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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 
 

NINETY-THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
 

18TH LEGISLATIVE DAY 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2003 
 
 

11:30 O'CLOCK A.M. 
 
 
 
 The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
 Honorable Emil Jones Jr., President of the Senate, presiding. 
 Prayer by Dr. Reginald Mills, Central Baptist Church, Springfield, Illinois. 
 Senator Link led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Senator Woolard moved that reading and approval of the Journals of Tuesday, March 4, 2003 
, Wednesday, March 5, 2003 , Thursday, March 6, 2003  and Tuesday, March 11, 2003  be 
postponed pending arrival of the printed Journals. 
 The motion prevailed. 
 

 
LEGISLATIVE MEASURES FILED 

 
 The following Committee amendments to the Senate Bills listed below have been filed with 
the Secretary, and referred to the Committee on Rules: 
 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 155 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 291 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 3 to Senate Bill 600 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 813 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 941 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 1035 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1414 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1510 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1649 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 1776 
 Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1857. 
 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
 

A message from the House by 
Mr. Rossi, Clerk: 
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Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives 
has passed bills of the following titles, in the passage of which I am instructed to ask the 
concurrence of the Senate, to-wit:  

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1178 

A bill for AN ACT concerning preventive services. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1179 

A bill for AN ACT concerning personal care attendants. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1185 

A bill for AN ACT in relation to public employee benefits. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1187 

A bill for AN ACT in relation to public utilities. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1189 

A bill for AN ACT in relation to vehicles. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1192 

A bill for AN ACT concerning insurance. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1193 

A bill for AN ACT concerning health improvement. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1205 

A bill for AN ACT concerning liens. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1209 

A bill for AN ACT concerning the Department of Human Services. 
 
Passed the House, March 11, 2003. 

ANTHONY D. ROSSI, Clerk of the House 
 
 The foregoing House Bills Numbered 1178, 1179, 1185, 1187, 1189, 1192, 1193, 1205 and 
1209 were taken up, ordered printed and placed on first reading. 
 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

Senator Walsh, Chairperson of the Committee on Agriculture and Conservation to which was 
referred Senate Bills numbered 174, 175, 176, 178, 257, 415, 573, 576, 578, 1527, 1572, 1853 and 
1854 reported the same back with the recommendation that the bills do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator Walsh, Chairperson of the Committee on Agriculture and Conservation to which was 
referred Senate Bills numbered 71 and 610 reported the same back with amendments having been 
adopted thereto, with the recommendation that the bills, as amended, do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator Trotter, Chairperson of the Committee on Appropriations I to which was referred 
Senate Bills numbered 666, 667, 668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 674, 675, 676, 677, 678, 1264, 
1265, 1266, 1267, 1268, 1269, 1270, 1271, 1272, 1273, 1274, 1275, 1276, 1277, 1278, 1279, 1280, 
1281, 1282, 1283, 1284, 1285, 1286, 1287, 1288, 1289, 1290, 1291, 1292, 1293, 1294, 1295, 1296, 
1297, 1298, 1299, 1300, 1301, 1302, 1303, 1304, 1305, 1306, 1307, 1308, 1309, 1310, 1311, 1312, 
1313, 1314, 1315, 1316, 1317, 1318 and 1319 reported the same back with the recommendation that 
the bills do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator del Valle, Chairperson of the Committee on Education to which was referred Senate 
Bills numbered 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 206, 372, 492, 618, 623, 634, 805, 814, 877, 878, 1030, 1037, 
1321, 1333, 1368, 1369, 1375 and 1403 reported the same back with the recommendation that the 
bills do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator del Valle, Chairperson of the Committee on Education to which was referred Senate 
Bills numbered 22, 317, 381, 490, 624, 684, 890, 891, 1074 and 1107 reported the same back with 
amendments having been adopted thereto, with the recommendation that the bills, as amended, do 
pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
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 Senator Haine, Chairperson of the Committee on Local Government to which was referred 
Senate Bills numbered 132, 152, 267, 331, 414, 425, 427, 594, 605, 685, 1105, 1167, 1168, 1204, 
1205, 1210, 1345, 1353, 1370, 1382, 1384, 1407, 1409, 1546, 1576, 1647 and 1762 reported the 
same back with the recommendation that the bills do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator Haine, Chairperson of the Committee on Local Government to which was referred 
Senate Bills numbered 196, 561, 974, 1164 and 1337 reported the same back with amendments 
having been adopted thereto, with the recommendation that the bills, as amended, do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator Shadid, Chairperson of the Committee on Transportation to which was referred 
Senate Bills numbered 96, 113, 150, 184, 281, 451, 567, 639, 1093, 1149, 1362, 1453, 1521, 1581, 
1804 and 1848 reported the same back with the recommendation that the bills do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 
 
 Senator Shadid, Chairperson of the Committee on Transportation to which was referred 
Senate Bills numbered 568, 1108, 1361, 1408 and 1471 reported the same back with amendments 
having been adopted thereto, with the recommendation that the bills, as amended, do pass. 
 Under the rules, the bills were ordered to a second reading. 

