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PRESI DENT JONES:

Regul ar Session of the 93rd General Assenbly w il please
come to order. WII the Menbers please be at their desks? WII
our guests in the gallery please rise? The invocation today
will be given by Reverend Jeff Chitwood, South Side Christian
Church, Springfield. Reverend Chitwood.

THE REVEREND JEFF CH TWOOD:
(Prayer by the Reverend Jeff Chitwood)
PRESI DENT JONES:
Please remain standing while we have the Pledge of
Al | egi ance. Senator Link.
SENATOR LI NK:
(Pl edge of Allegiance, | ed by Senator Link)
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Wool ard.
SENATOR WOOLARD:

M. President, | nove that the reading of the — and the
approval of the Journals of Tuesday, WMarch 11th; Wadnesday,
March 12th; Thursday, March 13th; and Tuesday, March 18th, in
the year 2003, be postponed, pending arrival of the printed
Jour nal .

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Wool ard noves to postpone the reading and approva
of the Journal, pending arrival of the printed transcripts.
There being no objection, so ordered. All the Menbers in their
offices, kindly cone to the Senate Fl oor. W will be going to
3rd Reading. So, if you're in your office, kindly conme to the
Senate Floor. Madam Secretary, Resol utions.

SECRETARY HAWKER
Senate Resolution 88, offered by Senator Viverito and al
Menmber s.
It is a death resolution.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Resol uti ons Consent Cal endar.
SECRETARY HAWKER

And Senate Resolution 89, offered by Senator Oobana.

It is substantive.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Madam Secretary, Messages fromthe House.
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SECRETARY HAVKER
A Message fromthe House by M. Rossi, O erk.

M. President - | am directed to inform the Senate
that the House of Representatives has passed bills of the
following titles, in the passage of which I aminstructed to ask
t he concurrence of the Senate, to wt:

House Bills 308, 1632, 2136 and 2350.

Passed t he House, March 18, 2003.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Link, what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR LI NK:

For purpose of an announcenent, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

St ate your purpose.
SENATOR LI NK:

There will be a Revenue Committee in Room 400 at 1 o’ clock
PRESI DENT JONES:

Madam Secretary, House Bills 1st Readi ng.
SECRETARY HAWKER

House Bill 6 {sic} (16), offered by Senators Cullerton and
Crotty.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 30, offered by Senator Crotty.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 100, offered by Senator Haine.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 236, offered by Senator Crotty.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 264, offered by Senator John Jones.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 276, offered by Senator C ayborne.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 333, offered by Senator Crotty.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 499, offered by Senator Cullerton.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

House Bill 1087, offered by Senator Crotty.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
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1st Reading of the bills.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Denuzi o, what purpose you rise?
SENATOR DEMJZI O

Thank you, M. President. Let the record reflect that
Senator Hunter, again, is not here today due to illness.

PRESI DENT JONES:

The record will so reflect. On the Order of 3rd Reading on
page 20 of the Cal endar. Senate Bill 4. Qut of the record.
Senate Bill 21. Qut of the record. Senate -- Senate Bill 40
Senate Bill 40. Senator Walsh. Qut of the record. Senate Bil
43. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 43.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Thank you, M. President. Senate Bill 43 basically says
that before a plea is given in a felony or a m sdeneanor case,
the court nust adnonish the defendant that a plea could result

in deportation or exclusion fromthe -- admi ssion to the United
States or deny naturalization. W gutted the bill. W -- this
will just be an advisenent by the court. "Il be happy to

answer any questi ons.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Bei ng no di scussion, Senator Silverstein, to close.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Just ask for a favorable roll call, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:
The question is, shall Senate Bill 43 pass. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there
are 53 voting Aye, no Nays, 1 voting Present. This bill, having
received the constitutional mpjority, is declared passed. Senate
Bill 44. Senator Silverstein. Senator Silverstein seeks |eave
of the Body to return Senate bill to the Order of 2nd Reading.
Hearing no objections, |eave is granted. On the Order of 2nd
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Reading is Senate Bill 44. Madam Secretary, are there any
amendnents fromthe Fl oor?
SECRETARY HAVKER:
Fl oor Anendnent No. 1, offered by Senator Silverstein.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Thank -- thank you, M. President. | think this should be
my anendnent, not Senator -- oh, there we go. Ckay. This --
t he anendnment was brought to ny attention was -- in conmittee by
Senator Dillard. W just add that -- prohibits collections

agency from inposing costs or <charges and we just added
“including costs,” M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any discussion? Al in favor will signify by
saying Aye. No Nays. The Ayes have it. The anendnent is
adopted. 3rd Reading. Are there any further Floor amendnents?
SECRETARY HAVKER:

No further amendnents reported, M. President.

PRESI DENT JONES:

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 50. Qut of the record. Senat e
Bill 59. Senator OCbama. Madam Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 59.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No commttee or Floor anendnents
reported. Excuse nme. |I'msorry. |It’s 3rd Reading.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Obanma.
SENATOR OBAMA:

Thank you very much, M. President, Ladies and Gentl enen of
the Senate. This bill establishes a hospital report card to
address such issues as staffing levels, and orientation and
trai ni ng, reporting requi renents for hospi tal s, public
di scl osure of data concerning hospitals and conpliance with the
Act, as well as whistleblower protections. This is an initiative
that is designed to nake sure that consuners are aware of the
quality of their hospitals so that they can select their

hospital care in the same fashion that they select cars and
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ot her consuner itens. This was a bill that originally had sone
controversy and we were able to hanmmer out a agreed bill between

the Hospital Association and the Service Enployees Union that
initiated it. | know of no opposition at this stage, and it was
voted out of comrittee wunaninously. | would ask for an
affirmative roll call.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Are there any discussions? Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

Thank you, M. President. To the bill very briefly: Just

my thanks to the Chairman, Senator Obama, for his work. When
this bill was first introduced, it was a very contentious piece
of legislation, faced opposition from the Illinois Hospital

Associ ation and sonme other health providers. Senator Cbama got
t he groups together. They worked out an agreenent. Just for
the benefit of everyone on our side of the aisle, everyone's
signed on to this piece of |egislation. Thank vyou, M.
Presi dent .

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Obama, to cl ose
SENATOR OBAMA:

|I’d ask for an affirmative roll call.

PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 59 pass. The voting is
open. Al'l those in favor, vote Aye. Qpposed, Nay. Have all
voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there are 55 voting
Aye, no Nays, 1 voting Present. This bill, having received the
constitutional mpjority, is declared passed. Senate Bill 70.
Madam Secretary, read the bill.

SECRETARY HAVKER
Senate Bill 70.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senator Cul |l erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Thank you, M. President, Mnbers of the Senate. This bill

came out of the Education Conmttee. It has to do with driver’s
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educati on. Current law says that school districts can be
reimbursed by the State for driver’'s ed and it spells out that
the schools nust provide thirty <clock hours of classroom
instruction and six hours of practice instruction behind the
wheel, actually driving a car. Unfortunately, there’'s a -- a
| oophole that allows for the school districts to only have the
driver have three hours of practice driving and this bill takes
that out and requires that the students have six hours. The
| eading cause of death for fifteen- to twenty-year-olds is
fatalities from notor vehicle crashes. Children between fifteen
and twenty are involved in seventeen percent of all the crashes,
even though they're only about seven percent of the -- the
drivers. So, this bill is supported by the IEA the IFT, the
II'linois Departnment of Transportation, the Secretary of State’'s
Ofice and the University Professionals of Illinois and the
Illinois State Bar Association. Be happy to answer any
guestions and would ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

| s there any di scussion? Senator Burzynski .
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicates that he will.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank vyou. Senator Cullerton, when you had this bill in
commttee, | asked the gentleman that was there presenting
testinmony with you how many schools are abusing the current law
relative to proficiency because his statenent was that there
were a lot of school districts that were just saying all of
their students qualified for the proficiency exam and then they
didn’t have to do the driving, for even those students that npst
needed it, which | agree is a problem Did he follow up? Do you
know i f he followed up with the nunber? He indicated a handful.
| don’t know what that neans.

PRESI DENT JONES:
Senator Cul |l erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON
| don’t have the answer to the question. | -- | personally

t hi nk, though, that no matter what the answer is, | -- | still
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t hi nk we should, you know, do this ‘cause | think it’s inportant
to have -- six hours of driving instead of three.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you. Senator Cullerton, you know, now students are
required to have also twenty-five hours behind the wheel in
addition to their driving in driver’s education or sonme type of
cour se. Don’t you think that that additional twenty-five hours
that we just passed two or three years ago really does make up
for some of the -- the school districts or sonme of the students
who need driving?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Senator, the twenty-five hours that you' re referring to was
part of our graduated driver’'s license bill which we passed and
all it requires is for a parent to sign a form saying that they
have spent at least twenty-five hours behind the wheel wth
their son or daughter before they get the driver’s |icense. I

think that’'s a different type of a standard, as opposed to this,

because this is driver’s training with a -- a person who's
teaching that -- that child how to drive right behind the wheel
So, I -- 1 think we need both. | think we need the six hours

with the instructor and then the parent’s self-certification

that they ve spent at |east twenty hours. These are sixteen-
year - ol ds. The crash rates for sixteen-year-olds are the
hi ghest of any age and it’s -- it’s really an -- an attenpt to

address that concern
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, Senator Cullerton. Anot her questi on. Qut of
those sixteen-year-olds and seventeen-year-olds that are having
acci dents, how many of them are those that have fallen into this
proficiency requirenent -- | nean, they’ ve proficiencied out of
their driving after only three hours? Do we have any details
with that? O is it nmy understanding that you're just saying
t here shoul d be no proficiency provision whatsoever?
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PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

That's correct. I -- | personally feel that we need to
have at | east six hours. [It’s clear that the law was originally
drafted for six hours of driving and then soneone added this --
this | oophole that, okay, if you take a test, you only have to
do three. | just think they should have six. | hope you agree.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank -- thank you. Qoviously, I'm -- | don't agree. I
believe there are students throughout the State who are very
proficient at driving by the tine they go through their driver’s
ed course, before they even take their driver’s proficiencies,
in particular students that are in nore rural communities, who
grow up on farms, who drive trucks through the fields, who do

all of these kinds of things, who understand the nechanics and

know what they’'re doing behind the wheel. My concern with the
bill, and I understand -- | understand what you're trying to do,
Senator, and I -- | knowit’s to try and put better drivers out

on the road, so |I'm not questioning that, but ny concern wth
the bill is if every student, even those that are qualified and
can drive and exhibit proficiency in that aspect, that if
they’'re mandated for that six hours as well, what we’'re going to
see are students who need nine hours or ten hours behind the
wheel will only get six hours. And | think that’s nore of a
problem and creates nore of a danger on our streets and roads
than, perhaps, allowing those students who are qualified to
proficiency out.
PRESI DENT JONES:

|s there any further discussion? Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD

A question of the sponsor.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Sponsor indicates he' Il yield.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:
Senator, you know, | agree with many of the things that you

said in conmttee, certainly the nore tine a young person has
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behind the wheel, naybe the better off they are. But in order
to -- to have a bill like this, | think the one -- the one
single thing that would make sone sense, if we had statistics of
t hose peopl e who have -- who have gotten a waiver fromthe three
hours, is their accident rate higher than the other group. And
| -- and | seriously doubt that. | nmean, | -- 1 taught school
for a long tine and many of those people who were waived,
there’s -- there was no question in the teacher’s m nd that they
were -- they -- they were ready to drive. | nean, they had had
-- especially in rural areas, where kids drive tractors, for
instance, a lot, these kids are way ahead of nobst of the other
kids. And -- and in the process, as Senator Burzynski said, if
they are able to waive those, then they can give kids who need
nmore than the six hours nore tinme. And in a lot of the snal

schools, that’'s the only way they're going to get nore tine.
You know, if you had statistics that you could show ne that
those kids that are -- that are waived had a higher accident
rate. | suspect that those kids who are wai ved have a | ess of an
accident rate than those naybe who take the full six hours
because that teacher has nade a decision that that particular

student is way ahead of the other kids. And, again, | -- 1| -- 1

-- 1 -- 1 think your notive is great. | -- | agree that young
kids are -- you know, our worse drivers - the longer they're
behind the wheel the better - but | -- | just don’t see the need

for this bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Coul d the Menbers kindly hold their discussions down? It’s
getting really noisy in here, very difficult to hear. Senat or
Cul l erton, to close.

SENATOR CULLERTON

Ckay. Wwell, 1'll, perhaps, answer the comrents of the |ast
speaker. The bill was given to nme by a school adm nistrator who
told me that there were w despread abuses - | don't have
statistics - but that there were w despread abuses. |In order to

save noney, the schools were only giving three hours to a
bl anket class. Everybody was only three hours. They all took a
proficiency test. | guess there’s no standards for the
proficiency tests, so that they were, basically, only getting
three hours instead of six. M philosophy here is that | think

10
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the way this bill was -- law was originally drafted is everybody
had six hours. There was a |oophole that was put in at sone
point in tinme, and we should elimnate it. | don’t have

statistics about students who've had their proficiency test

wai ved or not. | just know that, already, the statistics on
si xteen- and seventeen-year-olds is -- is astronomcal in terns
of the -- of the fatality rate. So | just think those three
extra hours is very inportant. If a school district wants to,

w t hout reinbursenent, do nore than six hours, that’s kind of up

to them and depends on how nuch noney that school district mght

have. But | think to stay -- say that we need to have at | east
six hours of driving is -- is our standard. And, again, | --
I’mreally encouraged. | didn't go out and seek the support of

the IEA or the IFT or the Departnent of Transportation or the
Secretary of State but -- or the Bar Association. They cane,
saw the bill, and -- and they supported it. So, with that, |
urge an Aye vote. Thank you.

PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 70 pass. All those in
favor will signify by voting Aye. The opposed, Nay. The voting
is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that question,
there are 36 voting Aye, 21 Nays, no one voting Present. This
bill, having received the constitutional mgjority, is declared
passed. Senate Bill 76. Madam Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 76.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senator del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Thank you, M. President and Menbers of the Senate. Senate
Bill 76 creates the Nutrition Qutreach and Public Education Act.
It establishes a nutrition outreach and public education program
within the Departnent of Human Servi ces. The bill originally
called for the Act to be admnistered by the Departnent of
Public Health. It was anmended in conmttee to make the

Departnment of Human Services responsible for inplenentation.

