and | think he put Bobby in
a skirt or sonething. It was so funny. | nust have |aughed for

three or four weeks in a row nonstop. | always give Adeline
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Geo-Karis credit for saving ny life here in the Senate. She was
t he woman. Vince was the man. Saved ny life. Kept nme from
having a stroke or heart attack and going crazy in here. Vince
was hil arious. | renmenber when a newspaper reporter put out a
picture with Governor Blagojevich on one side of the river and
the Denocratic Senate on the other side of the river, and he had
on a big old white hat. W had these black hats, like we were
the bad guys. And Vince took the cartoon and he changed it, and
took the rope, slung it over the Governor’s head and pulled him
over to our side of the river. And it would be great if we were

on that sane side of the river right now with those white hats,

wor king together. MW/ -- first time | met Vince I was a young
comritteeman and the blacks were nad. W were upset.
Everything was wong. W -- doggone, we want to go see this

Chai rman of the Denocratic Party. So, we went down. We saw Vince
Dermuzio. “Who is this Denuzio, aar aar.” I was really crazy
then. Fifteen mnutes into the neeting we had forgot what the
bl acks were mad about. Vince just charned us. W were nad when
they replaced himwth Gary LaPaille. That’s why we ran hi m out
of here. 1It’s the truth. M greatest picture of Vince Denuzio:
George Shadid had Vince in one of those nightmare grips. You
know, George and -- and the President, they used to be foot bal

pl ayers or something. George had Vince's head |ike he was stil

the sheriff, right? And Vince's head was about to explode.
George was choking him and Vince was -- and he was |aughing

hysterically. The rest of us would have been crying. Vince was

cracking up. It is ny favorite picture. | wll always renmenber
Vince as a great, great friend. And one tine, and I’'Il be
through, 1 got in trouble wth the President. | was bad.

President told me to knock sonebody off, and | didn't know he

just neant, you know, with a little pistol. I had the nmachine
gun out. President told ne, “Boy, you done nessed up. You got
to go.” | had to call ny friend, Vince. I'’m |ike, “Vince
they’'re about to do ne in, Vince. What am | going to do?”
Vince said, “Kiddo, don’t worry about it. [l talk to him?”

He said, “Don’t you call himno nore. You keep your powder dry
and 1'll talk to the President for you,” and I'm still here, so
| guess it worked. Vince, you know, there’s a photograph book

of all the softball games and Vince was at themall. | renenber
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the first time we won, Vince told ne it was the first tinme he'd
been here, twenty years or so, we won. W al nbst won yesterday,
Vince, and we dedicated the gane to you. | was going to give
you nmy MP trophy, but you know, it’s so shiny and bright, |
just let you hold it for a mnute. I’"'mgoing to take her hone to
the West Side. God bl ess you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HAL VORSON)

Senat or Har non.
SENATOR HARMON

Thank you, Madam President, Ms. Denuzio, Menbers of the
famly. On one of ny first days in the Senate as the Session
was breaking up, Senator Denuzio cane right down this aisle and
stopped in front of nmy desk, right where your famly's sitting

right now, and he gave ne that l|ook of his - equal parts
af fected disdain and genuine affection. And he said, “Wll,”
and | started to funble through nmy -- ny freshman questions, and

he just put his hand up and said, “Cone on, kiddo.” And he |ed

a whol e bunch of us - Reverend Meeks, Senator Collins, Senator
Sandoval, Senator Martinez - into his office and he held court
with a -- stories of the Senate and the colorful characters that

have passed through the Chanber. And each story had a | esson
for us to learn, and it was obvious, his -- his love of the
institution and his commitnent to making sure that each new
Menber was m ndful of the honor to serve. So, on behalf of all
the new Menbers and all who were once new, who sought shelter
under his broad wings, | say thank you, Vince, and Godspeed. So
say we all.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSON)

Presi dent Jones, to close.
SENATOR E. JONES:

Thank you, Madam President. To Deanna, Stephanie and Brad
and the entire Denuzio famly, this is a very, very difficult
time as we celebrate the life of our colleague, our Mijority
Leader, and -- and our good friend, and ny -- ny very good
friend, Vince Denuzio. | recall when | first met Vince, his
w fe. Stephanie and Dave [sic} were little children, and we were
-- | believe we were at the Hilton, ny wife and ny kids. And I
recogni zed Vince sinply because he kept 1ooking up, you know,
the tall building. And | was from Chi cago. He’s from down a
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way. | was in the House. But we becane friends, and as they

went through that count, that |ong Senate President count in the

Senate, the hundred and eighty-sixth ballot, | said -- | said to
nyself, | didn’'t know he was that crazy, you know... But over the
years we had been such good friends, and when | becane the
Mnority Leader, he canme to ne. He said, “I’'mgoing to sit next

to you because there’'s a person in our caucus that’s worse than

the -- Crazy Eights who's trying to get next to you.” And |I'm
glad that he did. That was Rickey Hendon's friend, you know.
So, we’'ve been seatmates for the last twelve years. And as |
spoke Saturday, he was a walking encyclopedia. He knew

everything about this institution that he served, and he | oved

it and loved it well. And I called himny in-house CIA  And,
Frank, | always knew when you were going to have a caucus
neeting. | knew everything that you were going to say. I

believe that you conversed with him of the things and positions
that you were taking. So -- but we knew all of this. He knew
everything that was going on. Sonetines | said, “How d you know
t hat ?” But he knew it. He knew what was going on in the
Governor’s O fice, everywhere in this Capitol, and he loved this
place. He loved this place. And sonetine in those tough caucus
nmeetings and Denny Jacobs is raising heck with nme and John
Cul l erton and Rickey Hendon going crazy, ended up Vince and I

would talk. He' d say, “Well, you know, being the |ead dog, you
got to get used to little bites in your rear-end, you know "~

So... But he was a good friend, a trusted, loyal friend. He
| oved educati on. He loved the children of this State and
believed that we should do everything within our power to see

that they can live up to their potential through education.