 
 

POSTING NOTICE WAIVED  
 

 Senator Cullerton moved to waive the six day posting requirement on Senate Bill No. 172, so 
that the bill may be heard in the Revenue Committee that is scheduled to meet today. 
 The motion prevailed.  

 
 

REPORTS FROM RULES COMMITTEE 
 

 Senator Demuzio, Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, during its March 12, 2003 
meeting, reported the following Resolutions have been assigned to the indicated Standing 
Committee of the Senate: 
 
 Executive:  Senate Resolutions Numbered 52, 72;  Senate Joint Resolutions Numbered 6, 
15, 16 and 24; Senate Joint Resolution Constitutional Amendment No. 20; House Joint 
Resolution No. 11. 
  

Senator Demuzio, Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, during its March 12, 2003 
meeting, reported the following Legislative Measures have been assigned to the indicated Standing 
Committees of the Senate: 
 
 Agriculture and Conservation: Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 71. 
 Executive: Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 291; Senate Committee 
Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 941; Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 1497; 
Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1510; Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 
to Senate Bill 1648. 
 Health and Human Services: Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 
1082; Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1414; Senate Committee 
Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1649. 
 Insurance and Pensions: Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 1776. 
 Judiciary: Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 108. 
 Labor and Commerce: Senate Committee Amendment No. 3 to Senate Bill 600; Senate 
Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1070; Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to 
Senate Bill 1857. 
 Licensed Activities: Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1787. 
 Revenue: Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 270; Senate Committee 
Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 813; Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 1883. 
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 State Government: Senate Committee Amendment No. 2 to Senate Bill 155; Senate 
Committee Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 226; Senate Committee Amendment No. 1 to 
Senate Bill 1530. 
 
 Senator Demuzio, Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, reported that the following 
Legislative Measure has been approved for consideration: 
 
 Senate Floor Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 232 
 
 The foregoing floor amendment was placed on the Secretary’s Desk. 
 
 

READING BILL OF THE SENATE A SECOND TIME 
 
 On motion of Senator Trotter, Senate Bill No. 232 having been printed, was taken up, read by 
title a second time and ordered to a third reading. 
 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
A message from the House by 
Mr. Rossi, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has adopted 
the following joint resolution, in the adoption of which I am instructed to ask the concurrence of the 
Senate, to-wit: 
   

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 25 
     BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-
THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATE
CONCURRING HEREIN, that the two Houses shall convene in Joint Session on Wednesday,
March 12, 2003 at the hour of 12:00 o'clock noon, for the purpose of hearing his Excellency
Governor Rod Blagojevich present to the General Assembly his Report on the Condition of the
State, required by Article V, Section 13, of the Constitution of the State of Illinois.  
 

Adopted by the House, March 11, 2003. 
ANTHONY D. ROSSI, Clerk of the House 

 
 By unanimous consent, on motion of Senator Demuzio, the foregoing message reporting 
House Joint Resolution No. 25, was taken up for immediate consideration. 
 Senator Demuzio moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of the 
resolution. 
 The motion prevailed. 
 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of the resolution. 
 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 Senator Silverstein, Chairperson of the Committee on Executive announced that the 
Executive Committee will meet scheduled to meet today  in Room 212, Capitol Building, at 1:00 
o’clock p.m., will meet at 2:00 o'clock p.m. 

 
 At the hour of 11:53 o'clock a.m., the Chair announced that the Senate stand at recess for the 
purpose of proceeding to the House of Representatives to meet in a joint session pursuant to House 
Joint Resolution No. 25. 
 

 
  JOINT SESSION 

12:00 O’CLOCK NOON 
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 The hour having arrived, the time heretofore fixed by Joint Resolution adopted by the Senate 
and the House of Representative, the Joint Session convened for the purpose of receiving the 
Governor to deliver the State of the State Message in person to the Ninety-Third General Assembly. 
  

The Senate, preceded by the Honorable President Jones, and Members of the Senate, 
appeared in the Hall of the House of Representative and, by direction of the Speaker, took the seats 
assigned to them.  
  

The two Houses being convened in Joint Session, President Jones of the Senate announced 
that a quorum of the Senate was present. 
 Speaker Madigan, of the House of Representatives, announced that a quorum of the House 
was present. 
 A majority of each House of the General Assembly being present, the Speaker of the House 
announced the Joint Session duly formed. 
 
 Representative Currie offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. 
 