11
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And the purpose of it -- the Act is to enroll targeted
popul ations in federal food and nutrition assistance prograns
and to pronote the fuller inplenmentation and utilization of such
prograns in underserved or unserved areas of the State. W're
attenpting to reach the elderly, we’'re attenpting to reach rura

parts of the State where there is underutilization of federal

food prograns. And as you know, food stanps are a hundred
percent federally funded, and the -- part of the -- at |east
fifty percent of the admnistrative costs are -- are

rei nbursable fromthe federal government. So here we have a bill
that will ensure coordination between different State agencies
to make sure that the assistance and the information that people
need to enroll in these prograns is provided. 11 be glad to
answer any questi ons.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any di scussion? Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He i ndicates he wll.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

Senator, we had a pretty thorough discussion about this

bill in commttee a couple weeks ago and 1’'d like to touch on
sone of those points again here on the Floor. First, wth
regards to cost issues, | think that in every year, but

especially this year, that’s sonething that we need to look to
first, to see if we have the nobney to pay for this. Can you
tell us how nmuch this is going to cost and, second, if you know
that there is noney set aside in the Governor’s GRF budget to
pay for this?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

well, first of all, let ne say that this is going to bring
the State federal dollars, mllions and mllions of federal

dollars that we are currently eligible for and we are not

receiving. These are federal dollars that will end up going to
individuals, to feed children, they'Il go to the elderly, and
those dollars, then, wll end up being spent in all the

12
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districts throughout the State and wll be a boost for the
econony because we wll be spending federal dollars wth our

| ocal businesses, particularly food businesses, that do not
receive those dollars now And so, food stanp is a hundred
percent federally funded. Some of the -- fifty percent -- at
|l east fifty percent of the admnistrative costs of adm nistering
it are federally reinbursable. And so, this is a gain. 1t’s not
a loss or a use of GRF dollars that’s going to end up adversely
affecting the budget. And in ternms of the provision in the bil
that allows for grants to be given to agencies who -- comunity-
based agencies that may becone part of the outreach effort, that
part is subject to appropriation. So, it may be that we won’'t
do much of that at the very begi nning, but at |east we will have
the State agencies coordinating, collaborating, comunicating
and refining their -- their efforts in terns of reaching out to
the popul ation that is eligible.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Ri ghter.
SENATOR RI GHTER

Now, Senator, that’s a -- wused the term “subject to
appropriation”, and that is a termthat has cone up here on the
Fl oor recently. I want to discuss that with regards to Senate
Bill 76. You said that the grants Section of Senate Bill 76 is
subject to appropriation. In other words, we obviously cannot
send any taxpayer -- State taxpayer-funded grants out to the
community organi zations who are going to be responsible for the
bulk of this work unless we have the noney to send out those
grants. But the nandate that they have to do this is not
subject to appropriation. In other words, as | read your bill
we are telling the local conmunity organizations, they re going
to do this whether or not we send them any noney, but if we --
happen to have any noney available, we'll go ahead and send it
out. Now, am| not reading the bill correctly?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Let me indicate that -- that the comunity outreach part
that would be done by comrunity organizations is a conponent of

this. It’s a conponent. It’s not “the” bill. The bill itself
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and the -- the -- the inportant part of the bill 1is the
coordination anobng State agencies, existing prograns now and
activities in these different State agencies that wll cone
together and develop a plan to conduct this outreach. The
comunity grant piece is a conponent. It isn’'t “the” bill.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER

wWell -- and | guess, Senator, that’'s -- and -- | didn't
state it very well the first tine. | guess that’s ny point.
The point is, when we tal k about subject to appropriation, as |
read your bill, the only Section of your bill that is subject to
appropriation is the part that says we’'re going to help the
| ocal communities with grants to do these things. The part that
puts the requirenments on themto go out and put together all the
paperwork is not subject to appropriation at all. They're be --
going to be required to do that whether we send them a dine of
grant noney or not. |Is that correct?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Again, fifty percent of the cost for admnistering this is

rei nbursable from the federal government. So we'll be getting
in additional dollars, plus the mllions of dollars that wll be
generated as a result of -- of individuals who are currently

eligi bl e but have not applied comng into the program
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Ri ghter.
SENATOR RI GHTER

So you're saying that -- if you' re saying that fifty
percent of the admnistrative costs will be reinbursable to the
| ocal community agencies -- | nean, | don’t know how it is in
your district, Senator, but in mne, the Ilocal conmunity

agencies are already buried with paperwork. They're buried with
the duties that they have to fulfill in order to help the people
who need this help so desperately, and the nunber one conpl aint
that | hear from them has nore to do with the State and the
Departnent of Human Services and the paperwork that they have to

nmove around on a day-to-day business because of what we do here.
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How | ong, after they do all this work, will they have to wait to
get the fifty-percent reinbursenent in their admnistrative
costs?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Senator, I'’'m-- |I'"mglad you nade -- nade the point about -
- about the paperwork. That's exactly what we’'re trying to get
at here. W're trying to streamine a process; we're trying to
create a process that is nore effective in getting infornmation
out to people and then nmaking people -- helping them becone
eligible for -- for this program This bill is very, very nuch
supported by all those conmunity organizations that -- that you
say don't like all the red tape. They see this bill as a way of
elimnating a lot of that red tape and naeking it easier for
people to participate in the program That's why the Illinois
Hunger Coalition has aggressively |obbied for the passage of
this bill, and they are the ones that are in touch with all the
food pantries and all the community organizations out there that
are currently having to deal with -- wth hunger throughout the
State of Illinois - by the way, not just in rural areas, not
just in the Cty of Chicago, but in many of the suburbs. W had
testinmony in comrittee that canme from individuals who live in
sonme very well-off suburbs that are hungry, that are going
hungry and do not know about the services that are available to
them So this bill allows us to be able to be nore effective in
our effort.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Geo-Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Sponsor yield for a question...
PRESI DENT JONES:

|’m sorry, Senator. | didn't see you. WII| you bring your
remarks to a cl ose?
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Ch. Is that better now? Thank you, sir. WII| the sponsor
yield for a question?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicates he wll.

15



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT

21st Legi sl ative Day 3/ 19/ 2003

SENATOR GEO KARI S:
.a little bit confused about the finances about it. How
much will it cost the State? | didn't quite hear it.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Wll, | don’t have an exact figure, and a fiscal note was
not filed on this bill. Mybe you ought to have filed a fisca
not e. But | do not have an exact figure. | do know that we
will be generating mllions of dollars that are not currently
comng to the State fromthe federal governnent. You know one
of the things we talk about regularly here is -- is Illinois

track record in ternms of capturing federal dollars that we're
eligible for, dollars that work their way through our econony,
that help lots of small businesses, and this is an exanple of
how we can capture federal dollars because the program is a
hundred percent funded by the federal government - food stanps
are a hundred percent funded - plus there are adnmnistrative
costs that cone fromthe federal governnent. So, certainly, the
-- whatever admnistrative costs is having -- we have to cover
is nore than offset - nore than offset - by the huge anount of
federal funds that are going to cone into the State.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Geo-Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Senator, like you said, there was no fiscal note filed on
this bill. I’m not confortable -- and I -- and | agree wth
you. |’d like to see the federal governnent give us nore noney.
|l can't -- | wn't disagree wth you; however, 1|'m not
confortable unless we have a fiscal note on it. Per haps you
ought to take out your bill and get a fiscal note on it, because

|’ m not confortable if it’s going to be mllions and mllions of
dollars that the State has to spend when we are in such short,
short fund area.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator del Valle. Senator Viverito.
SENATOR VI VERI TO

Poi nt of personal privilege, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:
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State your point.
SENATOR VI VERI TO

The -- this is a very special day for Italian-Anericans
Today is St. Joseph Day and perhaps -- is that all right? Can I
do that? And what we have is a |lot of pizzas over here. Ad
really it’s just in -- a day that I thought -- | note it's a
heated battle going on right now, but sone people asked ne, “How
did this ever start?” It started in Sicily, Italy, for the poor
people. It was a feast that they would help to -- to feed the
poor. So, please, all of you are invited, staff is invited, and
the pizza's been delivered a while back and | didn’'t nmean to
interrupt you. Thank you very nuch, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Over the weekend we were all Irish; now we’'re all Italians.
Senator Righter, for the second tine.
SENATOR RI GHTER

| think it’'s nmy first time, M. President. Is this a
continuation of ny first tine?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Yes. Bring your remarks to a close, Senator.
SENATOR RI GHTER

Thank you. Qur records indicate, Senator, that a fiscal
note was filed on the bill. It was filed on March 13th. And the
answer to the -- the fiscal note includes two hundred and fifty

thousand dollars for grants to conmmunity organizations to pay
for this. My question to you is, do we know that we have this
nmoney set aside in the General Revenue Fund to pay for these
grants?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Wll, | think I"'mgoing to work real hard -- if that’'s the
fiscal note. | didn't see that fiscal note. So, | -- you know,

| -- | don’t know where you got it. Certainly, if you could send

a copy over, it would be great. But if it’s just two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, let ne tell you: | will work hard
to nmake sure that we get, in a fifty-four-billion-dollar budget,

that we end up with two hundred and fifty thousand dollars

that’s going to feed hungry children and hungry elderly and
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di sabl ed popul ations throughout the State of Illinois. Two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars I'll take any day.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Ri ghter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

To the bill, M. President. Thank you very nuch. The
answer to the question is, it’s not in the Governor’'s budget.
And we are going to see a long list of bills today and tonorrow
and the next day and the next couple weeks where we are spendi ng
noney that we do not have. There’s no noney set aside in the
Governor’s GRF budget for this. Now, maybe the Senator is right
that it will be easy to come up with two hundred and fifty

t housand dollars, but with all the other prograns that we are

going to stand here and vote on, | question whether there's
going to be room for all those. W can’'t pay for everything
that we have on the table now I question the w sdom of us

reaching out and committing not just to us, not just to the
Departnent, but to the local conmmunity agencies that we're going
to be there for you to pay for the -- the work that we're going
to ask you to do, that we're going to be there for you and we’l|
send you noney, when, in fact, that noney’'s not there. Thank
you, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator del Valle, to close.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

Ckay. Thank -- thank you, M. President. You know,
projections indicate that we can generate over a hundred mllion
dollars in federal assistance. Now, if you don’t think that

putting two hundred and fifty thousand dollars into a budget,

whi ch, by the way, we haven’'t seen yet - it hasn’t been crafted,
sol -- 1 don't know -- | don’t know what budget you’'re talking
about. Wen you nentioned the Gvernor’s budget, there isn't a

budget yet. We have an opportunity to include this in a budget
and if it nmeans cutting another area in order to invest two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars so that we could capture over
a hundred million dollars. Wll, let me tell you, | think
that’s a good investnment and |'m-- |I'"mready to fight for it.
PRESI DENT JONES:
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The question is, shall Senate Bill 76, as anended, pass.
All those in favor, vote Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? Take the record. On that question, there
are 33 voting Aye, 22 Nays, 2 voting Present. This bill, having
received the constitutional majority, is declared passed. Senate
Bill 82. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 82.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Larry Wal sh.
SENATOR WALSH

Thank you, M. President and Menbers of the Senate. Senate
Bill 82 creates the Help Illinois Vote Fund as a special fund
for the State treasury. Federal funds are going to be received
by the State from the inplenentation of the Help Anerican Vote
Act of 2002, wll be deposited in this fund. The program
aut horizes -- or mandated by -- in accordance with the federa
| egi slation. Wat we have asked here is that the State Board of
-- of -- of Elections has been working on putting together a

program for us. W are anticipating federal dollars conmng in to

help with the upgrading of voting equipnent. It’s ny
under st andi ng that as soon as the nonth of May, we are expecting
forty-four million dollars to cone into the State of Illinois in
this program And willing to -- answer any questions. Ask for a

favorabl e vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any discussion? |s there any discussion? Being
none, the question is, shall Senate Bill 82, as anended, pass.
Al'l those in favor, vote Aye. Nays will vote... Al those in
favor, vote Aye. The Nays vote No. The question is open. Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there are 57
voting Aye, no Nays, no one voting Present. This bill, having
received the required constitutional mjority, is declared

passed. Senate Bill 96. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 100.
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Qut of the record. Senate Bill 106. Read -- read -- read the
bill, Madam Secretary.

SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 106.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Yes. Thank you, M. President, Menbers of the Senate.
This bill came out of the Local Governnment Committee and it was
anended by a anendnent proposed by Senator Wendell Jones, which
| took as a friendly anendnent and appreciate his input. \Wat
this bill will do, as anended, is to say that State' s Attorneys
or State’s Attorney candidates or the Attorney GCeneral or
Attorney GCeneral candidates cannot accept a loan, a |loan
guarantee, a pronmse of a loan, or a prom se of a |oan guarantee
from an attorney or a law firm that, during the previous two
years, has represented a defendant in a crimnal matter in the
circuit court of the county in which the State’'s attorney or
candi date holds or seeks office and it would be a business
offense if they do so. W in no way intend to prohibit the
ability of these |awers who practice in the crimnal field with
State’s Attorneys and Attorney Cenerals from making canpaign
contributions. That's okay. Remai ns okay. That’s reported
under the -- under the law. But loans are different, because
even if they're reported that there’s a loan, we don't know
about the ternms of the loan, the -- the relationship between the
State’s Attorney and the defense |awers. Everybody mght --
m ght know this: There’'s a very -- there's a dependency there.
The State’s Attorney has a lot of control - for that matter, the
Attorney General does too - over whether cases should be reduced
or plea-bargained. And so, to have an outstanding |oan from an
attorney who's practiced in front of you, where that -- the
terns of that loan can be changed or altered, is really not

appropriate. That’'s what this bill is designed to do. And,
again, | welconed the anendnent of Senator Jones to add the
Attorney Gneral to this bill. And I'lIl be happy to answer any

guestions and ask for an Aye vote.
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PRESI DENT JONES:

| s there any discussion? Senator Jones.
SENATOR W JONES:

Yes, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield for a question?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicate he wll.
SENATOR W JONES:

W -- we -- sone of us were wondering when we anended this,
t hough, Senator Cullerton, that perhaps we mght not want to go
down this road because we don't know where to draw the |ine.
W're drawing the line here for just a couple of offices. Wo's
to say we wouldn't draw the line for -- for Governor or any
ot her elective office? Wat is your position on that?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Cul |l erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Well, quite frankly, | was surprised to learn that there
was a State’'s Attorney who had actually received a -- | think it
was a hundred-thousand-dollar loan from a |awer who was
practicing in his office. That canme out last year. | -- | don’t
think there was anything illegal about it. | just think it was
probably not appropriate. And so we drafted this bill to address
that situation. And you correctly pointed out that the Attorney
General, who has also crimnal -- crimnal -- the ability to
bring crimnal prosecutions, is in a simlar situation. So I am
addressing the relationship between a prosecutor and a defense
| awyer, and -- and -- and | really and truly think that |oans
are different than just canpaign contributions. So, if you
think maybe it should be expanded, that’s another issue for us
to debate, but I"m focusing in on this prosecutorial
relationship, the relationship between the prosecutor and the
defense lawer. And it’'s really not appropriate, in my opinion
to have -- to have |oans outstanding because of the unique
nature of the |oan, because of the fact that the terns can be --
can be changed. It can be an ongoi ng kind of a sword over that -
- that prosecutor’s head. So, for that reason, | wel coned your
anmendnment, but | think this bill is appropriate because those
are the two areas where there are crimnal prosecutions that can
be brought.
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PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Jones.
SENATOR W JONES:

.President, will the sponsor yield?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicate he wll.

SENATOR W JONES:

It goes -- it goes beyond that, not just a prosecutorial
rel ati onshi p. | think it goes beyond that to any kind of
relationship a person mght have by view of the fact that
they’'re in a public office. So why -- sone of us were concerned
about why we would only exclude -- or just nake it narrow for
these two offices. Wiy not have it cover everything? And al so,
does it include loans and -- and -- to the canpaign fund as
well, just for a person running for Governor or a person running
for any other public office?

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Cull erton. | believe that was just a statenent.
It didn't require a response. Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you, M. President. WII the sponsor vyield?

PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicate he wll.
SENATOR ROSKAM

Senator Cullerton, can you just articulate to us the reason
-- and | -- and | know there was a news item that you're

concerned about and you disclosed that to us. But why is this

crimnal prosecution relationship a bright 1ine? In other
wor ds, why not broaden the base of this bill to include any area
where there is a -- an oversight relationship; for exanple, if

the State Treasurer oversees banks or has a relationship, or if
the Governor, God bless him oversees, really, all aspects of
State governnment? What is it about this crimnal prosecution-
type relationship that deserves special attention? | -- | don't
understand it.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON
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Well, based on ny -- ny past experience, | -- | am aware of
the relationship between a prosecutor and a defense |awer.
Okay? And so -- and | was not aware of any of these persona

| oans that were given to candi dates, you know, during canpai gns.

The only one | was nmade aware of was -- was the incident that
you -- you referred to. So -- and -- and | don’t think -- |
don’'t nean any -- | don’t nmean to cast aspersions about that;

-- | just think that we woul d be doing that person a favor if we

take that possibility away from him or her. ['m -- 1’m not
saying that there mght not be an appropriate bill that you
mght want to consider to deal wth personal |l oans to
| egislators or -- or to other elected officials. That’ s
sonmet hing to be expl ored. I’m focusing in on the relationship

between the prosecutor and the defense |awer because we know
that it is a relationship where that prosecutor has trenmendous
anount of control over what’'s going to happen wth that client

of that defense |awer, and to have this |oan outstanding, where

the interest rate can be adjusted during the course of a -- of a
-- of a canmpaign or during the course of a -- while a crimna
trial is being negotiated, | -- | just think it’s -- it’'s a

uni que situation that we should address. Not to say there m ght
not be sonme other cases where it’s appropriate, but that’s what
this bill does.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Senator, could partners in a law firm get together and
create a PAC and then could that PAC, under your bill, make a
loan to the -- to the State’s Attorney?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Cul |l erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Yes, they could. This is a -- this bill is designed to
cover personal loans. And | -- and | guess the reason for that
is because I'm fairly certain our canpaign finance disclosure
laws require the reporting of that loan. |I'm not sure if it
requires the ternms of the loan, but this is designed to cover
personal | oans.
PRESI DENT JONES:
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Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

To the bill. I -- 1 understand where Senator Cullerton is
comng fromand respect his efforts. But, with all due respect,
| think that this is sort of based on a false prem se, and that
is, if the prohibition of loans is good for State's Attorneys
and is good for the Attorney General, then it’'s good for
everybody. Because, let's face it, there are relationships that
elected officials have wth other people who they -- they
interact wth professionally that’'s not wunlike a crimnal
prosecution, that’'s not unlike that give-and-take. | think if
the Senator has a desire to go after this, which is sincere
clearly, | think -- 1 think the scope either needs to be
broadened to include everybody or we don't need to nove this
bill. | think, wth all due respect, it’s synbolism over
substance and | would urge a No vote. Thank you.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Cullerton, to close.
SENATOR CULLERTON

| woul d request a synbolic Aye vote. Thank you
PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 106 pass. All those in
favor, vote Aye. Those opposed, Nay. The question is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who wish? Take the record. On that question, there are
44 voting Aye, 10 Nays, 3 voting Present. This bill, having
received the required constitutional mjority, is declared
passed. Senate Bill 130. Senator Oobana. Qut of the... Senate
Bill 142. Senat or Wbol ard. Qut of the record. Senate Bil
152. Senat or Li nk. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 153
Senator Link. Mdam Secretary, read the bill.

