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AN ACT to inplenment the federal No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001.

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly supports enhancenent of the
current State assessnment system in order to develop an
appropriate, high-quality, statew de K-12 assessnent system

based on the Illinois Learning Standards; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s enhanced statew de assessnent system nust
have a high level of credibility, reliability, and validity
and nust provide continuity with the assessnent system in
pl ace prior to the changes nmade by this anmendatory Act of the

93rd General Assenbly; and

WHEREAS, A credible, reliable, and valid assessnent
system should allow school districts to reduce |ocal
assessnments; once the State assessnent system is fully
i npl emented in the 2005- 2006 school year, school districts
are encouraged and expected to reduce the |ocal assessnents
of students in the grades and subjects assessed by the State;

and

VWHEREAS, The changes in the assessnent system nmade by
this anendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly are a direct
result of the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
(Public Law 107-110), which requires the testing of al
students as well as enhancenents to the systemin order to
provide tinely results that are neani ngful and educationally
useful for educators, parents, and the broader conmunity;

t herefore

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 2-3.64 as foll ows:
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(105 ILCS 5/2-3.64) (fromCh. 122, par. 2-3.64)

Sec. 2-3.64. State goals and assessnent.

(a) Beginning in the 1998-1999 school year, the State
Boar d of Educati on shal | establ i sh st andar ds and
periodically, in collaboration with | ocal school districts,
conduct studies of student performance in the |earning areas
of fine arts and physical devel opnent/ health.

Beginning with the 1998-1999 school year wuntil the

2005- 2006 school year at the latest, the State Board of

Education shall annually test: (i) all pupils enrolled in the
3rd, 5th, and 8th grades in English | anguage arts (reading,
witing, and English grammar) and mathematics; and (ii) al

pupils enrolled in the 4th and 7th grades in the biol ogical
and physical sciences and the social sciences (history,

geography, ~civics, economcs, and governnent). The nmaxi num

tine allowed for all actual testing required under this

par agr aph shall not exceed 25 hours, as all ocated anong the

required tests by the State Board of Education, across al

gr ades tested.

Beginning no later than the 2005-2006 school vyear, the

State Board of Education shall annually test: (i) all pupils

enrolled in the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades in

readi ng and mathematics; (ii) all pupils enrolled in 3rd,

4t h, 6t h, and 8th grades in witing; (iii) all pupils

enrolled in the 4th and 7th grades in the biological and

physical sciences; and (iv) all pupils enrolled in 5th and

8th ogrades in the social sciences (history, qgeoqraphy,

econonics, <civics, and governnent). The State Board of

Education shall sanple student perfornmance in the |earning

area of physical developnent and health in grades 4 and 7

through the science tests and in the learning area of fine

arts in grades 5 and 8 through the social sciences tests.

After the addition of subjects and grades as delineated in

this paragraph and includi ng whatever other tests that may be
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approved fromtine to tine no later than the 2005-2006 school

vear, the nmaxinmum time allowed for all State testing in

grades 3 through 8 shall not exceed 38 hours across those

The State Board of Education shall establish the academ c
standards that are to be applicable to pupils who are subject
to State tests wunder this Section beginning with the
1998- 1999 school year. However, the State Board of Education
shal | not establish any such standards in final form wthout
first providing opportunities for public participation and
local input in the developnent of the final academ c
st andar ds. Those opportunities shal | i ncl ude a
wel | -publicized period of public comrent, public hearings
t hroughout the State, and opportunities to file witten
comment s. Beginning with the 1998-99 school year and
thereafter, the State tests will identify pupils in the 3rd
grade or 5th grade who do not neet the State standards.

If, by performance on the State tests or | ocal
assessnents or by teacher judgnent, a student's performance
is determned to be 2 or nore grades bel ow current placenent,
the student shall be provided a renediati on program devel oped
by the district in consultation wwith a parent or guardian.
Such renediation prograns may include, but shall not be
[imted to, increased or concentrated instructional time, a

remedial summer school program of not |ess than 90 hours,

i npr oved i nstructional appr oaches, tutorial sessi ons,
retention in grade, and nodifications to i nstructional
mat eri al s. Each pupil for whom a renediation programis

devel oped under this subsection shall be required to enrol

in and attend whatever programthe district determnes is
appropriate for the pupil. D stricts may conbine students in
remedi ati on prograns where appropriate and nmay cooperate with
other districts in the design and delivery of those prograns.

The parent or guardian of a student required to attend a
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remedi ati on program under this Section shall be given witten
notice of that requirement by the school district a
reasonable tine prior to comrencenent of the renediation
program that the student is to attend. The State shall be
responsi ble for providing school districts with the new and
addi tional funding, wunder Section 2-3.51.5 or by other or
additional neans, that is required to enable the districts to
operate renedi ation prograns for the pupils who are required
to enroll in and attend those prograns under this Section.
Every individualized educational program as described in
Article 14 shall identify if the State test or conponents
thereof are appropriate for that student. Fer--these--pupils
for--whom-the--State--tests--or--conponents--thereof-are-not
approprtate; The State Board of Education shall devel op rul es
and regul ations governing the admnistration of alternative
tests prescri bed W thin each student's individualized
educati onal program which are appropriate to the disability
of each student.