JOINT SESSION RESOLUTION 1 
  

  RESOLVED, That a committee of ten be appointed, five from the House, by the 
Speaker of the House , and five from the Senate, by the President of the Senate, to wait upon His 
Excellency Governor Rod Blagojevich and invite him to address the Joint Assembly.  
 The motion prevailed. 
  

The President of the Senate announced his appointments, as Members of such Committee, on 
the part of the Senate:  Senators James Clayborne, Jr., Terry Link, Dale Righter, Dale Risinger and 
Carol Ronen. 
 The Speaker of the House announced the appointments, as Members of such Committee, on 
part of the House:  Representatives Lou Jones, Carolyn Krause, Dan Reitz, Cynthia Soto and Jim 
Watson. 
  

His Excellency, Governor Rod Blagojevich, was admitted into the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, and was presented to the General Assembly, to deliver his message in person as 
follows: 

 
2003 State of the State   

Governor Rod Blagojevich 
Wednesday, March 12, 2003 

 
Mr. .Speaker; Mr. President; distinguished members of the legislature: it is a privilege to be here this 
afternoon, and I want to thank you for having me. 
I'd also like to take a moment to recognize Lieutenant Governor  Pat Quinn, Secretary of State Jesse 
White, Attorney General Lisa Madigan, Comptroller Dan Hynes, and Treasurer Judy Barr Topinka.    
 
My wife, Patti  ----  couldn’t be here today, ---- because --- as many of you may know, -- we are 
expecting a baby -- any day now. 
 
Rest assured, -- Patti, -- and the baby, -- have already heard this speech -- and the baby -- is in no 
hurry to get here.    
 
Carved in granite and marble across this great land --- is our state motto, as it appeared on the very 
first state seal back in 1818: --- “state sovereignty, national union.”  
 
As mottos go, ---it’s pretty good.But I’ve always thought ---the unofficial motto of Illinois --- was 
spoken more than 100 years ago, --- by the great Chicago architect Daniel Burnham, --- when he 
said that here in Illinois, --- “we make no small plans.”    
 
This has always been a state – and -- we have always been a people – that dream bigger dreams and 
try more daring solutions --- than just about anywhere else. 
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In Illinois, --- we didn’t just build skyscrapers.  We built the tallest building in the world.  We didn’t 
just produce a president. --- we gave the world Abraham Lincoln.    
 
We didn’t just farm the land. --- we invented a plow that changed the face of agriculture. 
 
We didn’t just stand with working people.---we helped spark a labor movement that raised living 
standards across the globe.    
 
And those big dreams were reflected in our families. 
 
For two centuries, --- people like my father --- came here because they knew that here in Illinois, --- 
if you work hard, and do a good job, --- you can make it  --- in America. 
 
Those are the dreams that carried us to this day. 
 
And the question before us now is ---can we still dream big dreams --- and try daring solutions --- at 
a time when our spirit has been dampened, --- our state has been battered, --- and our resources have 
run short.  Can we make a new beginning for Illinois?    
 
My answer to you today is a resounding: yes. 
 
During previous times, --- my predecessors have come to this chamber during times of war, --- 
during times of recession, ---during times of budget crisis, --- even during times of ethical crises.  
But rarely have we been called upon to address all four of those things in a single year. 
 
We all know about the misdeeds and missteps that got us into this mess. But I come here much less 
interested in telling you what kind of state we’re in, --- and a lot more interested in working with all 
of you --- to create the kind of state  we can be. 
 
I believe that even though we face a $5 billion budget deficit; --- Even though we are suffering 
through the worst recession in two decades; --- even though we are still reeling from the worst 
scandal in more than a century: -- we can be a state where everyone willing to work hard has the 
opportunity to earn a decent, honest living. 
 
We can be a state where all of our children – no matter what their background, --- no matter how 
much money their parents make – receive a quality education. 
 
We can be a state where every person – no matter their age or their tax bracket – has access to the 
health care and prescription medicine they need. 
 
We can be a state whose government is honest, fair and just.  
 
A state with integrity.  A state --- we can take pride in. How are we going to get there?  
 
Let me start by telling you how we are not going to get there. We’re not going to get there by 
pointing fingers at each other.  We’re not going to get there with empty promises.   We’re not going 
to get there by cutting corners, or cutting and running.  We are only going to get there if we face up 
to our problems, --- be honest about our challenges, -- and work together --- to make the tough 
choices the people of Illinois sent us here to make. 
 
Today, --- I offer a new approach for governing this great state.  I use as my guide the same guide 
used by our families and our businesses.  When times are tough --- what do they do?  They focus on 
the things that are really important.  This afternoon, --I will detail four areas where I intend to get 
back to basics. 
 
First --- Jobs.  Job creation is the most important thing we can do to move this state forward. 
 