SECRETARY HAVWKER:
Senate Bill 153.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:
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Thank you, M. President. This bill anmends the Local
Gover nnent Debt Reform Act on revenue source and |imted bonds.
Anends the Public Building Commssion Act in -— in reference to
the public building comm ssion |ease rental base and |evy and
collection of tax to pay to |lease rentals. Amends the County
Code Act in reference to tax for county purposes. Be nore than
happy to answer any questi ons.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any -- any discussion? Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN
Thank you very nuch, M. President. Sir, just a couple of

questions for the sponsor.
PRESI DENT JONES:

The sponsor indicate he' Il vyield.
SENATOR LAUZEN
Nunmber one, Senator, is this another exception to the tax

cap?
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Li nk.

SENATOR LI NK:
No, | don't think this is an exception to the tax cap
because what this is -- the attenpt of the tax cap was that we

woul d not exceed the five-percent cap. What this is, is...
PRESI DENT JONES:

WIl the Menbers kindly hold their dscussions down? |It’s
getting very difficult to hear. Senator Link.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you, M. President. What this basically would do is
at the -- the tax cap would not go above the CPI or the five
percent. What this is doing is having the levy which was at --

froze at the tax -- when the tax caps went in, and what it woul d
do is bring -- allowthemto use it up to that level. Wen this
woul d come down, this would continue to stay at that level. It
woul d not be able to exceed that level. |It’s the sanme thing we

did for the nunicipalities and for the school and the education
I evel, that we stayed at this |evel.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN
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Actually, Senator, | -- | respectfully disagree with you
and | would refer you back to the law that you’ re proposing.

Under Section 10, where it says the aggregate extension of
taxing districts to which this |law applies, before 1995 these
are the exceptions to the tax cap. And what you are adding in
i's anot her exception to the tax cap which would allow the public
buil ding conm ssions to recharge their borrowing. Could you
respond to the |anguage under Section 10 that puts another
exception into the tax cap, please?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

| do not have Section 10 in front of nme right here. If you
could hold on one second. Il -- 1 believe that in 1995, when
this went in, that the intent was not to exclude these, that it
is -- it is what Senator Lauzen indicates, but | do not believe
that that was the intent, that that was the same thing that we
did for education and that we did for the nunicipalities, to
clarify this, that we did back in -- in -- in My of 1995 when
we changed it for the educational funding in this Chanber, and
we also changed it for the nunicipalities. | believe that we
clarified that intent at that tine.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Thank vyou. You know, rather than addressing the intent of
a law, | think that we should actually read the |aw and the | aw
says that this is an addition of another exenption to the tax
cap. If we don’t pass this legislation, isn't it true that the
public building comm ssion bonds get gradually paid off and then
property taxes go down? 1Isn't that a fact?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

VWhat -- what would -- M. President, if we could keep the
noise down in the hallway, it seens. | don't think it’s in the
Chanmber. | think it’s in the hallway sonmewhere.

PRESI DENT JONES:
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WIIl the Doorkeepers kindly deal with that issue as relate
to the individual. The Menbers, hold your voices down so we can
hear the discussion. Senator Link.

SENATOR LI NK:

Thank vyou. You -- you are right, if we elimnate this
levy, it -- that the property tax would go down; but if we
elimnate this |evy, we elimnate the public building

comri ssion. The public building comm ssion was intended to
oversee the -- the operation and the existence of the -— of the
-- the buildings of the county governnment, as -- the sanme as
this was for the public education system and the nunici pal
governnents. These were the exceptions of what the set up of --
when we put in the tax cap, they were set up for this exception,
and | think that what we were -- what we are doing right now is
to keep these going. We are not trying to exceed this levy. |
agree, if we were to go over this levy, we nust go to the voters
and go to a referendum W are not going over this levy; we are
trying to do the same thing for the counties as we did for
muni ci palities and education. That's all we are doing with this
pi ece of |egislation.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Lauzen, bring your remarks to a close.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Ckay. M. President, this is a -- thank you very nuch.
But I -- | have to ask two other questions. | served for three
or four years on a public building commssion in ny home county
of Kane County, and this is another puncturing to the tax cap.
These bonds are goi ng down. Anyone who votes for this bill today
is voting against property taxes going down. Let ne ask you --
et nme ask the sponsor just two |ast questions. Last week you

sponsored a hundred mllion dollars of borrowing wthout the
t axpayers’ approval. Let’s look at the inpact of -- of what
this does, and 1'd |like you to answer just two questions. How
many public building conm ssions are -- existence in -- in
I[I'linois and how nuch borrowing does this -- authorize |ocal

officials to execute w thout voter approval? So, how many PBCs
and how nuch debt are we tal king about?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.

27



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT

21st Legi sl ative Day 3/ 19/ 2003

SENATOR LI NK

| don’t know the exact nunmber of how many building
comm ssions that this affects right offhand or the anount, but
this does not exceed the anount of |levy that they have
aut horized right now in existence. W are not increasing any
anmount of noney that they have right now W are keeping it at
the levy that they have right now in existence. There will be no
i ncrease.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Rauschenber ger
SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. | appreciate the sponsor bringing this issue forward,
and | know that the proponents that suggested he carry this bil
probably didn't tell hima little bit about the history of the
public building commssions and 1’1l just very, very briefly
tal k about why this bill is necessary. Wwen | was first elected
to the General Assenbly, public building conm ssions were pretty
controversial. What they had done was they had issued bonds and
entered | ease agreenments with |ocal governnents and were running
operations through their bonding program which was seen as an
abuse. The Illinois Farm Bureau and taxpayers across the State
were outraged and worked very hard to take away the public
buil dings commi ssions’ ability to reissue its debt and to
mai ntain an ongoi ng operation. So, the General Assenbly acted to
grant tax relief by ending public building comm ssions’ ability
to reissue bonds. This is not a mstake that we nmade or an
oversi ght, regardless of how proponents nmay have introduced it
to you. This was an overt act of the General Assenbly in 1994 or
1995 to repeal their right to reissue these bonds. Now, the
proponents cone along and say, “Oh, this is a sinple tax cap
adjustnent”, or “W're just trying to take sonething.” and --
and | know that -- that the volune of bills that have been
offered and asked for you people to carry this tinme have been
i mrense. So, | know that the sponsor has good intentions, but
this subverts, this overturns an act by this -- by the Genera
Assenbly in the past to take away from public building
comri ssions the right to reissue their bonds. As these bonds

expire, it wll grant property tax relief and sonme of the --
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reduce sone  of the pressure on school districts and
muni ci palities and other users. It brings into the sunlight
that they -- if a county wants to build a building, if a-- if a

community college wants to build a building, they have to go to
referendum For years they used the public building comm ssions
to avoid telling the voters what they were doing with their
money. So, | know the sponsor has good intentions, but | would
just call everybody’'s attention to the reason this bill is
before us; it’'s because we’'ve acted in the past to take this
authority away. In the halcyon rush and -- and all the
confusion of the new admnistration comng in, all the changes,
| just think that the people who worked hard to get this
repeal ed have not been alerted to the fact that the public
bui l ding comm ssions are trying to sneak in under the door under
the guise of tweaking sonmething or fixing sonething. This is
not a tweaking, it'’s not a fixing; it’s a restoration of
authority that was taken away by the General Assenbly. To the
fundanmental question of whether this adjusts the tax cap, |
would just call the sponsor and the Menbers’ attention to the
bottom of page 19 on the bill where it says that this exenpts
fromthe tax cap paynents to be made - and then the top of page
20 - from the public building conm ssion |ease rental base as
defined in the Local CGovernment Debt Reform Act, on and on and
on. This is a change to the tax cap. It’s an overturning of
reformentered into by this General Assenbly. It is a backdoor
way of letting |ocal governnments do construction and operating
costs through a -- a -- a bond base w thout the perm ssion of

the voters. So, if that’s not a perversion or subversion of the

tax cap, | don’'t know what is. | know the sponsor didn’t intend
this, and | know the proponents don't always tell the whole
story. But because we're noving so quickly down there, | would
argue that you need to gi ve the taxpayers and the -- the people

who worked hard to get rid of the public building comm ssions
the benefit of the doubt and either perhaps consider taking this
out of the record or I would ask Menbers to vote No or Present
‘cause | know the sponsor’s well-intended. This is not where we
shoul d be going on public policy in the mddle of a difficult

recession, at a tinme when alnost half our school districts are
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in financial trouble. Appreciate your good intentions, and
t hank you

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Geo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Thank you, M. President. The sponsor vyield for a
guesti on?

PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicates he wll.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Wth all the rhetoric we’'ve had here, isn't it true that
the counties cannot increase their levy wthout a referendunf
Under ...

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Yes.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Geo-Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

This bill does not exenpt the counties from property tax
caps, isn't that true?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Yes.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Geo-Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

And then, do | understand then that this bill grants to the
counties the sane authority that has been given to schools and
muni ci palities by the General Assenbly?

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Yes.
SENATOR GEOG KARI S:
Well, we have...

PRESI DENT JONES:
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Senat or Geo- Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

.a public building -- thank you. W have a public
buil dings commission in Lake County, and | don't -- | don't
think that this bill is as drastic as sone of the opponents say
it is. | may be wong, but |I feel it mght be a step in the

right direction when you ve already given the authority to
school -- the same authority to schools and municipalities. And
| think we should be fair and give it to the counties, too.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Any further discussion? Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI
Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DENT JONES:
He indicates he wll.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank vyou. Snator Link, | was looking at the bill and |
noticed that when it talks about the levy in here, it -- it
establishes it as the 1999 |evy. Is there a particular reason

for that rather than current year |evy?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Could you tell nme what page you're -- you' re |ooking at,
Senat or ?

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you. 1t’'s Section 5 on page 2.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

I’m trying to find that because everything we re | ooking
at, it looks at 1995 in the bill. Everything that we’'re show ng
is 1995. We don't show a 1999.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski

SENATOR BURZYNSKI
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Thank you. It is section (n) on page 2 of the bill.
Three. Yeah. [|I’msorry. Yeah.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK

s the question you re asking, why 1999 instead of 1995 or
2003? ..answer best qualified on this is that's where the -- the
-- the levy nmaxed out -- or, leveled out at. At that year of
1999, it was figured out at, Senator.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

s -- is it maxed out or leveled out? Then -- then if
you’ ve got an idea that that’s where it |leveled out then, do we
know what kind of dollars we're tal king about to local units of
gover nnent ?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK

No.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Well, then | ama little confused. If we know it |eveled
out in that year, then we’ve got to have sone idea of -- of what
the dollar anmbunt was. To the bill, I -- 1’ve long -- | don't
know a |ot about public building conm ssions but | do know a
little, and I -- 1’ve been around when a couple of them have
been initiated and wutilized for -- for new buildings in
comrunities and in counties -- county governnment. And they do

serve a very val uable purpose. There’'s no doubt about that. But
|"ve always argued whether or not operations and maintenance

should be included in public building |eases. And what we're

doing here by extending this and by this bill is we are, in
effect, circunventing tax caps, because if this bill does not go
into place, then those people will have to go back, they’'|l have

to put those operations and mai ntenance funds back into their --
their general funds and they will have to go to the voters for a

referendum W are doing exactly what the bill intended. | --
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| suggest that Senator Rauschenberger was exactly right. I
think that, you know, what we're allowing themto do is to bond
for their operations and maintenances rather than just for new
bui l dings. And not only are they doing this for new buildings,
but they’'re also utilizing bonds for their existing buildings,
ol der buildings, as well, and | just don’'t think that’s in the
best interest of the public. Citizens don’'t have input; they
don’t have the opportunity to vote on a referendum So | really
have some concerns with this.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Lauzen, for the second tine.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Thank you, M. President. | ask the sponsor to pull this
bill out of the record for two reasons: Nunber one, we don’t
know what the inpact is of a bill that’s as substantial as this;
nunber two, the answers that -— that the sponsor has given in

t he questions that Senator Ceo-Karis asked are inaccurate. They
are contradicted by the language in his own bill. They are
i haccur at e. To the bill itself: This cane up about two years
ago over in the House. Waubonsee Community College in ny area
thought that the best way to take care of increasing the
buil dings at their canmpus would be to come to Springfield and
ask the Springfield legislators to increase the tax and do
exactly what this bill says. That was not noved forward, |
believe, either in the House or the Senate, but it conmes back
here today. Wat Waubonsee Community College did is that -- led
by a team of volunteer citizens, they went to the voters of that
area, actually twice, and they asked the voters: This is our
mssion; this is how we intend to spend the noney; would you
authorize it. And the voters of our district said yes, go ahead
and spend it. They went to the actual voters, rather than
comng to the legislators, to get permssion, and that’'s the way
that we should do it in this State. They did it the right way at
Waubonsee. | would encourage the -- either the sponsor to take
it out of the record because the inpact is very large and, by
his own adm ssion, does not know the inpact of his own
| egi slation; and, nunber two, the answers that he has given on
this Floor are inaccurate, according to the |anguage in his own
bill.
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PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Link, to close.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you, M. President. All we’'re asking for this bill
is a very sinple thing: To put the counties at the same equity
as that we put -- on the sane |level as that we put education and
muni ci palities. In 1995 My 25th, in this Chanber, we passed a
bill that was sponsored by ny colleagues on the right here, a
bill that passed out of here wth thirty-seven votes, a
Maj ori ty- Republican-bill-sponsored vote, carried out of here to
all ow our educational system to do the sanme -- identical bill
that we’'re allowing -- that we want the counties to do. W'’re
asking for no other exception than what we allowed the
educat i onal system to do and what we’'re allowng the
muni ci palities to do. | ask you to do the sane thing for our

counties to keep our efficient county governnent running in the

sane, exact way. | ask you for affirmative vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:
The question is, shall Senate Bill 153 pass. Al those in

favor will signify by voting Aye. The opposed, Nay. The voting
i's open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? Take the record. On that question
there are 30 voting Aye, 24 voting Nay, 2 voting Present --
Present. This bill, having received the — the -- received the
constitutional majority, is declared passed. Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

M. President, may | request verification of the vote,
pl ease?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Lauzen have -- has requested a — a verification
WIl all Menbers be in their seats? Secretary wll read the

affirmati ve votes.
SECRETARY HAVKER

The follow ng Menbers voted in the affirmative: C ayborne,
Collins, Crotty, Cullerton, DeLeo, del Valle, Denuzio, Garrett,
Geo- Karis, Haine, Harnon, Hendon, Jacobs, Lightford, Link,
Mal oney, Martinez, Meeks, Minoz, Peterson, Radogno, Roskam
Schoenberg, Shadid, Sieben, Dave Sullivan, Trotter, Viverito,
Wol ard, and M. President.
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PRESI DENT JONES:

Does Senator Lauzen have any question of the -- of the
Menmbers who are voting in the -- voting in the affirmtive?
Senat or Lauzen, no questions? Senator Lauzen.

SENATOR LAUZEN

M. President, | do apologize and | respectfully point out
that sone of the names that were read off were either No votes
or Present votes. | don’t know if we need to do that again.

PRESI DENT JONES:

It’s recorded electronically. I'mquite sure the Secretary
read what was presented to her. Secretary will re-read the
affirmative votes. Evidently, there's a malfunction out here.