Al  pupils who are in a State approved transitional
bilingual education program or transitional program of
instruction shall participate in the State tests. Any
student who has been enrolled in a State approved bili ngual
education programless than 3 cunul ati ve academ c years nay

take an accommpdated State test, to be known as the Illinois

Measure of Annual Gowh in English (IMAGE), shall--be

exenpted if the student's |lack of English as determ ned by an
Engl i sh | anguage proficiency test woul d keep the student from

understanding the reqular State test. |If the school district

deternmines, on a case-by-case individual basis, that | MAGE

would likely vield nore accurate and reliable information on

what the student knows and can do, the school district may

make a deternmination to assess the student using | MAGE for a

period that does not exceed 2 additional consecutive years,

provi ded that the student has not vyet reached a |evel of
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English 1l anguage proficiency sufficient to vyield valid and

reliable informati on on what the student knows and can do on

the reqgular State test.;-and-that-student-s-distriet-shalt

have- an-alternattve-test-programtn-place-for--that--student-
The- - St at e- - Boar d- - of - Eduecat i on- shal | - appet at - a- t ask- f or ee- of
conecer ned- par ent s; -t eacher s; - school - adnt nt st r at or s- and- - ot her
prof esst onal s--to--assist--tn--tdenttfytng--suech--alternative
tests:

Reasonabl e accommodations as prescribed by the State
Board of Education shall be provided for individual students
in the testing procedure. All test procedures prescribed by
the State Board of Education shall require: (i) that each
test used for State and |ocal student testing under this
Section identify by name the pupil taking the test; (ii) that
the nane of the pupil taking the test be placed on the test
at the time the test 1is taken; (iii) that the results or
scores of each test taken under this Section by a pupil of
the school district be reported to that district and identify
by name the pupil who received the reported results or
scores; and (iv) that the results or scores of each test
taken wunder this Section be nade available to the parents of
the pupil. 1In addition, beginning-wth-the-2000-2001--sechool
year--and in each school year thereafter; the highest scores
and- perf or mance-tevels attained by a student on the Prairie
State Achi evenent Exam nation adm ni stered under subsection

(c) of this Section and any Prairie State Achi evenent Awards

received by the student shall becone part of the student's

permanent record and shall be entered on the student's
transcript pursuant to regulations that the State Board of
Education shall promulgate for that purpose in accordance
wth Section 3 and subsection (e) of Section 2 of the
I1linois School Student Records Act. Beginning wth the
1998-1999 school year and in every school year thereafter,

scores received by students on the State assessnent tests
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admnistered in grades 3 through 8 shall be placed into
students' tenporary records.
The State Board of Education shall establish a period of

tine, to be referred to as the State test w ndow, eonmnpn

rponath in each school year for which State testing shall occur
to neet the objectives of this Section. However, if the
schools of a district are closed and classes are not
scheduled during any week that is established by the State

Board of Education as the State test w ndow week-of-the-aonth

when- St at e-t estt ng- under -t hi s- Seett on-shal | - oeeur, the school

district mmy (at the discretion of the State Board of

Education) npve its State test wi ndow one week earlier or one

week later than the established State test w ndow, admt ntster

the--required--State--testing--at--any--time--up--to--2-vweeks
foll owt ng- -t he- - week- - est abl i shed- - by- -t he- - St at e- - Boar d- - - of
Edueatton--for--the--testing; so long as the school district
gives the State Board of Education witten notice of its
i ntention to deviate from the established schedule by

Decenber 1 of the school year in which falls the State test

w ndow week established by the State Board of Education for
the testing. The-rmaxtmumtipe-allowed-for-all-actual-testing
Fegut fed- under - t hi s- subseett on- duri ng-t he- school - - year - -shal t
neot - - exeeed- 25- hour s- as- al | ocat ed- anpng-t he- r equi red-t est s- by
t he- St at e- Boar d- of - Educat i on-

(a-5) Al tests admnistered pursuant to this Section
shall be academcally based. For the purposes of this
Section "academ cally based tests” shal | mean tests
consisting of questions and answers that are neasurable and
quantifiable to neasure the know edge, skill, and ability of
students in the subject matters covered by tests. The
scoring of academ cally based tests shall be reliable, valid,
unbi ased and shall neet the guidelines for test devel opnent

and use prescribed by the American Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on,

the Nati onal Counci | of Measurenent and Eval uation, and the
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Aneri can Educational Research Association. Academ cally based
tests shall not include assessnments or evaluations of
attitudes, values, or beliefs, or testing of personality,
self-esteem or self-concept. Nothing in this anendatory Act
IS i nt ended, nor shall it be construed, to nullify,
supersede, or contradict the legislative intent on academc
testing expressed during the passage of HB 1005/ P. A. 90-296.

Nothing in this Section is intended, nor shall it be

construed, to nullify, super sede, or contradi ct t he

legislative intent on acadenic testing expressed in the

preanble of this amendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly.