Second --- schools.  No parent should worry their child will not get a fair chance at fulfilling their 
potential.    
 
Third --- health care.  We will help our elderly afford prescription drug coverage. 
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Fourth --- crime.  We will live in a safer – and more just – Illinois.    
 
But before we set a course to get back to these four basics, --- we must first restore the ethical and 
fiscal integrity of our state.  We must begin by giving the people of this state a reason to start 
believing again in Springfield. 
 
Business as usual --- will not do. 
 
After two months in office, I can tell you that the clean up of state government is well under way, --
thanks to many of the people in this chamber,  --- especially Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn and 
Attorney General Lisa Madigan.    
 
We appointed a special investigator for employment and personnel -- Mary Lee Leahy -- to make 
sure that every state job has only one purpose: --- to serve the people, not the powerful. 
 
We’ve ended late-term patronage appointments.  And employees with powerful political 
connections but virtually useless jobs were shown the door. 
 
We’ve taken on waste and abuse at state universities. 
 
We’ve mandated ethics training for all employees of state agencies. 
 
And we’ve put in place whistleblower protection so we can stop corruption as it happens, instead of 
learning about it after the fact. 
 
We’ve created the position of inspector general and restructured the organizational chart so the 
position reports directly to me. No one is going to get in the way of our quest to clean up state 
government. 
 
We’re working with Attorney General Lisa Madigan to build on these efforts.  And to give our 
ethics initiatives teeth.--- I’m proposing legislation to create a new board of ethics. -- 
 
This board will make sure that violators get a whole lot more --- than a slap on the wrist, handing 
down suspension and firing recommendations swiftly and fairly in cases of unacceptable behavior 
by any state employee at any level. Restoring integrity doesn’t just mean ethical integrity – it also 
means fiscal integrity.    
This is our state’s darkest fiscal hour. 
 
Illinois today faces the largest budget deficit in our long history – nearly  
$5 billion. 
 
To give you an idea of how big our budget deficit is today, -- we could close every single public 
university and every prison in Illinois, -- and still not fully close the budget gap. Since I took office 
two months ago, I have directed the bureau of the budget to review every state contract and review 
cost overruns. I’ve begun the process of reforming our state’s boards and commissions. I’ve ordered 
administrative cuts of 10 percent on average from every single department and state agency.  I’ve 
instituted a hiring freeze and I’ve halted the practice of buying new cars for state employees.    
 
Less than one month from today, I will present to this chamber a balanced budget in full, --- 
comprehensive detail.  I didn’t create the budget mess we are living through today.  But I promise 
you this: by working together, we can and we will solve it.  As we deal with the fiscal crisis,-- we 
cannot lose sight of our goal of making Illinois a better place.  It is why we serve. 
 
I refuse to accept the notion that in tough times --- government must abandon the commitment to 
give people the tools to build a better life.  Times of uncertainty and struggle are when people need 
us the most. 
 
Expanding opportunity and getting back to basics begins first and foremost with creating jobs, --- 
and we have our work cut out for us. 
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Last year, our state lost 23,000 manufacturing jobs.  If we do nothing, by 2008, our projections show 
that we could lose 150,000 more.  Small businesses have been hit hard by the recession and large 
employers in nearly every sector have had to cut back.    
 
In recent years, Illinois has not offered the model of flexibility and efficiency that our economy 
requires. 
In the next decade, we anticipate that two out of three jobs will be created by small businesses. 
 
No one understands the importance of small business better --- than senate republican leader Frank 
Watson, --- whose grandfather opened Watson’s drugs in Greenville in 1881.  That pharmacy is still 
doing business today.  Small businesses are the engine to our growth, and we need to bring more of 
those jobs to Illinois. 
Working with people like Frank Watson, we will.    
 
This week, we will introduce legislation to build a $200 million “Illinois opportunity fund” that will 
attract the private investment our state desperately needs.  It will help jumpstart industries and focus 
on new technologies that have the potential --- to not only put people back to work, ---but to create 
the sort of jobs that will attract young people to our state.  I’m going to work with you --- the 
legislature --- to pass this bill as quickly as possible so we can have the fund up and running within a 
year.   There will be no more missed business opportunities. 
 
We sometimes forget that it was just over a decade ago that the web browser was created in a lab at 
the university of Illinois.  And yet when you think of the nation’s hi-tech centers you think of 
Seattle, you think of Boston, you think of Austin, and you think of Silicon Valley. 
 
So why not here?   Illinois should have been – and its going to be – silicon prairie.  That can start 
with nanotechnology, which is the manipulation of matter at the atomic level. 
 
Scientists tell us that it may one day allow us to make material that is 100 times stronger than steel at 
a fraction of the weight, -- that it can store all the information at the university of Chicago on a chip 
the size of a sugar cube – or can even detect cancer when it's only a few cells in size. 
 