We’'re awaiting a new list. W want to nmake sure that you all are
recorded correctly.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Fol l owi ng Menbers voted in the affirmative: Cl aybor ne,
Collins, Crotty, Cullerton, DeLeo, del Valle, Denuzio, Garrett,
Geo-Karis, Haine, Harnon, Hendon, Jacobs, Lightford, Link,
Mal oney, Martinez, Meeks, Minoz, Peterson, Radogno, Ronen
Sandoval, Schoenberg, Shadid, Silverstein, Trotter, Viverito,
Wol ard, and M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator  Lauzen, are there ~-- any question of the
affirmati ve votes?
SENATOR LAUZEN

Yes, sir. Thank you very nuch for the courtesy of the
repeating the list. Senator Schoenberg. Thank you. And then...
PRESI DENT JONES:

He’s in the back of the room
SENATOR LAUZEN

Senator Trotter.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Trotter is at his desk.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Okay. Thank you very much.
PRESI DENT JONES:

On a verified roll call, there are 30 voting Aye, 24 voting
Nay, 2 voting Present. Senate Bill 30 {sic} (153), having
received the required constitutional nmjority, 1is declared
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passed. Senator Cullerton. Senator Cullerton. Did you indicate

you want to nake your conm ttee announcenents?
SENATOR CULLERTON:

Thank you, M. President, Menbers of the Senate. The
Judiciary Conmittee will neet at 1:30 in Room 400 to consider
anendnents that were passed out of Rules yesterday. 1: 30,

Judi ciary, in Room 400.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:
Ri se for purpose of an announcenent.
PRESI DENT JONES:
State your point.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

The Senate Executive Committee will nmeet at 1 o'clock in
Room 212. W ll be -- we'll be -- we’'ll be considering Floor
Amendnent 1 to Senate Bill 1, Floor Amendnent 2 to Senate Bill

291, Floor Anendnent 1 to Senate Bill 737, Floor Anendnent 1 to
Senate Bill 1865 and Fl oor Anendnent 1 to Senate Bill 1997, plus

all other -- matters that were previously posted, M. President.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Thank you. Senate -- Senator Hal vorson.
SENATOR HALVORSON:

Thank you, M. President. I'’d Iike to announce a Denocr at

Caucus in the President’s O fice at noon, while we're in recess.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Burzynski .
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank you, M. President. The Republicans wll be
caucusing in Senator Watson’s O fice at noon, as well.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Schoenber g, what purpose you rise?
SENATOR SCHCENBERG

Thank you, M. President. The Calendar lists the starting
time for the Econom c and Fiscal Conmission neeting to be 9:30.
Those Menbers who are nenbers of the Comm ssion should note that
that neeting will begin at 9 a.m, not at 9:30, in Room 122B of
the Capitol.
PRESI DENT JONES:
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Thank you. GCkay. The Senate will stand in -- stand in

recess until the <call of the Chair. After -- after the

conmm ttees have net, the Senate will reconvene for Floor action.

The Senate now stands in recess. W expect to return at 3 p.m
and the plan is to work from3 to 5 on Senate Bills 3rd Reading
and perhaps sone 2nd Readings. 3 p.m on the Senate Floor. W

now stand i n recess.

( SENATE STANDS | N RECESS/ SENATE RECONVENES)

PRESI DENT JONES:

The Senate will come to order. For the Menbers who are in
their office, we are ready to reconvene. |If you can make it to
the Senate Floor, we will comence reading on -- going to -- we
wi Il commence by going to 3rd Readi ng again. So if you're in
your offices, kindly cone to the Senate Floor. Christina Keegan
of the Mirris H gh School Oacle seeks |eave to photograph the
pr oceedi ngs. Is leave granted? Leave is granted. Madam
Secretary, Commttee Reports.

SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senator Link, Chairman of the Conmttee on Revenue, reports
Senate Anmendnent No. 2 to Senate Bill 179 Be Adopted; Senate
Anmendnent No. 2 to Senate Bill 334, Senate Amendnent No. 1 to
Senate Bill 362 and Senate Anmendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 1864,
al | Be Adopt ed.

Senator Silverstein, Chairperson of the Commttee on
Executive, reports Senate Anmendnment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1,
Senate Amendnment No. 2 to Senate Bill 291, Senate Anendnment No.
1 to Senate Bill 737, Senate Amendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 1865
and Senate Amendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 1997 Be Adopted, as
well as Senate Joint Resolution 24 al so Be Adopted.

Senator Cullerton and Senator Dillard, Co-Chairpersons of
the Committee on Judiciary, reports Senate Anmendnent No. 1 to
Senate Bill 58, Senate Anmendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 149,
Senate Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 256, Senate Anmendnent No.
1 to Senate Bill 387, Senate Amendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 406
and Senate Amendnent No. 1 to Senate Bill 883, all Be Approved
for Consideration.

PRESI DENT JONES:
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Messages fromthe House.

A Message fromthe House by M. Rossi, Cerk
M. President - | am directed to inform the Senate
that the House of Representatives has passed bills of the
followng titles, in the passage of which | aminstructed to ask
t he concurrence of the Senate, to wt:
House Bills 496, 2354, 2478, 2533, 2835, 2900,
3093, 3274 and 3480.
Passed t he House, March 19, 2003.
| have a like Message with respect to House Bills 1493,
2146, 2441, 2453, 2579, 2843, 2849, 2860, 2913 and 3552.

Al'l passed the House,
PRESI DENT JONES:
Madam Secret ary,
SECRETARY HAVKER
House Bill 293,
(Secretary
House Bill 294,
(Secretary
House Bill 308,
(Secretary
House Bill 516,
(Secretary
House Bill 526,
(Secretary

House Bill 1175,

March 19, 2003.

House Bills 1st Readi ng.

of fered by Senator Marti nez.
reads title of bill)

of fered by Senator Trotter.
reads title of bill)

of fered by Senat or
reads title of bill)

Si | ver st ei n.

of fered by Senator W nkel .
reads title of bill)

of fered by Senator Wl sh
of bill)
Senat or W nkel .

reads title

of fered by

(Secretary reads title
1187,
(Secretary reads title
1246,
(Secretary reads title
1285,
(Secretary
1412,
(Secretary
1455,
(Secretary
1585,

House Bi | | of fered by

House Bi | | of fered by

House Bil | of fered by
reads title
House Bil | of fered by
reads title
House Bil | of fered by
reads title

House Bi | | of fered by

of bill)
Senat or
of bill)
Senat or Wl sh.
of bill)
Senat or
of bill)
Senat or
of bill)
Senat or
of bill)
Senat or

Cul | erton.

Garrett.

Crotty.

Shadi d.

Si eben.
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(Secretary reads title of bill)
House Bill 2136, offered by Senator Cullerton.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
And House Bill 2525, offered by Senator W nkel.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
1st Reading of the bills.
PRESI DENT JONES:
WIIl all Menbers in their offices kindly cone to the Senate
Fl oor? W are about to commence on 3rd Readi ng. Senat or Geo-
Kari s, what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR GEO KARI S:
M. President...
PRESI DENT JONES:
St ate your purpose.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

..and Ladies and Centlenen of the Senate, | have two guests
here sitting wwth ne who are here on the -- the technol ogica
prograns. One is ny great-niece, Madeline -— Madeline Colis -
C-OL-1-S - and the other one is Brittany Reed. They are from

A enview and | believe that their State Senator is Senator Susan
Garrett. And | would like you to welconme them And up there in
the gallery is Brittany’s nother, Ms. Dom ni que Reed, and - and
Madel i ne’s father, George P. Colis, ny nephew. And | would I|ike
you all to welcone them here.
PRESI DENT JONES:

W I our guests in the gallery please rise? Madam
Secretary, Messages fromthe House.
SECRETARY HAVKER

A Message fromthe House by M. Rossi, O erk.

M. President - | am directed to inform the Senate
that the House of Representatives has passed bills of the
followng titles, in the passage of which | aminstructed to ask
t he concurrence of the Senate, to wit:

House Bills 463, 1118, 1358, 1374, 1516, 2332,
2509, 2790, 2805 and 3467.
Passed the House, March 19, 2003.
PRESI DENT JONES:
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On page 30 of the Calendar, on the Order of Senate Bills
3rd Reading. This is final action. Senate Bill 154. Senator
Li nk? Madam Secretary, read the bill.

SECRETARY HAWKER
House {sic} Bill 154.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you, M. President. This bill anends the County Code
for the purpose and use of revenue for special county retai
occupation tax. What this bill does is give the counties
permssion to hold a front-door referendum for transportation
only to raise their sales tax. This is a front-door referendum
All we are doing is allowing non-home rule county to hold a
referendum -- by county board authorization. ['Il be nore than
happy to answer any questions.

PRESI DENT JONES:

| s there any discussion? Senator Geo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

M. President and Ladies and Gentlenen of the Senate, |
stand in support of this bill, and this is a bill | passed tw ce
in this Senate and twice it was held in the House. And we need
it. What we’'re going to use it is for transportation purposes
for the roads, our county roads. And -- and it’'s a front-door
referendum If the people don’'t want it, then they don’'t have to
vote for it in ny county. And | certainly urge support from
everyone.

PRESI DENT JONES:

s there any further discussion? Senator Link, to close.
SENATOR LI NK:

| just would | ook favorable to a lot of affirmative votes.
Thank you.

PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 154 pass. Al those in
favor, signify by voting Aye. Those opposed, vote Nay. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that
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question, there are 52 voting Aye, 1 Nay, no one voting Present.
This bill, having received the required constitutional nmgjority,
is declared passed. Senate Bill 157. Senator Lightford, what
pur pose do you rise?

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, M. President. On a point of persona
privil ege.

PRESI DENT JONES:

St ate your point.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

M. President, 1'd like for this Body to welcone MECA
El ementary School in Bellwod. They' re here, sonme of ny Kkids,
fromthe district with staff and Peggy Al exander. If you could
pl ease wel cone them |If you would rise, please.

PRESI DENT JONES:

WIl our guests in the gallery please rise and be
recogni zed by the Senate? Madam Secretary, please read the
bill.

SECRETARY HAWKER
Senate Bill 157.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Readi ng of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Hal vorson.
SENATOR HALVORSON:

Thank you, M. President and Menbers of the Senate. Senate
Bill 157 allows counties to require surveyors to provide
geodetic survey control values in connection with a subdivision
pl at . This also allows counties which have invested in a GS
systemto do their plat work on a computer
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any discussion? Is there any discussion? The
guestion is, shall Senate Bill 157 pass. Al those in favor,
signify by wvoting Aye. Nay -- those opposed, vote Nay. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that
guestion, there are 51 voting Aye, no one — no Nays, 1 voting
Present. This bill, having received the required constitutiona
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mapjority, is declared passed. Senate Bill 157 is declared
passed. Senate Bill 170. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 170.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Wal sh.
SENATOR WALSH

Thank you, M. President and Menbers of the Senate. Senate
Bill 170 anmends the Property Tax Code. \What this bill does is,
the funds that are collected from the purchaser of property for
del i nquent taxes shall be used to defray the cost of providing

el ectronic access to property tax collection records and

del i nquent tax sale records. | know of no opposition. This is
not a fee increase. This is not a fee increase. It’s just
addi ng another way that the noney that has cone —- that cones

in, how it can be used to provide the property tax records and
things on the Internet.
PRESI DENT JONES:
| s there any discussion? Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN
Thank you. Couple of questions for the sponsor.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Sponsor indicate he'll vyield.
SENATOR LAUZEN

kay. | understand, from the description just now, that
this is not a -- an increase of an existing fee but an expansion
of what the existing fee can be used for. |Is that right?

PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Wal sh.
SENATOR WAL SH
That’ s correct.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN
Can you tell us why Cook County is excluded in this bill?
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Wl sh
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SENATOR WALSH

Excuse me? | -- 1| -- 1 didn't catch that.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Can you tell us why Cook County is excluded on this bill?
If it’s good for the rest of the State, why not Cook County?
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or \Wal sh
SENATOR WALSH

It’s ny understanding that they already have the necessary
funding for their Internet’s websites.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Just a -- just a caution on the bill. | -- | understand
and | respect the sponsor, understand what we're trying to
acconpl i sh. If 1’m not mstaken, this is a clarification -
maybe in your closing coments - a clarification based on sone

decision froma judge or Attorney GCeneral, at sone point, saying
that it couldn't be used, where many State -- many counties
al ready believe that it can be used for this purpose. MW -- ny
only caution would be that any expansion of uses puts pressure
on obtaining nore fees. But if you could clarify the -- where
this came from that would be hel pful
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senator Wal sh, to cl ose.
SENATOR WALSH

Wel |, thank you, Senator. | appreciate the questions, and
you are correct. In =-- in -- in commttee we discussed the
i ssue about your belief that -- that what we are trying to do
here and the next bill that |I'm going to have, Senate Bill 171

are both issues that cone from the clerks and the recorders’
offices, and it has -- it was spelled out by Attorney Ceneral
Jim Ryan, in a decision on -- in a statement on October 12th of
2000, that neither the <clerks nor the recorders had the
statutory authority to use the fees that they have right now
that are comng in to be used for the purchase of autonmation on
the Internet. And so, that's what this -- this issue is -- is
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about . Again, it’s not a fee increase; it is just using the
existing fees comng in to better provide service to the -- to
the constituents. | ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 170 pass. All those in
favor, vote Aye. Those opposed, vote Nay. The -- the voting is

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? Take the record. On that question, there

are 53 voting Aye, there are no Nays, 3 voting Present. Senate
Bill 170, having received a constitutional majority, is declared
passed. Senate Bill 171. Read the bill, Madam Secretary.

SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate Bill 171.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Wl sh
SENATOR WALSH

Thank you, M. President and Menbers of the Senate. 171 is

a conpanion bill. Basically deals with the exact same issue
that allows the recorders to -- to use their fees to provide
nmore information on -- on the Internet.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any discussion? Is there any discussion? The
question is, -- shall Senate Bill 171 pass. All those in favor,
vote Aye. The opposed, Nay -- vote No. The voting is open.

Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? Take the record. On that question, there are
53 voting Aye, no Nays, 2 voting Present. Senate Bill 53 {sic}
(171), having received the required constitutional majority, is

decl ared passed. Senate Bill 180. I’msorry. Senate Bill 179.
Take it out of the record. Senate Bill 180. Senate Bill 186
Madam Secretary, read the bill. Qut of the record. Senate Bil
190. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 193. Read the bill, Madam
Secretary.

SECRETARY HAVKER
Senate Bill 193.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
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PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Bill 193 extends the deadline for application
for early retirenent. The reason for this bill, and in the
di scussion in the conmttee, it was brought out that if we don't
do this, extend the deadline, that we wll force a nunber of
teachers, because in the contracts they usually need one or two
years’ notice, that we're going to force a |ot of teachers out
earlier than what they would go. And with the shortage, we
don’t think that’'s a good idea, and | just ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

| s there any di scussion? Senator Brady.

SENATOR BRADY:

Senator, this issue passed out unaninously and this is an
issue that we pass approximately every five years, typically
unani nousl y.

PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:
Yes, it is.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Br ady.
SENATOR BRADY:
Thank you.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Jacobs, to cl ose.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Just ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 186 pass. Al -- all
those -- I'm sorry, Senate Bill 193 pass. Al those in favor,
signify by voting Aye. Opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who w sh? Take the record. On that question, there are 55
voti ng Aye, no Nays, no one voting Present. This bill, having
received -- received the required constitutional majority, 1is
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decl ared passed. Senate Bill -- Senate Bill 195. Read the
bill, Madam Secretary.

SECRETARY HAVKER
Senate Bill 195.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:
Senat or Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Bill 195 allows for certain retired teachers to
remain in retirement status and continue to receive their --
retirenment annuities while engaging enploynment in a designated
subj ect shortage area. In effect what it says, if you have an
area that has a shortage, there are no teachers avail able and
there is a mechanism of which we nust go through on that, that
if they are -- are -- are -- don’t have any teachers then
teachers, can come back and teach and still retain their --
their retirenent, but, yet, at the sanme tine, they don't --
don’t contribute into the retirenent fund. 1 ask for...

PRESI DENT JONES:

Is there any discussion? |s there any discussion? Senator

Br ady.
SENATOR BRADY:

Thank you. The sponsor yield?
PRESI DENT JONES:

He indicates he wll.

SENATOR BRADY:

Senator, this is the second of three bills that in
commttee we agreed we’d nove ahead w thout going to the Pension
Laws Comm ssion. But these are the -- the second of only three.
And the rest, it's still your intention to take through the
Pensi on Laws Commi ssi on?

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Yes, sir. In fact, 1’'lIl talk to you about that a little
| ater ‘cause ny intentions are to -- to do even nore than that.

But, yes, you're absolutely correct.
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PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Br ady.
SENATOR BRADY:

Geat, and | stand in support of the legislation. | think
it’ll help school districts that need this kind of help. Thank
you.

PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Jacobs, to close.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DENT JONES:

The question is, shall Senate Bill 195 pass. Al those in
favor, signify by voting Aye. Opposed, Nay. The question is
open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? Take the record. On that question, there

are 56 voting Aye, no Nays, no one voting Present. This bill,
having received the required constitutional maj ority, IS
decl ared passed. Senate Bill 196. Senator Sul livan. Dave

Sullivan. Senate Bill 200. Senator Watson. CQut of the record.
Senate Bill 206. Senator Lightford. Madam Secretary, read the
bill.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate Bill 206.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DENT JONES:

Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, M. President. Senate Bill 206 anends the
provisions of the School Code relating to waivers and
nmodi fication of School Code mandates. It requires that | ocal
public hearings on district waivers are held a day different
from the actual regular board neeting. It requires that a
witten notice of public hearing is given to the State
| egislator and that a conpliance notification goes out to the
public in an accurate manner and brings back a description of
what actually happened in the public hearing. I’d be happy to
answer any questions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Di scussi on? Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. | was just trying to renenber. |
was one of the No votes in commttee on this, Senator Lightford,
and | was trying to renenber exactly why. And | think one of
the concerns that | had when | |ooked at this bill was sinply
from the standpoint that it is a nmandate on |ocal school
districts again relative to providing all of this information,
not only changing the date of the hearing - they already had
their local school board neetings set - but also notification of

| egislators and whether or not that’s necessary when we're

tal ki ng about mandates. W see all those mandates down here
anyway, so, you know, | -— 1 just wanted to nmakes those points
and indicate that it is a -- a mandate on school districts, wll

cost them sone funds to conme into conpliance.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? |If not, Senator Lightford
may cl ose.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, M. President. Senator Burzynski, thank you for
those coments; however, there is not a funding problem here.
There would absolutely be no fiscal inpact, and | believe, as
| egislators, we need to know what we’'re voting on when we have
bookl ets full of mandates and waivers that we're not famliar
with., [1'd ask for an Aye vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 26 pass.