What | |iked about himnost is that too often we found in this
Body individuals -- “I can’t vote for that ‘cause that’'s going
to Chicago. | can’'t.” He never approached issues, at it relate

to one region versus the other region, be it in Chicago, be it
downst at e. He wasn’t parochial in his thinking. If it’s good
for Chicago, it’'s good for downstate. Not once did ever say,

“Well, | can’'t vote for that ‘cause ny people in my district
won't like nme voting for that.” You've heard those
conversations many, many tines. He took Illinois as one State,

and the critical issues that cane up, sonetines he would ease up
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to nme. He would say, “Well, you know, ny boys downstate got to
have a little sonmething.” You know. And we did it. W took
care of it. But | appreciate the fact that he never played one

-- one entity against the other. These were great, great tines.
One thing | always liked about him a lot of tinmes people would
be traveling the State canpaigning for office statew de. Hi s
home, his honme was always open to his friends. Sonetinme his
enem es. You would stay the night there and go ahead and do
what -- the things you got to do, but his honme was al ways open.
And the days that we spent here in Session, sonetines |ate,
Vince always took that trip honme to Deanna and the famly. He
| oved his hone, the Demuzio Conpound, as we call. Any of you
have been down there, he’s got to show you all around the
conpound, you know, all the famly here and so forth. And he
| oved Bl ackburn College in particular, where he was a trustee,
and he proposed many projects. He was -- we were sitting here
one day tal king about one of our |ate colleagues, Senator Sam
Vadal abene. W was doing Illinois First. And he said Sam
Vadal abene used to go around and brag how his district had sunk
two feet as we -- because he was able to get so nmany projects in
his district, capital projects, and Vince said, “lI’"m going to
beat him I’ mgoing to beat him” But he did beat him because
| think that his district did sink a little bit. You may have
some floods down there in the 49th District as a result. But
the Denmuzi o Expressway. There were sone things |eft un-conplete.

So, the -- the Denmuzio Expressway will be the road with which
t hose cenment trucks can go down there and finish taking care of
things he left inconplete, and | pledged to him that those
t hi ngs woul d happen. In talking to him the Saturday before he
passed, we tal ked about many, many things. He tal ked about the
education bill, Senator del Valle. He talked about sone
initiatives that are still hung up, and I told him | said, “You
know about those ‘coal brothers,”” and he said, “Yeah, that’s
bad, bad news.” For those of you who don’t know who the coal

brothers are, you know, they would reveal their head at certain
tinmes, but he said, “Keep an eye on them” and | pledged to do
that for him my good friend. Deanna, we all loved him and |
loved himlike a brother. | loved himfor his know edge and his

respect for this institution. I loved him for his wealth of
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know edge on every given issue, especially the major issues,
because he would take the tinme to research and nake sure when he
got on this Floor to speak, that he was speaking from facts.
Too of ten per sons j unp, t hey speak, “Thi s S not
constitutional,” but he would go back and get the debates of
Con-Con. He had the history of it and all this here, and within
our caucus, he was always that calmng force, with the facts.

W will mss him but he will live on. He’'ll live on through all
of us. And he did chair the Rules Committee. He was a very
fair individual. | actually junped on him said, “Wy you |et
all those Republican bills out of the commttee, you know?”
But he was very fair. So, he's upstairs there now, and | --
Vince, if you're listening, get on the rules comittee. [’ m

quite certain you could be chairman of that commttee. That’ s
the commttee that’ll decide who gets in and who gets out.
‘Cause tonorrow we will conme knocking, and we want admttance.
But since we have a mpjority up there, you know, you can nake
sure that your friends get in, even Rickey Hendon, if necessary.
But we loved this guy, and -- and being ny seatmate all these
years, he would be gruff at tine, but we knew his heart was very
big and he was friendly. And | really appreciate what he did
with the newer Menbers, bringing them into the fold, breaking
themin, teaching themthe ways of |ife, and even the staff. He
would -- he would get the younger staff persons. He would --
would sit and talk to them and teach them and nentor them on
their way, like Dave G oss and -- or Tim Drea. He’'s not on the
Fl oor, but Dave G oss and folks. So, he'd sit down. He d nentor

these individuals and so they could grow and be respected by

all. W're all going to mss him W all will mss him but he
will be with us each and every day. And this Body is a better
Body because he did serve. So, with that Madam Chai rman, | nove

to suspend the rules for the imediate consideration of this
resol ution.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR HALVORSQON)

Senate President Em | Jones noves for the suspension of the
Senate rules for the imrediate consideration and adoption of
Senate Joint Resolution 78. Al in favor, say Aye. Opposed,
Nay. The Ayes have it, and the rules are suspended. Senat e

President Em | Jones now noves for the adoption of Senate Joint
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Resol ution 78. All those in favor of this resolution, please
rise. The Senate is now adjourned. Senator Burzynski, for what
pur pose do you rise?
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank you, WMadam President. The Republicans will be in

caucus imedi ately follow ng our adjournnment. Thank you.
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