Guess where the center of the nanotechnology universe is today?   Right here in Illinois.  
Nanotechnology is just one of many areas the Illinois opportunity fund will target.  There are 
countless entrepreneurs across this state with good ideas who just need a chance to show what they 
can do. 
 
Today, I am announcing the creation of entrepreneurship centers in six Illinois communities: rock 
valley college in Rockford, university of Illinois in Champaign Urbana, university of Illinois in 
Chicago,  
Western Illinois university in Macomb, southern Illinois university in Carbondale and southern 
Illinois university in Edwardsville. 
 
Two months from today, the first of these centers will be operational and making an impact.  Two 
years from today, there will be twenty. 
 
As I promised during my campaign, we’re going to equip these centers with funding to provide 
$5,000 business planning grants to 400 entrepreneurs across the state.  We can also create jobs by 
taking advantage of one of Illinois’ long-standing industries: --- coal mining. 
 
For most of the past century, we were taught to believe that it was impossible to create jobs and 
protect the environment at the same time. --- Because we couldn’t burn coal as cleanly as the law 
required, over fifty mines --- and thousands of jobs were lost -- seemingly forever.  But today, 
technology will allow our power plants to burn Illinois coal again, --- bringing back those jobs --- 
and revitalizing communities across southern and central Illinois. 
 
Illinois has the second richest coal reserves in the nation.  If new state incentives could persuade just 
five of our plants to invest in this technology --- and create mine mouth generation plants, --- many 
coal mines could reopen, and we could create 20,000 new jobs.   There are Eight hundred million 
dollars in incentives available.  We should work to make it easier for companies to access those 
incentives. 
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At the same time, there are opportunities to create jobs in the transportation industry, --- especially 
through the expansion of O’Hare.  More goods and passengers passing through our state could mean 
as many as 195,000 new jobs and as much as $20 billion dollars in economic growth.  It’s time we 
turn the expansion of O’Hare airport into a reality. 
 
And in agriculture, --- we can use new technologies to turn grain into ethanol and other value-added 
products.  Illinois has the nation’s second highest output of corn and soy bean products.  Our Illinois 
opportunity fund can help farmers explore new products and new markets for the corn and soybeans 
that grow here in such abundance. 
 
We are going to raise the minimum wage.  A person working 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year --  
should not live in poverty.  You cannot raise a family, --  you cannot put food on the table, -- you 
cannot put shoes on your children’s feet --on $10,712 per year.  Raising the minimum wage from 
$5.15 an hour to $6.50 an hour --- at least gives families a fighting chance. 
 
And speaking of wages, --- it is time women receive equal pay for equal work.  Women make up 
more than half of our workforce.  There is no reason why they should earn just 69 cents for every 
dollar a man makes. 
 
Creating opportunity --- doesn’t just mean jobs; -- it also means --education.  No matter how many 
jobs we create, none of it matters if we can’t give our children the education they need to make it.  
Every educational expert agrees -- that the earlier a child begins to learn, -- in child care and in  
Pre-school, -- the better his or her chances are of succeeding.  Today, I am announcing a new 
initiative that will provide access to preschool for every at risk child in our state.  In an ideal world, 
preschool for every child would begin --- tomorrow. 
 
But an ideal world doesn’t `operate on a $5 billion budget deficit.  That’s why we’re going to have 
to phase in universal preschool. --- but make no mistake about it.-- the most important thing we can 
do is to get started, ---and working with legislative leaders, like senate president Emil Jones, who 
has always been a champion of education, ---that’s exactly what we’re doing.    
 
Next to a loving parent, no one is more important to a child’s upbringing than a good teacher.  
Without quality teachers, every educational initiative in the world won’t succeed.  Illinois will have 
to fill 44,000 teaching positions over the next four years.  Relying on the traditional methods of 
hiring and recruiting won’t be enough. 
 
That’s why I’m creating a program that will provide $5,000 annual scholarships to juniors and 
seniors in college --- who agree to teach in hard-to-fill posts in Illinois public schools -- for five 
years ---.not one year, ---five years.  For those who can teach subjects like reading and science in 
communities where there is a shortage of teachers, --- we’ll increase the scholarship to $10,000.   
The final piece of providing our children with the education they deserve comes from inside the 
home. 
 
Speaking as a parent myself, I know how easy it is to feel overwhelmed in this world today.  Parents 
worry about the music their children listen to, --- the movies they see, -- the television shows they 
watch, --- the web sites they visit.  For all the challenges they face in this world, --- our kids need 
our love --- and attention --- and discipline -- more than ever.   I know every parent needs and wants 
to be actively involved in their child’s education. 
 
With all of the rigors and requirements, they face --- that’s not always easy. --- so we’re going to 
help. 
 