Al in favor will vote Aye. Opposed will -- will vote Nay. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that

question, the Ayes are 36, the Nays are 17, none voting Present.
Senate Bill 206, having received the required constitutional
majority, is declared passed. 208. Senat or Lightford. Madam
Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 208.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, M. President. Senate Bill 208 deals with -- it
creates the actual Teacher Honmebuyer Assistance Act. This is an
effort to address our teacher shortage problem that we will be
facing. It gives the Housing Devel opnent Authority the ability

to establish and adm nister a program to provide down paynent
assistance to public school teachers purchasing residences
within a district with |owperform ng challenging schools and
assists those teachers with the ability to do deferred paynent
at a low interest rate up to five percent. If the teacher
remains in the district for that five-year period, then the |oan
woul d beconme a grant. |1’d be happy to answer any questions.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

I s there discussion? Senator Risinger.
SENATOR RI SI NGER

WIIl the Senator yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator indicates she will yield. Senator Risinger.
SENATOR RI SI NGER

Senator, this is a -- a -- a good bill fromthe standpoint

that we need to give sone incentives to have teachers to remain

in these school districts, but we -- we don’t have a value on
the inpact -- the -- the dollar inpact. There was a fiscal note
on it and canme back unknown. Do you have any idea or any

feeling for what the cost of this programwoul d be?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Senator Risinger, there’'s actually no concept in full of
the total fiscal inpact from the Housing Devel opnent Authority,
dependi ng on what the market rate will be of honmes w thin that
five-year follow ng period.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Ri si nger
SENATOR RI SI NGER

But do we have an idea? |Is this a mllion-dollar hit, or
is this a half-mllion-dollar hit, or is this a five-mllion-

dollar hit? Do you -- do we have any idea at all?
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

No dol |l ar anbunt was given, but | believe if there were, it

woul d be extrenely | ow.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Senator -- Senator R singer.
SENATOR RI SI NGER

| also understand that they can live anywhere within the
school district. So in the Chicago school district, which is
rather |arge, a person would be able to buy a hone that would
actually be several mles away from maybe the school that they
teach in. |Is that correct?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Wthin the district area of the |ow perform ng chall enging
school . So, whatever the range of that particular school
district is, then that would be the area that the teacher would
have to live in, in a five-year period, in order to receive the
| oan.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Ri si nger.

SENATOR RI SI NGER

Thank you, Senator. I -- 1 -- 1 think this a good bill
from the standpoint that we do need to have incentives for
teachers. | am concerned about what the dollar inpact wll be,
and | would urge this side of the aisle to vote No or Present on
this bill. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. WIl the sponsor vyield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

I ndi cates she will yield. Senator Burzynski.

SENATOR BURZYNSKI

| didn’t quite hear. |s there noney set aside or allocated
for this?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you. Actually it’s a loan, Senator Burzynski, and it
woul d not becone in the form of a grant until five years from
now. So, actually, it would just be a |loan to provide themwth
a five-percent down paynent of whatever the market rate of the
horme is.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

| understand it’s a loan, but where does the nobney cone
fromfor the | oans?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

It’s fromwith whom they get their financing from Senator
The bank area that they get their financing from It’s not a
| oan that’s coming fromour funding here.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you. Well, the noney has to cone from sonepl ace, so
I’m assunming this is a State program since we've got State
| egislation. So, what State agency is involved with this and do
t hey have funds appropriated? And if they do so, how nuch and
where do their funds conme fron? Are they general obligation
bonds? Are they revenue bonds? Is it Ceneral Revenue Fund?
That’s what |’ m | ooking for.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

No. Actually, it would be adm nistered, again, through the
I1'linois Housing Devel opnent Authority, and there has not been a
price tag labeled to this I egislation.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you. And where does the Illinois Housing Devel opnent
Aut hority get their funding fron?
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Fromthis great Body.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

And what is the mechanism from which they get their funding
fron? 1Is it G O bonds, revenue bonds? |Is it General Revenue
Fund?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Actual ly, Senator Burzynski, they -- they're neutral on
this legislation. They did not include a fiscal inpact, and if
it were, I"'msure it will be at a lowcost. And | think the key
here is that we're trying to attract teachers into areas where
it’s hard to staff. And we all know that there will be a
enor nous teacher shortage that we're facing, and this is just an
attraction to get teachers to go to areas where children need
servi ces nost.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator -- Senator Burzynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :
Thank you. I do understand the intent. I’ m aski ng where

the funds conme from Very sinply, where does the nobney cone
fron? And if -- well, just where does the noney come fronf
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

What fundi ng, Senator?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Bur zynski .

SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

For the fourth time, | believe, is it G O bonds, revenue
bonds, General Revenue Fund? Who's going to pay for it?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:
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Thank vyou. For the final time that nunber has not been
determ ned by the agency.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Il wll -- let nme try and enunciate a little nore clearly.
|”m not asking about the dollar amunt now. W' ve already --
we’'ve already indicated that we don’'t know what the dollar
anount is. \Were are the dollars comng fron? What obligation
of the State? General Revenue Fund? Revenue bonds? GO
bonds? O whatever. Vendi ng nachi nes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMUZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, Senator. I clearly understand you. | don’'t
have a problem that |’ m hooked on phonics. There is no genera
obligation funding nmechanism that has been provided for this
legislation from the Illinois Departnent Housing Authority.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

So then there’s no funding for the bill?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

There was no fiscal inpact provided at this time for
appropriation, Senator.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you. To ny colleagues, | -- | understand what the
Senator is getting at, but I’mnot asking questions that are out
of line here at all. Just looking for a source of funds for the
program nunber one. Nunmber two, |ooking for a set of rules. |
didn’t even ask about the rules to inplenent the program and
what those m ght be, where we m ght focus that on. But it just
seens to ne like there are an awful |ot of unanswered questi ons,

and | woul d encourage either a Present or a No vote. Thank you.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further -- further discussion? Senat or
Rauschenber ger .
SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER:

Question of the sponsor.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

I ndi cates she will yield. Senator Rauschenberger.
SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER:

My community was one of the first communities in the State
to do resident officer prograns and the goal was to get police
officers to occupy dwellings in nore transitional neighborhoods
of the -- of the town of Elgin, where | live in. And it was
gquite a success. |I'mjust a little curious. The concept there
was that a police officer living in a neighborhood becane kind
of invested in his neighborhood and kind of helped stabilize
ar eas. | guess ny question is on this, the residency
requiremnents. | mean, obviously, for a teacher in the Chicago
public school systemit’s not a big problem to select, but in
some of the smaller downstate districts and sonme of the
districts in the suburbs, | just don’t wunderstand why the
provision in here of residency in the district is inportant. I
don’'t think we | ook to teachers to stabilize nei ghborhoods. And

in particular, you know, if a teacher wants to live two mles

outside the boundary of a school district, | nean -- can you
tell me what the origin or the -- the logic behind residency in
an artificial school district? | nean, it may just be -- have

been picked up or <copied from the resident police officer
program but it just seens to nme that this mght be sonething
that you mght want to think about taking out of the bill,
‘cause it -- it doesn't seem to ne, the residency requirenent
has nmuch to do with attracting new teachers.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:

A question of the sponsor.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates she will yield. Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD

Oh do we have an answer there for that question?
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

well, first of all, | didn't know it was a question. He

didn't ask | eave...
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:

He asked for a question of the sponsor. Yes.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates -- Al right. Let’s go back to Senator
Rauschenberger. You wsh to have your question answered?
Senator Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank -- thank you, M. President. Thank you, Senator
Rauschenberger, for bringing up that point. Actually what 1’ m
hoping to address there is that teachers face housing problens
that exacerbate a school district’'s efforts to attract and
retain qualified teachers and many of them cannot afford to live
in the comunities in which they teach. They' re com ng fresh
out of college and need a hone and so -- making it difficult for
them to becone active nmenbers of their school’s community. So,
we’'re hoping to provide opportunities for themto participate in
after-school activities, tutoring, coaching and benefits that
they would bring to children and the community in which they are
enpl oyed to teach
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:

A guestion of the sponsor.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

I ndi cates she will yield. Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:

Do you have a definition for a |ow-performng school? |
mean, is -- is there a -- is there a standard?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:.

Yes, | do. Low perform ng chall enge schools neans a pubic
school that does not neet State goals, as defined and designated
by the State Board of Ed.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Luechtefeld.
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SENATOR LUECHTEFELD

Are there -- you know, | know there are different -- there
are standards, different |evels. Does -- is it nore specific
t han that?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:
No.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Senat or Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD
Anot her question. You know, again, | -- | guess | |ook at
this as -- you know, | taught school for an awful long tinme and

-- and | wunderstand what you're trying to do. You know you’'re

trying to -- trying to get better teachers to conme into schools,
that nmaybe it’s very hard to attract those -- those good
teachers. | -- 1 just look at it as the phil osophy of -- of --
of -- again, | take it at the end of five years they get to keep
the noney, is that right? It’'s a loan until the end of five
years?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Correct. It becones a grant after five years.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMUJZI O

Senat or Luechtefel d.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD

You know, | -- | -- ny -- | really have a -- a little bit

of a problemwth the philosophy of that. Who next? Wuo do we
do that to next to attract themto stay within the community? |
-- it -- you know, it -- it’s just a philosophical problemthat
| have with that, Senator. | understand what you're trying to
do, but I'’mnot real sure we want to go down that road.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Hendon.
SENATOR HENDON

Thank you, M. President. First I want to conplinent you
on the patience that you ve shown the length of sone of these

questions that have been answered nore than two or three tines
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and you've allowed Memnbers to continue asking the sane

guestions. But at sone point, we don't want to overdo it. I'd
like to nove the previous question. I think it’s an excell ent
bill and we should nove forward.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Thank you very nuch. First let nme say that the Chair does
not accept your adnonishnment. Further discussion? Senat or
Br ady.

SENATOR BRADY:
Sponsor yi el d?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates she will yield. Senator Brady.
SENATOR BRADY:

Senator Lightford, there are various |oan prograns today
out there that allow someone to borrow a hundred percent of the
purchase price and receive down paynent assistance through
vari ous prograns. Wul d your program allow them to, in fact,
borrow nore than a hundred percent of the purchase price?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

No, it’s up to five percent.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Br ady.

SENATOR BRADY:

But if they' re already borrowi ng a hundred percent and they
borrow another five percent from you -- through your program
could they then owe a hundred and five percent? *‘Cause nany of
these prograns, people can finance over -- up to a hundred
percent of it already. So, this, then, allow a -- a teacher to
have an obligation against the property higher than a hundred
percent ?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Senator, we’'re only dealing with the down paynment portion
here and that would be up to five percent.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Br ady.
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SENATOR BRADY:

No, what |I'’m saying is that in today s marketpl ace, you can
borrow a hundred percent wthout this program And if this
program all ows someone to borrow five percent from the State,
would that nean they could, in fact, owe a hundred and five
percent? \What -- what stipulations do you have in here that
don't allow themto borrow a hundred percent?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Senator Lightford.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you. No. To your question, and this only provides
for up to five percent of down paynment. The hundred percent has
nothing to do with this legislation. It has to be used only for
a down paynent up to five percent. No, it cannot exceed, in any
way, to cover any other costs occurred in the purchase of a
honme, only the down paynent portion.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further -- Senator Brady.
SENATOR BRADY:

| -- | nmust not be expl aining.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Vell ...
SENATOR BRADY:

| guess one of the problens | find with this -- and unless
you can answer it differently, 1'Il have to assune is a problem

- is that in today' s narketplace, sonmeone can borrow a hundred
percent of their purchase price, wthout this program You' re
now allowing them to get five percent from the State. That
woul d nmean that they would owe a hundred and five percent and
the State woul d have a second nortgage w thout any equity. So,
|l -- 1 -- just -- without an answer to that question, that's
what | have to assune. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Al right. Senat or
Burzynski, for a second tine.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. | -- | really am hesitant to
rise for a second tinme; however, since | obviously mssed the

answer to nmy question and Senator Hendon heard the answer to ny
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question, maybe he can answer. |Is it Revenue bonds, G O bonds,
or Ceneral Revenue Fund?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? |If not, Senator Lightford
may cl ose.
SENATOR LI GHTFORD:

Thank you, M. President. Senator Brady, actually you do
not fully understand the bill and what it’s intended to do in
terms of only providing a five percent down paynent of the cost.
But | just don't want us to get lost in the point of the
| egislation in assisting schools to attract quality teachers to

help in |low-performng challenge areas, and |1'd ask for an Aye

vot e.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Question is, shall Senate Bill 208 pass. Those in favor
will vote Aye. Those opposed wll vote Nay. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who w sh? Take the -- take the record. On that
question, the Ayes are 35, the Nays are 20, 1 voting Present.
Senate Bill 208, having received the required constitutional
majority, is declared passed. Senate Bill 229. Senat or Link
Senator Link? 230? On the Oder of Senate Bills 3rd Reading,
m ddl e of page 31, is Senate Bill 230. Madam Secretary, read
the bill.
SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 230.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK

Thank you, M. President. This anmends the School Code and

the State Mandates Act in reference to teacher | eaves of absence

for <collective Dbargaining organization -- representations
duti es. What this bill basically does is for teachers who are
in collective bargaining organizations, that they shall be

granted a |eave of absence up to six years or a period of tine
that a teacher serves as an officer, whichever is longer, and it
anends the State Mandates Act to require the -- inplenentation
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of this and it’s without reinmbursenent for the State. It is at

no cost to the State.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. |Is there discussion? |If not, the question is,
shall Senate Bill 230 pass. Those in favor wll vote Aye.
Those opposed will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wi sh? Take the record. On that question, the Ayes are 37, the
Nays are 15, 1 voting Present. Senate Bill 230, having received
the required constitutional majority, is declared passed. 232.
Senator Trotter. 233. Senator Trotter. 235. Senat or
Silverstein. Al'l right. On the Order of Senate Bills 3rd
Reading is Senate Bill 235. Madam Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 235.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

Thank -- thank you, M. President. Wat this bill does is
requires bank notification to a principal of a power of attorney
of the bank’s reliance upon the power of attorney to be sent by
certified or registered nail. It increased the consuner tine to
object to the power of attorney fromten days to thirty days
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Is there discussion? Discussion? |If not, the
guestion, is shall Senate Bill 235 pass. Those in favor wll
vote Aye. Those opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who

w sh? Take the record. On that question, the Ayes are 51, the

Nays are none, none voting Present. Senate Bill 235, having
received the required constitutional majority, is declared
passed. 243. Senator Silverstein. On the Order of Senate

Bills 3rd Reading, Senate Bill 243, Madam Secretary.
SECRETARY HAVKER
Senate Bill 243.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

Thank you, M. President. This creates the -- the Conputer
Lenon Act. Establishes rights for purchasers of defective
conputers and other related itens, including ineffective repairs
under warranty. Nothing el se.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

I s there discussion? Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you, M. Speaker -- or, M. President. WIl the
sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Just to slow this freight train down a little, Senator.
Can you tell us -- | don't recall. Didthis bill cone through
Exec or did it go through another comittee? Judi ciary or
sonet hi ng?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Went through Judiciary.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Senator, were there any opponents, either in conmttee, or
do you have any information about any opponents on the bill?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

There are no opponents. Ch, Senator Petka, | think, voted
No.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

There may not have been and -- and I -- | just was just
handed this. You know, it’'s just one of those bills you just

kind of renmenber sonmething and we’'re noving so fast that you
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kind of junp up and you're not sure what you re doing. But
here’s my question. The |1 MA apparently filed a wtness slip,
staff just handed to ne, in opposition to the bill. Do you
recall what their opposition was?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

| don’t renenber ever receiving an opposition slip on this
bill fromthe I MA
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Okay. | nean, | take that at face value, that -- that you
haven’'t been contacted by ‘em Let me ask you to guess what
their opposition m ght be.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Wel |, Senator -- Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

| would object. That’'s a specul ative answer. | don’t know
what -- | don’t know what their opposition would be. |’ve been

around here for the |ast eight weeks and we’'re trying to get the
freight train noving, even though we're not noving that fast
ri ght now, as you say.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Well, Ladies and CGentlenen, | -- you know, | beg to differ
with you. W are not noving fast. Al right. Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Just a word of caution to ny colleagues on -- on this side
of the aisle. The IMA is concerned about this bill. They have
voi ced sonme opposition, at least in the formof a witness slip
in commttee, and I’d urge a No or Present vote. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator Dillard.
SENATOR DI LLARD:

.Lf the sponsor would yield for a coupl e questions.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Indicates he will yield. Senator Dllard.
SENATOR DI LLARD:
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Senator Silverstein, are we going to nmake a custoner who
buys a conputer, rather than dealing with the retailer, where it
m ght be our nei ghborhood vendor who sold us the conputer, are
we now going to have to deal with sonme nmanufacturer a |ong
di stance away and pay nmiling costs and everything, as opposed
to our retailer?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMUJZI O
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

That’s correct. It’Il only deal with the manufacturer.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Dillard.