I will introduce legislation that will expand the amount of leave time parents can take from work to 
attend school activities like meeting with counselors and teachers, --- to be more in touch with what 
is happening in their children’s lives.  Currently, the standard is eight hours a year of unpaid leave. 
My legislation would increase it --- to three days. 
 
I’m going to start by leading by example: --- as of today, all employees working for my office or 
state executive agencies will have those crucial three days to devote --exclusively --- to meeting with 
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their children’s teachers and doing the -- little things --that every parent would like to do,-- but never 
seem to get the chance.  Our message to parents is unequivocal: -- we support you. 
 
This week, I will sign into effect a proclamation calling on all Illinois schools to adopt the national 
pat’s standard for parental involvement.  This proclamation will call upon all of our schools to adopt 
measures to ensure that communication between home and school is frequent and meaningful.  In 
order to help our schools meet the national pat standards, --- I’m also announcing the creation of a 
new web-based system --- that will enable parents to access information about their children’s 
classroom activities, --- homework ---performance ---and attendance over secure websites. 
 
And finally, we will explore other common sense solutions, such as providing every teacher --- a 
voicemail box ---so parents can leave messages and have their calls returned.  The fiscal crisis will 
make implementing some of this difficult, --- but we’re going to explore every avenue to make it 
happen. Just as our children need access to a decent education, -- our seniors -- and our working 
families -- need access to decent health care. 
 
That starts with prescription drug coverage. The phrase --- ‘sticker shock’ -- doesn’t begin to 
describe what so many people feel when they go to the pharmacy to fill a prescription. Working with 
speaker Madigan, who has been a tireless fighter and a strong leader on this issue and so many 
others, --- we are going to bring down the price of prescription drugs, once and for all. 
 
In my campaign, I said we were going to change the system to take advantage of our bulk 
purchasing power.  This week, -- that change begins.  I will sign an executive order to create a new 
special advocate position responsible for getting a much better deal on the nearly two billion dollars 
per year in prescription drugs purchased by this state. 
 
Right now, ---Illinois receives a meager 1.7% rebate on drug purchases -- the worst -- in the nation.  
Other states receive more than -- ten times that amount.   On behalf of our new special advocate, 
I’ve got a message for the big drug companies: -- “it's time to renegotiate.”    
 
And as promised in my campaign, I will work closely with the legislature to create a prescription 
drug card. 
 
By pooling their buying power --- this will allow seniors to buy prescriptions at reduced rates at no 
extra cost to the state. And it’s time to finally expand our circuit breaker program to cover all 
prescriptions for our most needy seniors.  Last year, the federal government --- gave us a head start -
-- to provide expanded coverage for most seniors enrolled in this program.  This year, I will work 
with our congressional delegation to get coverage for 50,000 more seniors.  Providing better access 
to health care doesn’t end with reducing the price of prescription drugs.   
 
It also means decent health care.  Every parent knows --- what it’s like to have a sick child.  Today, I 
am committing --- to expand the kid care program to provide healthcare to as many as 20,000 more 
children in the state. I will also commit to a full expansion of the state’s family care program within 
three years to provide up to 300,000 working parents with healthcare coverage. By failing,--- over 
the years, --- to fully invest in these programs our state has lost over 150 million dollars in federal 
funding that has been redirected to other states.  Not anymore. 
 
Getting back to basics means creating jobs. -- iIt means better schools.-- it means better health care. 
-- 
iIt also means --- safer streets. 
 
This year, --- a record number of offenders – over 35,000 – will be released from Illinois prisons. -- 
Half of those released --- half --- will be  re-incarcerated within three years. Ask any former 
prosecutor -- ask tom cross, our house republican leader --- and himself ---  a former prosecutor ---
who has led the fight on crime in this chamber -- and they'll tell you that keeping criminals from 
striking again is just as important as putting them behind bars in the first place. That’s why I’m 
launching --- “operation spotlight” ---- to tighten supervision, -- increase how often parolees have to 
check in with parole officers, -- and make it easier to impose sanctions like electronic monitoring. 
 
Illinois leads the nation in drug-related crimes.  We should lead the nation in drug crime prevention. 
Today, I am announcing that we will reopen --- the Sheridan prison as a national model institution 
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aimed solely at deterring drug crime. Drug addicts return to the streets --- only to land right back in 
jail --- after finding new victims and committing new crimes. Since more criminals are in Illinois 
prisons  for drug-related offenses -- the more we reduce drug crime, --- the safer our streets will be.    
 
And we are going to target club drugs before it becomes an epidemic. The use of ecstasy among 
teens is up  
71 percent since 1999.  And yet Illinois’ current --- club drug task force -- is funded purely by 
federal dollars.  Furthermore, the task force has only one Illinois state trooper on it. --- one.  Our 
new initiative, -- project x, -- will not just match federal spending on eliminating club drugs --- in 
this state – it will triple it. 
 
We are going to use the full force of federal, state and local law enforcement to crack down on the 
sale, distribution and use of ecstasy. We are going to develop statewide tracking systems to identify 
where it is sold.  And we will target areas where it is used, --starting with college campuses. 
 
Drugs may be the scourge of our society, but our fight to make Illinois safer --- cannot end there.  
Last year, -- more than 16 women -- reported being raped in Illinois on average --each day.  This is 
not just a staggering figure.  It is an outrage, -- and something --- no civilized society should stand 
for. 
It’s why I’m supporting attorney general Lisa Madigan’s efforts to establish a program of lifetime 
parole -- that says to sex offenders: -- if you commit a sex crime, -- we’re going to keep tabs on you, 
-- every day, --- for the rest of your life.  In our quest to make our streets safe, we have to take an 
honest look at all aspects of the criminal justice system. 
 
I am a former prosecutor.  I have seen the devastation that crime wreaks upon our families.  But it’s 
almost inconceivable that at least 13 people were on death row in Illinois and were nearly executed 
for crimes they did not commit.  I support the death penalty.  But I also support maintaining the 
current moratorium. 
We need a better system. We need a system that works.  Together, --- the legislature and I will work 
to reform the system. 
 
As we confront the challenges facing Illinois, we cannot forget about the grave challenges facing 
this nation.  As we meet here today,  250,000 American troops stand on the border of Iraq, --- 
including many Illinoisans. 
 
They are in our thoughts.  They are in our hearts.  And we all pray for their safe return home.  But 
we know that the threat doesn’t lie solely across the oceans.  Terrorism is something we have to 
think about at home too.  That’s why I appointed former Senator Carl Hawkinson to lead our public 
safety and counter-terrorism efforts.  Hopefully, we’ll never experience a terrorist attack on our soil.  
But we can’t just --- rely on hope.  That is why I am announcing the creation of a statewide terrorism 
intelligence center in Springfield. 
 
We can do more to protect the people of Illinois from a terrorist attack -- but it’s going to take  
24-hour,  7-day-a-week intelligence and teamwork with the FBI, the CIA and the department of 
homeland security.  This center will be a model for how national, state, and local law enforcement 
can work together to keep us safe. 
 
Now, --  I’ve laid out an ambitious agenda here today.  But this agenda -- and these proposals --- are 
not only worthy – they are achievable --- and they are affordable.  In fact, -- the cost to the state of 
the proposals I’ve made today --- totals $88 million.  With a nearly $5 billion deficit --, I don’t 
propose them lightly. But these are not only investments we can afford to make – these are 
investments -- we can’t afford not to make. 
 
We will balance the budget --- without an increase in the income or sales tax --- because we cannot 
burden -- the taxpayers with the full weight of fixing the mess created by those who led them astray.  
But we also cannot punish the taxpayers -- by using this crisis as an excuse for inaction.  Yes, -- the 
budget crisis is forcing us to temper our agenda. 
 
But we must move forward.  It won’t be easy to balance the budget, --- it won't be easy to make 
progress on these tough issues, -- but we will. 
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Being governor means making tough choices – it means not being able to make everyone happy all 
of the time.Sometimes it even means making some people --- unhappy.  But the citizens of Illinois 
called for change, --- and that’s what I’m going to deliver.  that change can come if we work 
together. 
 
I’m reminded of that old abbot and Costello routine --- in which abbot --- is in one end of a boat, --- 
and Costello is in the other end.  And all of a sudden, --- the boat springs a leak in Costello’s end.  
Abbott looks at the audience and says, “I sure am glad that leak isn’t on my end of the boat.”  
 
Well, we’re kind of in the same situation.  As democrats and republicans, we may be sitting on our 
own individual sides, -- but we’re all in the same boat today.  We will sink or swim together. And 
that’s --- exactly how it should be. 
 
 I don’t want to preside as governor over a session of this legislature dedicated to partisanship.  I 
think the people of Illinois want and deserve a session dedicated to partnership. 
 
Only by working together -- by putting the interest of our state above the interest of our parties -- 
can we  meet the challenges before us.  Representative Bill Black once said in debate --right here -- 
on this house floor -- in his usual calm, measured and soft-spoken way -- “I’ll walk through this 
chamber in my bare feet on crushed glass if you want.”   I sure hope -- it doesn’t come to that.  But I 
will do whatever it takes -- to work with you -- to lead Illinois through this crisis and to move our 
state forward.    
 