SENATOR DI LLARD:

How long would a typical manufacturer’s warranty be on a
conput er ?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

It has to be twenty-four nonth m ni num

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator -- further discussion? Senator Dl ard.
SENATOR DI LLARD
s -- is there -- what’'s the statute of limtations in your

bill? Is it two years also then?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

| don't believe there’s a statute of limtation in the
bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Dillard.
SENATOR DI LLARD:

Don’t nost manufacturers, Senator Silverstein, offer

sonebody the option to buy an extended warranty?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Yes, if it’s greater, according to this Act.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Al  right. Furt her di scussion? Al  right. Senat or
Ri ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator R ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Thank you. Senator, |I’m | ooking at Section 15 of the bill
entitled *“Coverage and coverage period.” And as | read that
Section, it <creates a two-year warranty for the purchaser
regardl ess of what the purchase agreenent or the contract m ght
have been between the custoner and the manufacturer. s that
fair to say?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

That’s -- that's correct.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Righter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Thank vyou. What is -- what’'s the thinking behind two
years, as opposed to a year and a half or three years, and
putting in the warranty in law like that, as opposed to letting
t hat be deci ded between the purchaser and the manufacturer?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

| think you want some -- definite time and | don’t know
what -- you know, | think you need sone -- sone definite tine
and you need sone finality here. But I -- | don’t see anything
wong wth twenty-four nonths. | think that’'s perfectly

reasonabl e.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Ri ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Well, now, you use the term “finality”. Does that nean
that after two years, the manufacturer would not be allowed to
be sued under this Act?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

No. After their repair, they have additional twenty-four
nont hs.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Al right. Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

I’m-- 1 didn't hear that |ast response, Senator.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

| refer you to page 3, “All repairs nust be guaranteed by
the manufacturer for a term of 2 years.” That’s on line 16
page 3.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Ri ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Then after that two years, if | have a conputer and at two
years and 1 nonth it goes bad on ne, then do |I have a cause of
action agai nst the manufacturer?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

| don't Dbelieve so. But | -- | -- that’s another
specul ati ve question, but |I don’t believe so.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Righter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

Wth all due respect, Senator, it's not a speculative
guesti on. In Illinois law, we have statute of limtations so
that parties know exactly how long they have to commence an
action, and I would think that a manufacturer would be entitled
to know, if they're going to be on the hook for a bad conputer
how | ong they' re on the hook for. | nean, with this -- | nean,
there are certain areas in law, like forgery and -- and nurder
and other -- and stuff and other cases where you don’t have a
statute of limtations, but |I'’mnot aware of one in -- in civi
actions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Senator -- Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

Was that a question or a conment? |...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Ri ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

1] rephrase it. Wy isn't there a statute of
[imtations? And if there is one, what is it?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

It’s two years under this -- under this Act or two years
for repair. Yeah -- yeah...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

I’m not tal king about the warranty. I’m tal king about the
cause of action. This bill entitles someone to file a lawsuit,
does it not? And if it does, how long do they have to file that
|awsuit after they realize that the conputer is no good?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

On page 5, Section 25, gives the right for a cause of
action, but there is no statute of limtation. So this solves
the problem in ny mnd, that if -- | nmean, if you | ook at civi
actions, Section 25.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Righter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

In nost of the other areas of civil law that |'m famliar
with, there is a statute of limtations - products liability,
nmedi cal mal practice, other -- these areas. What is your
rational for not putting any statute of limtations whatsoever

init? So soneone can conme back ten or fifteen years |ater and
say, “You know, you sold ne a bad conputer back then and now I’ m
going to file the suit.” What -- what's the rationale for
leaving it totally open-ended? That’'s ny question.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N
First of all, | think naybe, you know, if we consider this

a witten contract between the consuner and the purchaser, there

mght be a ten-year statute of I|imtations. So, there’s
sonething there. But | think this protects the consuner. I --
| don’'t think we should have a -- you know, | -- | understand

what you’'re saying, but | think the -- and if you read the whole

bill I know, we're just nitpicking over here, which we’ ve been
doing today - if you read the whole bill, it gives -- it has the
two years -- two year limtation in there, twenty-four nonths,

and it also gives themthe right to file a lawsuit if they want

-- if they want.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al  right. Further discussion? Al right. Senat or
Ri ghter, one nore and then your tine's expired, and 1’|l cone

back and get you the second tine. Senator Ri ghter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

Senator, when we create civil |law and causes of action, we
do so to protect both parties so both parties know what their
rights are. And, you know, sone may take this as nitpicking
but the bottomline is that when this case goes to court or goes
to administrative agency, they're not reading the transcripts of
what we all intended here; they’ re readi ng what we put on paper.
And | think it’s inportant that both parties know what their
rights are under the litigation.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator Watson.
SENATOR WATSON:

Yes. Thank you, M. President. Question of the sponsor.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator \Wtson.

SENATOR WATSON:

Yes, thank you, Senator. Does -- does your |legislation
cover the conputers that we have on our desks? | -- | certainly
hope it does, ‘cause mne's a piece of junk.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
|l -- 1 think that that was nore rhetorical. Senator --

further discussion? Senator Lauzen.
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SENATOR LAUZEN:

Thank you, M. President...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

| beg your pardon. | beg your -- Senator Watson. Senator
Silverstein indicates he will not -- oh yeah, he wll yield
Ckay, Senator Silverstein. I nmean, Senator Watson had asked a

question. He wants a response.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

| -- 1 have no idea. |’'m..
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN:

Thank you very much, M. President. Just an observation
and then a question. First, of all, the observation on the
nitpicking. | nean, there are sone of us who are not trained in
law and so when | hear, on another piece of |egislation that

many of us are working on in this Chanber on crimnal sexua
abuse, and there’'s a statute of limtation currently for ten
years on that, | would think that what we’'re tal king about here
woul d al so have a statute of |limtations. So, there are sone of

us who don’t have the same level of training in what you're

tal ki ng about. So, it's not nitpicking at all. But the
guestion that | have for you is, | understand that your bill --
| understand that your bill has an additional award of six

t housand dollars in a civil action, which can be two or three
times as nuch as the cost of a new conputer. So, in this bill
do | understand it correctly that there's, like, treble damages,
and doesn’'t that give an incentive for ne to find what the
problemwas with ny conputer?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

First of all, | apologize for that coment. But, vyes,
there is a six thousand -- dollar award.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

VWhy -- why would we put in triple damages -- double, triple
damages in sone cases for sone conputers? Isn’'t that going to
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create just a hornet’s nest in commerce? And isn't it alnost a
hostile kind of piece of legislation -- and I know you're a real
nice guy. But isn't that a hostile kind of thing for people who
want to sell us conputers?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Was that a -- Senator Lauzen, | hope that
wasn’'t a -- further discussion? Senator Geo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

To the sponsor. WIIl he yield for a question?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

I ndi cates he wll yield. Senator Geo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

My understanding of this bill is that there’s -- if they do
not conplain -- that whoever buys the conputer does not conplain
about the lack of service or what -- the repair that was

supposed to have been done for two years, after two years it’'s
done. Is that -- they can’t conplain then, right?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N
That’s -- that’s correct.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Senat or Geo-Kari s.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

Well, to ne, it's, in effect, the statute of limtations,
and | think when you think that sone of these conputers are so
expensive and they don't work, and ours have not been working
too well, frankly, and | think these are expensive, | think
maybe this bill is a step in the right drection. [’m -- and
|’ m going to support it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator -- do you wish to
cl ose, Senator Silverstein?
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Yes, because |I'm such a nice guy. I would ask for
everyone’ s support. Thank you very nuch.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 243 pass.
Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The
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voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that

guestion, the Ayes are 39, the Nays are 14, none voting Present.
Senate Bill 235 -- |I'm sorry, 243, having received the required
constitutional majority, is declared passed. 244, Senat or
Silverstein. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate Bill 244.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N

Thank you, M. President. This anends the Consuner Fraud
and Deceptive (Business) Practices Act. A person, which --
basically says that a person who accepts credit cards for a
transaction of business may not print nore -- no -- nore -- not
print nore than the last four digits of the credit card nunber
or print the expiration date wupon receipt provided to the
car dhol der.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. |Is there discussion? |If not, the question is,
shall Senate Bill 244 pass. Those in favor wll vote Aye.
Those opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Take
the record. On that question, the Ayes are 52, the Nays are
none, and none voting Present. Senate Bill 244, having received
the required constitutional majority, is declared passed. 245.
Senator Garrett. Madam Secretary, read the bill. Senate Bill
245.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 245.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Garrett.
SENATOR GARRETT:

Thank you, M. President. Senate Bill 245 sinply permts
hi ghway conm ssioners of a road district to build alleys and
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bi ke paths in unincorporated communities using any funds
belonging to the road district in which that community is
| ocat ed. It also adds that a highway authority nay convey a
vacated highway or portion of a highway under its jurisdiction
to a township road district which has petitioned for vacation of
the highway and intends to use it as an alley or a designated
bi ke pat h.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

I s there discussion? Senator Bonke.
SENATOR BOWKE:

Thank you, M. President. Question to the sponsor.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates she will yield. Senator Bonke.
SENATOR BOWKE:

Actually | have two questions, one -- and I1’'Il ask ‘em
bot h. Is this your first bill? And secondly, just for the

record, is there any notor fuel tax funds? Can they be used -
MFT funds - can they be used for these bi ke paths? Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Garrett.
SENATOR GARRETT:

No nmotor fuel tax funds can be used. This is strictly
t hrough the road comm ssioner’s budget.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Further discussion? |If not, the question is, shall Senate
Bill 245 pass. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed,
Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Take the record. On

that question, the Ayes are 52, the Nays are 1, 1 {sic} voting

Present. Senate Bill 245, having received the required
constitutional nmajority, 1is declared passed. 256. Senat or
Hai ne. Madam.. 256. | beg your pardon. This is on the recall
list, Senator Haine. Take it out of the record. Beg your
par don. On the recall, okay. Senate Bill 256. Madam
Secretary, read the bill. Are there any anendnents?

SECRETARY HAVKER

Yes. Amendnent No. 1, offered by Senator Haine.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Hai ne.
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SENATOR HAI NE:

Yes. M. President, thank you very nmuch, and Ladies and
Gentl enmen of the Senate. This is a -- a bill that anmends the
Criminal Code relating to eavesdropping, the prohibitions on
eavesdropping, allowing a video and audio recording to be nade
of the driver’'s area on a public transit bus vehicle and in a
school bus. The -- the anendnent had to do with adding a -- a
school bus. Now a transit district -- or -- can have a video
recording of the driver area but cannot do an audio, and they
believe that it helps |aw enforcenent to aid the driver in a
question of disorder on the bus. So, again, they -- this is
consistent with posting a sign on the vehicle which infornms the
public that there is video and audi o.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Ladies and Gentl enen...
SENATOR HAI NE

| -- | would respectfully request a favorable vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. First of all, Senator Haine, 256 -- Senator
Hai ne sought | eave of the Body to return Senate Bill 256 to the
Order of 2nd Reading for an anmendnent. |Is |eave granted? Leave

is granted. Senat or Hai ne has now expl ai ned Amendnent No. 1.
| s there discussion? Senator Link.
SENATOR LI NK:

Oh a -- on a personal matter, on Senate Bill 245, M.
President, | pushed a green button for a Aye vote. |I'd like to
be recorded on it as a Aye vote on it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Vell, the record wll so reflect what your intentions were.
Thank you.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al  right. Senator Haine has noved the adoption of

Amendnment No. 1. Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM
Thank you, M. Speaker {sic}. To the bill and to the
anendnment, actually...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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M. President.
SENATOR ROSKAM

Sorry about that, M. President. M. President, to the
bill and to the anmendnment. Just really a -- a procedural point,
not to the substance of the bill. We’'ve conme to a new day in
the Illinois Senate and the new day is one that’'s represented on
the Calendar. W now have -- and those of you who are new to
the Senate, you'll know that the House has the reputation,

actually, of being the Chanber with nore bills on it on the
Cal endar and we have eclipsed them by many, nany, many tines.

We have twelve hundred bills now on the Senate Cal endar. I
stand in support of this bill, but nmy point is this: W are now
in a position in this Chanber to have governnment essentially run
on one-hour notice. There are hundreds of shell bills that are
on the Calendar that are poised to nove very, very quickly
t hrough this Chanber, and it is ny sincere hope that as the tine
pressure noves on in the comng weeks, that we resist the
tenptation to nmove hills through this process so quickly. Now,

this is a great sponsor. It’s a good bill. But lets face it:

In the comi ng weeks, all of these aren’t going to be great bills
and | think it’s incunbent upon all of us to go slowy through
this process, to be diligent about this process, because the
danger is, this slippery slope will start to erode underneath us

and we’re going to end up passing sone very, very bad bills if

we're not careful. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Al'l right. Furt her discussion? Senator has -- Senator

Hai ne has noved the adoption of Amendnent No. 1 to Senate Bil
256. Al in favor, indicate by saying Aye. Opposed, Nay. The
Ayes have it. Anendnent is adopted. Further anendnents?
SECRETARY HAVKER

No further anmendnents reported, M. President.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 257. Senat or Si eben. Madam
Secretary, Senate Bill 257.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 257.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Si eben.
SENATOR S| EBEN

Thank you very nuch, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of
the Senate. This legislation anends the WIdlife Code and
effectively would allow handgun hunting in counties in this
State that currently don’t have it. We have approximtely
twenty-nine counties right now that allow for a handgun deer
hunti ng season. Now, in commttee |ast week, there were several
guestions that were asked about this and wanted some information
from the Departnment of Natural Resources. And since | don’'t
have that information available to share wwth the Menbers of the
Body, and al so because | recognize there may be a few Menbers
here that mght be sonmewhat unconfortable wth the handgun
hunting of deer in this State, | wuld like to use this
opportunity to invite anybody that has questions or concerns
about this bill to attend the Sportsmen’s Caucus tonight at 6
o' clock out at the Fairgrounds at the Or Building. There wll
be deer hunters there. There will be representatives from the
Departnment of Natural Resources. You'll have an opportunity to
fam liarize yourself a little bit nore with the great sport of -
- of deer hunting in Illinois, whether it be with a shotgun,
with a bow and arrow, with a handgun or whatever. So, to
educate and inform yourself on this good |egislation, please
attend the Sportsnmen’s Caucus tonight. And since | don't have
all the conplete information from DNR about the success of this
program to answer those concerns of the Menbers that raised the
guestion in comrittee last week, 1'd like to take the bill out
of the record at this tine.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Take the bill out of the record. 268. Senat or Jacobs.
272. Senator Walsh. Al right. Let’s page -- let’s go to page
32. 274. Senator Cullerton. 277. Obana. Cullerton, you want
274? Al right. |’ m sorry. | skipped it. Senate Bill 277.

On the Order of Senate Bills 3rd Reading, top of page 32, is
Senate Bill 277. Madam Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVWKER:
Senate Bill 277.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
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3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

Thank you, M. President, Menbers of the Senate. This bill
is -- was introduced at the request of the Illinois State
Medi cal Soci ety. For years they have asked to be taken out of
the process of by -- by which we execute people for the death
penal ty. This bill sinply says the Departnent of Corrections
shall not request, require, or allow a health care practitioner
to participate in an execution. The coroner, in this bill
woul d be the one that would determ ne the cause of death, which
is the function that the -- that the physician does now. It’s
pretty straightforward. Be happy to answer any questions and
ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. |Is there discussion? Senator Ceo-Karis.
SENATOR GEO KARI S:

In this case though, when you say the coroner nakes the

determ nation, the coroner may not be a doctor may not know how

to do it. And | don’t know that this bill is such a good idea.
| think a nedical practitioner should be around. After all, an
execution is a serious matter. And | don't -- rmuch as | |ove
you, Senator, | cannot agree with your bill

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? Senator R ghter.
SENATOR RI GHTER

Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER

Thank vyou. Senator, who, in the absence of physicians or
maybe the physicians haven’t been doing them at all, and just
for the benefit of the Menbers who were not in commttee, wll
be taking part in the executions if this becones | aw?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON
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What happens is, the defendant is executed by |ethal

injection, and under this law, the cause of -- the -- the |law
spells out the type of chem cal which is used. It’s to cause
death until death is pronounced by a coroner, who is not a
Iicensed physician. That’s what the bill would do. The
coroners are in favor of the bill. They’'re in favor of the

responsibility to pronounce deat h.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Senator Ri ghter.

SENATOR RI GHTER:

So would it be -- I wuld be correct, then, in
under standing that the duties that the coroners wll pick up, if
this becomes law, are duties that are now being carried by
physi ci ans?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Cul |l erton.

SENATOR CULLERTON

That’s correct. That -- and that duty is to pronounce

deat h.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

All right. Further discussion? Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

My | ast question, Senator. In nmy honme county, the first
individual to be returned to death row was convicted sone weeks
ago and sentenced to death. Is it fair -- can | fairly say that
you don’'t assune that -- that once the death sentence, assum ng
that it is up and being utilized again in Illinois, that this
woul dn’t cause any delay -- undue delay with regards to carrying
out those sentences?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Senator Cullerton.
SENATOR CULLERTON

No -- absolutely not. The coroners accept t he
responsibility. They’'re qualified to do it, and doctors just
have -- you know, the Oath of Hi ppocrates is what they cite when
they say they would like to not be part of the process. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
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Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 277 pass.
Those -- | beg your pardon. Senator Petka, | didn't see your
light. | beg your pardon.

SENATOR PETKA:

Thank you very nmuch. WII the sponsor again yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Petka.

SENATOR PETKA:

Senator, | did not understand or perhaps the answer wasn’t
given. Wo exactly will be enpowered to then administer a -- a
| ethal dose to a condemmed pri soner?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Cul | erton.

SENATOR CULLERTON

Senator, |I'm reading the current statute and it is silent
as to who it is that adm nisters lethal injection. That nust be
for a reason so as not to identify the person who injects it.
But the current |law does not require that to be a physician.
The current law only requires the physician to pronounce death
and that’s the part that they would be renoved from
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Pet ka.

SENATOR PETKA:

If a -- if a doctor is renpbved from this process then,
Senator, who -- who would be authorized, in your opinion, under
[llinois law, to issue a subcutaneous injection containing a
| et hal dose?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Cul |l erton.

SENATOR CULLERTON

No, ny wunderstanding is the law does not say that a

physician currently does the lethal injection. I[t’s silent on
t hat . So, we’'re not changing that. Whoever adm nisters the
| ethal dose now, they would not -- | assune it’'s not a doctor,

quite frankly. But whoever does it now would continue to do it.
W’'re not changing that. W're only changing the function
dealing with pronouncing death and we’'re switching it from a
physician to a coroner. Physi cian doesn’t want to do it;

coroner willingly accepts it.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Senat or Pet ka.
SENATOR PETKA:

So just for the -- for purposes of legislation intent, it
is not -- it is not the intent of the sponsor of this
legislation to -- by this legislation, to renove the requirenent

of subcutaneous injection being adm nistered by soneone other
than a doctor.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Senator Cul | erton.
SENATOR CULLERTON:

That’s correct. W are not changing in any way or
attenpting to -- in this bill, attenpting to delay or -- or
limt the current practice by which we execute people. It’s

only that function dealing wth the actual declaring or
pronounci ng the death, and we’'re switching that from physician
to a coroner.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Furt her discussion? Senator Cullerton, you
wish to close? Senator Cullerton. Mdam -- Madam Secretary --
the question is shall Senate Bill 277 pass. Those in favor wll

vote Aye. Those opposed, Nay. The voting is open. Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wi sh? Take the record. On that question, the Ayes are 41, the
Nays are 7, 6 voting Present. Senate Bill 277, having received

the required constitutional mpjority, is declared passed. 281.

Senat or Hai ne. Senator Haine, do you wish that bill called?
Madam Secretary, read the bill. Al right. Take it out of the
record. Senator Haine, what did you want ne to do? Pardon?

Oh, well, yeah. W' Il certainly do that. Okay. Senate Bills
on 3rd Reading, the top of page 32, Senate Bill 292. Madam
Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 292.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Shadi d.
SENATOR SHADI D:
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Thank you -- thank you, M. President. Senate Bill 292, as
anended, sinply permts the Secretary of State to issue Anerican
Cancer Society license plates. [|I'd -- no -- no opposition that
| know of. Appreciate favorable vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

I s there discussion? Senator Rutherford.
SENATOR RUTHERFORD:

The -- the only reason | have to do this and it’s not in --
it is with total deference to this sponsor. | know we’'re going
to have boy scouts coming up here soon. In 1997, the Illinois
General Assenbly, | think unaninous in both the House and the
Senate, signed into law, provided for a universal charitable
plate which would allow any organization to apply to the
Secretary of State to be able to create and participate in a
fundraising effort through a universal -- plate program The
plate would have a standardized |ook so that |aw enforcenent
woul d not have a conflict or concern with it. Since that tine,
the Secretary of State’s Ofice has not pronulgated the rules to
do that. After speaking personally with Secretary Wite, | find
out that the reason they hadn’'t done it was because the law did
not provide for the charitable organization to get the funds off
of the renewable. Later when we get down to 3rd Reading, we're
going to have Senate Bill 1362, which Senator Shadid is a
cosponsor, that will provide for that. And to be consistent in
the standard in which | believe that we have a proliferation of

charitable plates or -- or, specialty plates, regardless of the
underlying intent for it, 1’mgoing to be rising and voting No.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al | right. Is there further discussion? Furt her
di scussion? |If not, Senator Shadid, you wi sh -- may close.
SENATOR SHADI Dt

You know, Senator, |I'm sorry that -- 1’1l still stay on
your bill. | like your bill. "Il vote for yours. I'd

appreciate a Yes vote. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Question is, shall Senate Bill 292 pass. Those in favor
will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote No -- will vote -- wll
vot e Nay. Those -- the voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Take
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the record. On that question, the Ayes are 52, the Nays are 2,
none voting Present. Senate Bill 292, having received the
required constitutional nmjority, is declared passed. 293.
Senat or Radogno. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 293.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Radogno.
SENATOR RADOGNO:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senate. This bill adds multiple sclerosis drugs to the Circuit
Br eaker Program It wll cover about six hundred people a year
who both qualify and have WMB. Be happy to try to answer any
questi ons.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
I s there discussion? Senator Obana.
SENATOR OBAMA:
Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

Senat e. I just want to indicate strong support for this bill.
| think it’s a good idea. Those of you who -- whose famlies
have been affected by M | think are aware of what a
debilitating illness this is. | know ny father—n-law was a --
a Msvictim and so there -- there really is no downside to this
expansion. | -- 1 would urge an Aye vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Further discussion? Senator Lauzen.
SENATOR LAUZEN

Thank you, M. President. Just a question for the sponsor
| intend to vote Yes on the bll, but I'd like you to let us
know how nmuch the Circuit Breaker costs now and then how nuch
this addition costs.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Radogno.
SENATOR RADOGNO:

The addition is estimated to be about 1.5 mllion. | can
get -- but Circuit Breaker -- the cost has been reduced with the

Seni or Care expansion because we’ve shifted sonme of that on to
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the Medicaid Program Also, interestingly, in Appropriations
the other day, we were listening to the Appellate Defender’s
O fice budget and they have nearly three quarters of a million
dollars that they won’'t be needing next year because that noney
is used to -- for appeals for people who are on death row. And
since we’'ve enptied death row, there’'s sone noney right there
that we could wse. And additionally, this is consistent with
the Governor’s State of the State Address where he expressed his
desire to expand the Circuit Breaker Program

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Hendon. Senator...
SENATOR HENDON:

Thank you, M. President. Even though this wll have a
price tag on it, it’s a good piece of legislation and we're
going to vote Aye for it. And | just want people to keep that
in mnd when those other good pieces of |egislation cone through
that also have a small price tag.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? If not, the question is,
shall Senate Bill 293 pass. Those in favor wll vote Aye.
Those opposed will vote Nay. The -- voting is open. Have all

voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

wi sh? Take the record. On that question, the Ayes are 47, the

Nays are none, 8 voting Present. Senate Bill 293, having
received the required constitutional majority, is declared
passed. 311. Senat or Si eben. Madam Secretary, Senate Bills

3rd Reading, Senate Bill 311. Read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 311.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Si eben.
SENATOR SI EBEN:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. This legislation deals with the issue of passing a
stopped school bus that has the arm out and the lights on.
Conmes from -- at the request of Bureau \alley School District

where they had a notorist that passed a stopped school bus wth
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the armout, the lights on. Happened in the school parking |ot.
The ticketed motorist then went to court, asked for a jury
trial, and they were able to convince the jury that they were
not gquilty because the law only applied to highways and
r oadways. This nakes it clear that anytine you pass a stopped
school bus, the arm is out and the lights are on, you have
violated the law. That's all it does. Ask for an Aye vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Is there discussion? |If not, the question is, shall Senate
Bill 317 pass. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed
wll vote Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the

record. On that question, the Ayes are 55, the Nays are none

none voting Present. Senate Bill 311, having received the
required constitutional majority, is declared passed. 317.
318. Senat or Shadi d. 319. Senat or Schoenberg. On the -- on

the Order of Senate Bills 3rd Reading, mddle of page 32, Senate
Bill 319. Madam Secretary, read the bill
SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 319.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Schoenber g.
SENATOR SCHCOENBERG

Thank you, M. President and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Bill 319 creates private cause of action for
nursi ng home enployees who suffer damages that were caused in
violation of the Nursing Hone Act as well as those violations
caused by -- through the El der Abuse and Neglect Act. Right --
as defined under the Act, nmandated reporters have to report
their suspicions to an appropriate agency or departnent;
however, there’s no renmedy if the enployer ignores the
prohi bition against discrimnating against an enployee or a
reporter does indeed report a suspicion. This is a product of
the Illinois State Bar Association Elder Law Commttee and |
urge your Aye vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

I s there discussion? Senator Righter.
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SENATOR RI GHTER

Thank you, M. President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Righter.

SENATOR RI GHTER

Senator, are there already renedies in |law for individuals
who are subject to, say, retaliatory discharge, which I think is
one of the -- one of the reasons you can have an act -- or, have
an action under your bill? Aren’'t there other avenues that a --
that an i ndividual could pursue, as far as litigation?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Sponsor indicates he will yield. Senator Schoenberg.
SENATOR SCHOENBERG:

VWile there my be other alternatives for recourse;
however, after studying this at length, the State Bar
Association’s Elder Law Commttee felt that enployees really
were lacking when it cane to being able to deal with enployers
who continually and deliberately chose to ignore -- to ignore
what the findings had been previously and to potentially
retaliate or discrimnate against those enployees. So, this
sinply -- while there are sone other legal renedies in sone
cases that may be avail able, nonethel ess those were found to be
i nadequate and that’s why the State Bar reconmended this course
of action, following up on the 1999 Fisher versus Lexington
Heal th Care case.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Righter.

SENATOR RI GHTER

There’'s two entities that took positions in commttee that
| want to ask you about, Senator, and see if you can coment on
why you -- what vyour understanding is or what conversations
you've had with them on these issues may be. The 1llinois
Heal th Care Association was opposed and the Departnent on Aging
did not take a position. They didn't signin -- in — in — in
favor of the bill, and I wonder if you' ve had conversations with
them you can share with everyone what those were and why they
t ook those positions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Senator Schoenberg.
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SENATOR SCHOENBERG
The Departnment on Aging did not take a position and did not
communi cate with nme on this and | attribute that to the

Departnent of Aging just getting its bearings. They found no

objection to it. They just took no position. As far as the
other interest, they -- | have to admt, cane to nme rather |ate
- in fact, shortly before the hearing - cane to ne with a
position paper stating their opposition. It seenmed to be in
very broad terns, and | wuld hope that through further
di scussion, we'd be able to satisfy that. Frankly, 1’m not

quite sure as to why they do oppose it but they did indicate
very belatedly that they did so, and reluctantly, | m ght add.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

Last question. Senator, does this bill give the |icensor,
the Departnent of Public Health or Public Aid, those entities
that regulate nursing hones, does this give themthe ability to
take an adverse action against the health care facility if they
are subject to a lawsuit under this bill or are found to be
i abl e under this?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Schoenber g.

SENATOR SCHCENBERG

This is really designated as a protection for the enployee
to ensure that the enployer cannot use any |oophole in the
existing law to continue to discrimnate agai nst an enpl oyee who
is arguably felt to be acting responsibly in protecting the
heal th and wel | -bei ng of nursing honme patients.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Righter, | thought
you indicated it was your |ast question. Senator Righter.
SENATOR RI GHTER:

To the bill, very briefly. 1'd just like to nake sure and
meke sure that the Menbers of the Chanber, especially on ny side
of the aisle, are aware, we all know about the Medicaid cuts
that the nursing home industry has undergone in the |ast year,
two years or so. This would inpose another potential liability

on them which neans their malpractice or whatever liability
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insurance will go up as well. This will increase costs on those

facilities that we are so concerned about even nore, and perhaps

in a year when we can’t deliver any additional funds. And |
hope we all keep that in mnd in this bill, Thank you, M
Presi dent .
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Further -- further discussion? |If not, Senator Schoenberg
may cl ose.

SENATOR SCHCENBERG
Thank you. Wth all due respect to the prior speaker, only

t hose owners who repeatedly and blatantly continue to ignore the

prohi bitions would -- would be affected and therefore | would
disagree with the gentleman’s bl anket statenent. Urge an Aye
vot e.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 319 pass.
Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The
voting’ s open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Take

the record. On that question, the Ayes are 33, the Nays are 22,

1 voting Present. Senate Bill 319, having received the required
constitutional majority, is declared passed. 3209. Senat or
Li nk. Madam Secretary, on the Oder of Senate Bills 3rd
Reading, is Senate Bill 329. Read the bill, please.

SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 329.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Li nk.
SENATOR LI NK:

Thank you, M. President. \What this bill does is it anends
t he Consuner Fraud and Deceptive Practice -- Business Practice
Act . It makes it unlawful to practice -- the practice of
knowi ngly mailing or sending a postcard or a letter to a person

that contains a request that a — receipt {sic} call a tel ephone
nunber so that nerchandise may be offered for the sale of -- the
receipt -- if a postcard or a letter does not disclose that

mer chandi se may be offered for the sale if the recipient calls
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the tel ephone nunber. This is the sane bill that we had | ast
year that we passed out of here. It’s an identical bill that

passed out of the House also, was vetoed by the Governor and
that we overrode in the Senate. "Il be nore than happy to
answer any questi ons.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Is there discussion? |If not, the question is, shall Senate
Bill 329 pass. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed
w il vote My. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Take the
record. On that question, the Ayes are 57, the Nays are none
none voting Present. Senate Bill 329, having received the
required constitutional majority, is declared passed. 339
Senat or Wbol ard. Madam Secretary, on the Order of Senate Bills
3rd Reading, Senate Bill 339. Read the bill
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 339.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senat or Burzynski, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Thank you, M. President. This is just one of those
questions you used to ask. My conputer is stuck on 3276 for
some reason, so | don't have the bill up in front of ne. It

m ght be a lenon, but |I'’msure these are out of warranty anyway.

So, | don’t know how we can keep up with the process here.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Al right. Ladies and Gentlenen, | -- | suspect -- is --

is this gentleman the only one that has a problem with his
conputer? That’'s what | thought. He was the only one that has
trouble with his conputer. Senator Silverstein, for what
pur pose do you rise?
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Just for announcenent. Those people that have trouble with
the conmputer, did they vote for or against ny bill?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

VWell, Ladies and Gentlenen, it just seens to nme that we're

-- stand at ease for one second here. Is — is there leave to
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go ahead and continue while the gentleman works on the -- the
conputers? Al right. Everyone should be up and running. I's

that correct? Senator Cronin, for what purpose do you rise?
That’ s what | thought. Al right. Senator Wolard. Al right.
Ladies and Gentlenen, we're back to the regular order of
busi ness. Senate Bills 3rd Reading. Senate Bill 339. Senator
Wool ar d.
SENATOR WOOLARD:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the Body.
This allows adult students pursuing a teaching education in
special education to apply for the State special education
t eacher tuition wavier program It would  -- sinmpl e
appropriation. Wuld allow themto, in fact, be able to save us

nmoney by collecting those delinquent recipients of these awards.

| think it’s a very positive thing. Wul d encourage your
support.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. 1Is there discussion? Senator Burzynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank you, M. President. And thank you for your
i ndul gence awhile ago with the conputers. Hopefully we're up

and going now. But | do have paper in front of ne...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Anyt hi ng for you.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI

Wuld -- would the sponsor yield for a question?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Indicates he will yield. Senator Burzynski.
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank you. Senator Wol ard, when we had this bill in the
commttee, | think I was the only No vote on it, which doesn't
surprise ne, but — but part of the concern | had was sinply

that it did take noney fromthe CGeneral Revenue Fund that would

now go into the -- GCeneral Revenue Fund, is ny understanding.
Also, | think it sets a — precedent. | -- Departnent of
Revenue collects fees. They collect things all the tineg,
out st andi ng debts. It’s -- you know, | don’t know that their
agency itself gets to keep the funds. | think they all go into
the General Revenue Fund. So, | do have sone concerns relative
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to that. | guess that’s nore of a statenent than it is a -- a
guestion, but | just wanted to | et the Body know that.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. Further discussion? |If not, Senator Wol ard
may cl osed {sic}.
SENATOR WOOLARD:

| -- | agree with Senator Burzynski. | think that these

things do raise red lights sonetines, but when we really | o0k,

we're — we're creating an atnosphere and an opportunity for
| SAC to, in fact, have nore nopneys available for these |oan
prograns because they’'ll have a better opportunity to collect
t hose delinquent funds. |, once again, encourage your support.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 339 pass.

Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that

guestion, the Ayes are 50, the Nays are 3, none voting Present.
Senate Bill 339, having received the required constitutional
majority, is declared passed. 348. Senator Silverstein. Madam
Secretary, on the Order of Senate Bills 3rd Reading, Senate Bill
348. Read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 348.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Thank you, M. President. This anmends the Civil Code of
Procedure. Requires a party to state the relief sought for each
count in a conplaint and counterclaim
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. |Is there discussion? Senator Radogno.
SENATOR RADOGNO

Thank you, M. President. |’m actually rising for the
pur pose of an announcenent. I was trying to do it in between
bills but it’s not working out. So | just wanted to renm nd the
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Body that COAL is having a reception tonight, and you're all
invited and it's only...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
No, she said COAL, not howl , COAL.
SENATOR RADOGNO:

Thank you. Thank you, M. President. Ilt’s -- only
| egi sl ators have been invited and the purpose of it is for us to
have sonme tinme to get to know the folks in the other Chanber, as
well as across the aisle. So, hopefully, everyone will be able
to cone. It will be only the |egislators. It’s at Pasfield
House from5 till 7. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMUJZI O

Al right. Senate Bill 348. Is there discussion? If not,
the question is, shall Senate Bill 348 pass. Those in favor
will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that question, the
Ayes are 53, the Nays are none, none voting Present. Senat e
Bill 348, having received the required constitutional majority,
is declared passed. Senate Bills 3rd Reading is Senate Bill
358. Senator Dillard, do you wish that bill called? WlIl, on
the Order of Senate Bills 3rd Reading is Senate Bill 358, Madam
Secretary. Read the bill.
SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Bill 358.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Senator Dill ard.
SENATOR DI LLARD:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
Senate. This bill would allow the Secretary of State to issue a
Boy Scout |icense plate. | was a little surprised, with the
proliferation of plates we have statewi de, that we didn’'t have
one to honor the Anmerican institution of boy scouting, and |'d
appreciate the sane roll call we gave Senator Shadid on his fine
bill a nonent ago.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
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s there discussion? |If not, the question is, shall Senate
Bill 358 pass. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed
will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Take the
record. On that question, the Ayes are 52, the Nays are 3, 1
voting Present. Senate Bill 358, having received the required
constitutional mpjority, is declared passed. Senate Bill 368.
Senator Shadid. 372. 381. Senator Crotty. On the Oder -- at
the bottom of page 32, Senate Bills 3rd Reading, is Senate Bill
381, Madam Secretary. Read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 381.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Senator Crotty.
SENATOR CROTTY:

Thank you, M. President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

Senat e. This creates the Continued Reading I|nprovenent Bl ock
Grant  Program Currently we have such a program for
ki ndergarten through sixth grades. This wll enhance the

studies that were in that previous grant by allow ng seventh
through twel fth graders to also get the help in reading.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Is there discussion? Al right. Senat or Bur zynski .
Senat or Croni n.
SENATOR CRONI N:

Thank you, M. President. | rise in opposition to this
bill. Senator Crotty and Menbers of the Education Conmttee had
a very productive exchange during conmmttee, and, if I my, |'d
just like to share a little bit about that — that discussion.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMUJZI O

Al right. Hold on just a nonment, Senator Cronin. Ladies

and Gentl enen.
SENATOR CRONI N:
| understand...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
Seens like it’s always the Jones boys. Senator Cronin.
SENATOR CRONI N:
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| ve been around here |ong enough to know that this bill is

going to fly out of here and it’s going to fly out of the House

and people around here are going to stand up and pound on their

chests and say “I feel good because 1've done sonething
wonderful for seventh through twelfth graders.” But, you know
what? | would argue that not one of those children in seventh
through twelfth grade will be able to read any better after your

vote today, and let nme tell you why. We inplenented the Early
Chi | dhood Block Gant program Reading |nprovenment Program
several years ago. It was targeted at the early grades, K
t hr ough si x. The idea was that we would intervene at that --
or, those early stages. W woul d devote significant resources
to this special group of people who need it at early stages of
their lives, teach them how to read. When they learn how to
read, they have the tools to |learn and they can nove on. People
won’'t -- children are not supposed to be graduated. W outl awed
social pronotion sone years ago. | don’t know if the school
districts got that neno yet, but in any event, this my be well
i ntentioned, but please don't kid yourself when you vote on the
bill because it’s not going to help anybody. W need to focus
on the K through six. W need to help those kids. W need to

find out why we need this, why Senator Crotty’ s here. If K
t hrough six, they're not learning how to read, let’s go back to
the drawing board, let’'s figure out what it 1is in the
nmet hodol ogy that’s not working. Is it a question of nore
resources? Because, Lord knows, if we have to fund this, |
don't care what your bill says, there’'s a limted nunber of
dollars out there. It’s going to dilute the nunber of dollars
avail able to K through six. So, | offer these remarks to you

It’s one of those conplicated things down here that you know the
right thing to do, you know what’s right, you know what’s true.
| hope you do it. Please vote No.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Rauschenberger.
SENATOR RAUSCHENBERGER

Yeah. | appreciate the sponsor’s intent, but just would
like to warn Menbers, having served for eight years on
Appropriation and listened to the frustration of school

districts in trying to get their other prograns funded - and --
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and as we kind of consider the fact that we have yet to see an
appropriation bill out of any part of the GCeneral Assenbly,
since we swore in the new Ceneral Assenbly, dealing with the
general State aid paynent problem - that nmaybe it’s not a good
i dea that we begin to pass pronises for expansion of prograns,
that maybe we ought to really just think about putting these
into subcommttee or taking ‘emout of the record or hold ‘em or
send ‘em back to the Rules -- nmybe the conputers would work
better if we take a hundred and seventy prograns out of the --
the conputer and send ‘em back to the Rules Conmittee. Because
sone of these things ought to be decided after we hear the
Governor’s budget or we're not going to have a lot of
flexibility. So I just would urge people to -- it’s good to be
for reading and I think we're all really excited about eighth
graders being able to read in Illinois, but I — | don’'t think
that we ought to be passing new promses to school districts
now, even if they are subject to appropriation.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Al right. Further discussion? Senator Burzynski. Al
right. Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

Thank you, M. President. To the bill. Last sunmer, or
maybe the summer before, a nunber of us on both sides of the
aisle participated in sone hearings on reading and inquiries
into the State Board of Educati on. | went into that a little
bit of a skeptic in terns of the caliber of the reading prograns
that we were going to be hearing about. And, in a nutshell, |
came away very inpressed, came away inpressed with the change
that can take place in young children’ s lives. But the -- the
overwhel ming nature of the testinony was that in order for this
money to be effective, you have to invest it early and the
earlier the better. This — this is not anbiguous. This is not
a situation where one study says this and another study says
t hat . The educators, the professionals, the reading people al
say that if you re going to invest in -- in reading, you ve got
to put every precious dine in early. So with all due respect to
the sponsor, | would urge a No vote. I think that this

ultimately is going to squander resources that are precious at
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this tinme, and as Senator Cronin said, it’s not ultimately going
to nove the ball.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator Luechtefeld.
SENATOR LUECHTEFELD

Senator, again, | — I'"m— I’msure that you' re doing this
with really good notives you know, and we all know that when --
when it comes to putting -- together an education budget,

there’s a lunp sum of noney. And in the process, you put that

noney into different place. Now, | know your bill, I think, has
a provision in it that says you -- you can't take it from the
one through six to -- or, Kthrough six to put it into this, but

what’s that mean. You know, there’s a |unp sum of noney there.
And, you know for instance, if, lets say, a year or two down the
road we had nore noney, we mght decide that that K through six
is a good program let’s try to make it better because that
probably, npst people seem to agree, is the place to put it.
But you're — you're raising expectations, | think, of teachers
and parents and whatever that — that they want that filled, and
in the process, we my |leave the K through six the sane, put
money in that, because there’'s only so much noney in the
program You know, again, | -- 1’ve been involved wth
education all nmy life and there are no real easy answers, but
this bill, 1 think, on both sides of the aisle, you need to
really give sonme thought to. Don’t raise those expectations,
and if you're going to inprove the reading program inprove it
where they say it does the nost good -- there -- there’'s not a -
- there probably is not enough noney to do this this year. |It’s
just not a good idea this year, at this tinme, and hopefully --
and hopefully people will see that on both sides of the aisle.
Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al'l right. Further discussion? Senator del Valle.
SENATOR DEL VALLE:

well, thank you, M. Chairnman. Il -- I rise in strong
support of this bill. You know, reading -- and in listening to
-- to the comments here about -- about the inportance of reading
progranms at -- at an early age, you' d think that -- that a kid

at the third-grade |level would be ready to read a science book
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and would be ready to -- to read anything put in front of the
child. Reading is a devel opnental process. Learning to read is
a devel opnental process. W are not, with this bill, 1 think,
adversely affecting the reading program that is in place. \Wat
we’'re doing is expanding it. And let nme tell you, that
expansi on is necessary. If you look at test scores in nmany
parts of the State of seventh and eighth graders, if you | ook at
the Prairie State scores, you will see that there’'s a lot of
work that needs to be done out there with the grades that we’'re
tal king about in this bill - seven through twelve. W are under
sone trenmendous pressure, because of our own fine |egislative
work here, to help kids neet State standards. We are al so under
tremendous pressure to neet the No Child Left Behind federal
standards that were established. And you know that recently the
State Board established sonme goals, and they |oaded up the back
end because they don’t feel that we can reach the goals within
t he next few years because there’'s so much work that needs to be
done. And so, what this bill does is it allows us to help kids
at the different grade levels inprove their reading. One of the
reasons why we have, in ny district, the drop-out rate that we
have is because kids when they graduate from eighth grade, they
aren’t reading at the level that they need to read at, they
aren’t doing math at the level they need to do math at, and when
they get into the freshman year, they fail courses they becone
frustrated. Once they reach the age of sixteen, they re out of
there and they becone a drop-out statistic. This program-- the
expansion of this program will help keep sonme of those kids in

school by reducing the level of frustration that they feel right

now because of their inability to read. That’s what this
program will do. And so in the long run, you could argue that
it’ll save us dollars. It’'ll save us dollars. And so, yes,
there is a concern here about the budget - and | would not want

to take away dollars from the reading program that’s in place
right now - but as we develop our education priorities and as we
try to conply and allow school districts -- and to be able to
give “emthe tools that they need to neet the standards we have
set and the standards that the federal governnent has set, then
it’s inmportant to support this kind of initiative.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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Further discussion? Senator W nkel.
SENATOR W NKEL

Senator, | — |, too, wunderstand your intention, and I
think your intentions are good. But | think you — | think the
testinmony we had in comrittee made it very clear that we need to
concentrate on the early years, the K through six. | appreciate
what Senator Roskam has said. The research certainly has
directed us, and we, as a State, have directed our efforts over
the years to -- to directing our resources to the early years.
And, indeed, | can just renenber, it was just |ast week that
Governor Rod Blagojevich, in his State of the State, said the
very same thing, that we need to concentrate on the early years.

Now, if you're serious about expanding this, | think it’'s a
m st ake. | think it dilutes the resources. In fact, | think
the Governor sent a pretty clear signal. | don’t know what he’s

going to say April 9th, but it sounds like, to ne, from the
State of the State when he said we need to concentrate on the
early years, that’'s probably where he wants to concentrate, or
at | east propose the -- concentration of resources. | think the
Governor’s right.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Furt her di scussion? Senator Crotty may cl ose.
SENATOR CROTTY:

| thank you very, very nmuch for the comments. This is --

this is -- and | -- | agree, we definitely want it from
ki ndergarten through six. W’ ve done that. But | also have
worked with kids wi th behavioral disorders and many of -- many
of their problens stem from | ow self-esteem and they feel I|ike

they’re a failure because, at a certain age, when you drop Kkids
from a reading program way before they need to be dropped, we
really are asking for nore problens. So, | encourage everyone
to give a Yes vote. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. The question is, shall Senate Bill 381 pass.
Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who w sh? Take the record. On that
guestion, the Ayes are 31, the Nays are 20, 3 voting Present.
Senate Bill 381, having received the required constitutional
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majority, is declared passed. Page 33, Ladies and CGentlenen, is
Senat or Schoenberg. 405. 1'msorry. Senator Watson, for what
pur pose do you rise?

SENATOR WATSON:

Yes. |1'd like to verify that vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)
Al right. Senator Watson has requested verification. O

those that voted in the affirmative, Senator Watson?  Senator
Wat son, you wish the -- you want the affirmative vote? W'l
try that? Ckay. Secretary will read the -- all the nanes of
t hose who voted in the affirmative. Madam Secretary.

SECRETARY HAVWKER:

The follow ng Menbers voted in the affirmative: C ayborne,
Collins, Crotty, Cullerton, DeLeo, del Valle, Denuzio, Haine,
Hal vor son, Harnon, Hendon, Jacobs, Lightford, Link, Maloney,
Martinez, Meeks, Minoz, Obama, Ronen, Sandoval, Schoenber g,
Shadid, Silverstein, John Sullivan, Trotter, Viverito, Wl sh,
Wl ch, Wholard and M. President.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senat or Watson, do you question the presence of any Menber
who voted in the affirmative? Senator Watson
SENATOR WATSON:

Senat or C aybor ne.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator C ayborne on the Floor? Senator C ayborne? Back
of the Chanmber. Senator Watson.
SENATOR WATSON:

Senat or Wl ch.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Welch on the Floor? Senator Wl ch? Senator Welch
on the Floor? Strike his nane. Senator Wtson.
SENATOR WATSON:

Senat or Sandoval .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Sandoval on -- is sitting in his seat. Senat or
Wl ch -- Senator Welch is -- is at the back of the Chanber, M.
-- Senator WAtson. Restore -- restore Senator Welch to the rol
call. Senator Watson

SENATOR WATSON:
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Senator Cul |l erton.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Cullerton is with Senator Cbanma and Senator Wl sh.
SENATOR WATSON:

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. On a verified roll call, the Ayes are 31, the
Nays are 20, 3 voting Present. Senate Bill 381, having received
the required constitutional majority, is declared passed. Al l
right. Page -- is leave -- the Associated Press has sought
| eave to photograph the proceedings. Is | eave granted? Leave
is granted. Thank you very nuch. 405. Turn the page. 405
Senat or Schoenberg. 407. Senator Silverstein. Top of page 33.
Senator Geo-Karis, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR GEO KARI S:

M. President, | understood that we were going to go till 5
o’ clock today. AmI| wong?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O)

Apparently. W' re beyond 5 o’ cl ock. [’m-- I"mnot quite
sure, but I'’m sure we’ll have sone indication here before |ong
what we’ re doi ng.

SENATOR GEO KARI S:

It’s past 5 now.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Thank you for pointing that out to me. Al right. Senate
Bills 3rd Reading. Senate Bill -- 407. Senator Silverstein.
We have it in the record. Madam Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HAVKER

Senate Bill 407.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Yes. Thank you, M. President. This anends the Crimnal
Code. The wunderlying bill adds a prohibition for harassnent
t hrough electronic neans to an offense of commtting a hate
crime. |1'd ask for a favorable roll call.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O
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s there discussion? |If not, the question is, shall Senate
Bill 407 pass. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed
will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Take the

record. On that question, the Ayes are 56, the Nays are none,

none voting Present. Senate Bill 407, having received the
requi red constitutional mejority, is declared passed. Ladi es
and Gentlenmen, the hour of 5 has -- has been rightly pointed

out. Are there any announcenents or... Senator Roskam
SENATOR ROSKAM

M. President, on Senate Bill 358, | inadvertently voted
No. | intended to vote Yes, and I'd like the record to reflect
t hat .
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR DEMJZI O

Al right. The record will so reflect. Further business

to cone before the Senate? The Senate stands adjourned till
tonmorrow norning at the hour of 10:30, Thursday, March the 20th.

Senat e stands adj our ned.
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