I want to end today -- exactly where I began.  What I am moved by most -- as I travel through this 
state – even though our nation is on the verge of war, -- with the possibility of terrorist attacks, -- a 
recession, -- and here at home, -- a budget deficit, and a crisis in state government –  What I am 
most moved by -- are the number of people I meet -- good, honest, hard working people --who want 
a state they can believe in -- and a future they can look forward to.  They know what we’re going 
through today.  They know the challenges we face.   
 
But they want us to do these things.  They want first class schools. -- they want a health system that 
provides for everyone. -- they want us to be a state that once again --dreams big dreams --- and tries 
daring solutions.  If we can be as bold as the history that carried us here, -- as proud as the people 
who sent us, -- and as big as the future ahead of us, -- I believe we will be able to dream big dreams 
again. 
 
We will be proud of this state again.  And we will make this great place -- a better place – for 
everyone. 
Thank you -- and god bless you. 
    

At the hour of 1:00 o'clock p.m., President Emil Jones Jr.,  moved that the Joint Assembly do 
now arise. 
 The motion prevailed. 
 

AFTER RECESS 
 

Thereupon the Senate returned to the Senate Chambers and resumed consideration of 
business. 
Senator Halvorson, presiding. 

 
 PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 
SENATE RESOLUTION NO.  82 

 Offered by Senator Geo-Karis and all Senators: 
 Mourns the death of  Miguel Juarez, Chief of Police of Waukegan. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO.  83 
 Offered by Senator Risinger and all Senators: 
 Mourns the death of Robert J. “Bob” Newell of Sparland. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO.  84 
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 Offered by Senators Demuzio, E. Jones and all Senators: 
 Mourns the death of Randall Kraig Reno of Medora. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO.  85 
 Offered by Senators Demuzio, E. Jones and all Senators: 
 Mourns the death of Emil Borgini of Mount Clare. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO.  86 
 Offered by Senators Demuzio, E. Jones and all Senators: 
 Mourns the death of George Winters, Jr. of Carrollton. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the foregoing resolutions were referred to the Resolutions Consent 
Calendar. 

 
 

 Senators Petka - Roskam offered the following Senate Resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Rules: 

 
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 87 

     WHEREAS, On May 9, 2001, President Bush nominated Miguel A. Estrada to fill a vacancy on
the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit; and  
     WHEREAS, Mr. Estrada's credentials go uncontested beginning with his mastery of the English
language and American culture upon his arrival to the United States as an immigrant from
Honduras; he graduated magna cum laude from Columbia University and Harvard Law School; and  
     WHEREAS, Over a year-and-a-half has passed without a vote on the Senate floor; and  
     WHEREAS, The Senate judiciary committee has issued a favorable report to the United State
Senate, yet because of partisan policies Democrat Senators threaten to filibuster a Senate Floor vote;
and  
     WHEREAS, Mr. Estrada has received support from liberal and conservative colleagues alike who
attest that he is one of the most brilliant and effective appellate lawyers in the country; and  
     WHEREAS, Organizations who support Mr. Estrada include the League of United Latin
American Citizens, the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic National Bar
Association, the Hispanic Business Roundtable, and The Latino Coalition; and  
     WHEREAS, Mr. Estrada would be the first Hispanic in the country to sit on the U.S. Court of
Appeals District of Columbia Circuit - an important and prestigious position within the nation's
Court of Appeals; therefore, be it  
     RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we urge the United States Senators and the United State Congress to
work to allow a vote on the appointment of Miguel Estrada to the U.S. Court of Appeals District of
Columbia Circuit; and be it further  
     RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution shall be sent to U.S. Senator Richard Durbin, U.S.
Senator Peter Fitzgerald, the other members to the Illinois congressional delegation, and the U.S.
Senate Majority Leader, Senator Bill Frist.  
 

 
READING BILLS FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES A FIRST TIME 

 
 House Bill No. 53, sponsored by Senator Althoff was taken up, read by title a first time and 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

 
 House Bill No. 362, sponsored by Senator Clayborne was taken up, read by title a first time 
and referred to the Committee on Rules. 

 
 House Bill No. 525, sponsored by Senator Haine was taken up, read by title a first time and 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

 
 House Bill No. 536, sponsored by Senator D. Sullivan was taken up, read by title a first time 
and referred to the Committee on Rules. 

 
 House Bill No. 1205, sponsored by Senator DeLeo was taken up, read by title a first time and 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
 

 Senator Dillard requested a point of order as to the time the Chair previously stated before 
recessing for Joint Session that the Senate was to reconvene. 
 The Chair stated that the time of 2:00 o’clock p.m. was an approximate time, but the Chair 
had also added subject to the call of  the Chair.  
  

At the hour of 1:07 o'clock p.m., the Chair announced that the Senate stand adjourned until 
Thursday, March 13, 2003, at 10:30 o'clock a.m. 
 

 
 