Begt nnt hg-t n-t he-1998- 1999- schoeol - year; -t he- - St at e- - Boar d
of - - Edueat t on- - ray; - - on- - a- - pt } ot - bast s; -t nel ude-t n-the-State
assessnaent s-t - r eadt ng- and- pat h- at - each- grade- | evel -t est ed- no
nor e- t han- 2- short - answer - guest + ons; - wher e- - st udent s- - have--teo
Fespond---tn---brief---to---questions---or--pronpts--or--show
conput att ons; -rat her-than-select-fromalternatives--that--are
presented:---tn--the-first-year-that-suech- questions-are-used;
scor es- on-t he-short - answer - quest t ons-shal | - not - be-report ed- on
an- t ndi vi dual - st udent - bast s- but - shal | - be- aggr egat ed- f or - - each
school - - but } di ng- -t n-whieh-the-tests-are-given:---State-}evel;
school ; - and-distriet-seores-shall-be-reported-both--wth--and
wtt hout - t he-resul t s- of - t he- short - ansvwer - quest t ons- so-t hat - t he
effeect--of--shert--answer--questions--ts-clearly-disecernible-
Begt Ant ng-t n-t he- seeond- year - of - t hi s- pt | ot - progr am - seor es- on
t he- short - answer - questt ons--shal | - - be- - report ed- - bot h- - on- - an
t ndt vi dual - - st udent - - bast s- - and- on- a- sehool - but | di ng- basts-tn
order--to--npnitor--the--effeets--of--teacher--tratning---and
EurFt eul um t Apr ovenent s- on- seore-resul t s:

The State Board of Education shall nonitor net-eeonttnue
the use of short answer questions in the math and reading

assessnents or in other assessnents in order to denonstrate;

of - - ext end- -t he- - use- - of - - sueh- - questt ons--to---other---State

assessnent s; - - unt ess-t hi s- pt | ot - pr o} ect - derpastrates that the
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use of short answer questions results in a statistically
significant inprovenent in student achievenent as neasured on

the State assessnents for math and reading or on other State

assessnents and is justifiable in terns of cost and student

per f or mance.

(b) It shall be the policy of the State to encourage
school districts to continuously test pupil proficiency in
the fundanmental Ilearning areas in order to: (i) provide
tinmely information on individual student s’ per f or mance

relative to State standards that is adequate to guide
instructional strategies; (ii) inprove future instruction;
and (iii) conplenment the information provided by the State
testing system described in this Section. Each district's
school inprovenent plan nust address specific activities the
district intends to inplenent to assist pupils who by teacher
judgnment and test results as prescribed in subsection (a) of
this Section denonstrate that they are not neeting State

standards or |ocal objectives. Such activities may include,

but shall not be limted to, sumrer school, extended school
day, speci al homewor k, tutorial sessi ons, nodi fi ed
i nstructional mat eri al s, ot her nmodi fi cati ons in t he

instructional program reduced class size or retention in
gr ade. To assi st school districts in testing pupi

proficiency in reading in the primary grades, the State Board
shall make optional reading inventories for di agnostic
pur poses avail able to each school district that requests such
assi st ance. Districts t hat adm ni ster t he r eadi ng
inventories may devel op renedi ati on prograns for students who
performin the bottomhalf of the student popul ation. Those
remedi ation prograns may be funded by noneys provided under
the School Safety and Educational |Inprovenent Block G ant
Program established under Section 2-3.51.5. Nothing in this
Section shall prevent school districts from inplenenting

testing and renediation policies for grades not required
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under this Section.

(c) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, each
school district that operates a high school program for
students in grades 9 through 12 shall annually adm nister the
Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation established under this
subsection to its students as set forth bel ow The Prairie
State Achi evenent Exam nation shall be devel oped by the State
Board of FEducation to neasure student performance in the
academ c areas of reading, witing, mathematics, science, and
soci al sciences. The State Board of Educati on shal
establish the academc standards that are to apply in
measuri ng st udent per f or mance on t he Prairie State
Achi evenrent Examination including the mninmm exam nation
score in each area that wll qualify a student to receive a
Prairie State Achievenent Award fromthe State in recognition
of the student's excellent performance. Each school district
that is subject to the requirenments of this subsection (c)
shall afford all students 2 opportunities to take the Prairie
State Achievenent Exam nation beginning as |late as practical
during the second senester of grade 11, but in no event
before March 1. The State Board of Education shall annually
notify districts of the weeks during which these test
adm ni strations shall be required to occur . Every
i ndi vi dual i zed educational program as described in Article 14
shall identify if the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation
or conponents thereof are appropriate for that student. Each
st udent, excl usi ve of a student whose individualized
educati onal program devel oped under Article 14 identifies the
Prairie State Achievenent Exam nation as inappropriate for
the student, shall be required to take the exam nation in
grade 11. For each academc area the State Board of
Education shall establish the score that qualifies for the
Prairie State Achievenent Award on that portion of the

exam nation. Any student who fails to earn a qualifying
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score for a Prairie State Achievenent Award in any one or
nore of the academ c areas on the initial test admnistration
or who wi shes to inprove his or her score on any portion of
the exam nation shall be permtted to retake such portion or
portions of the exam nation during grade 12. D stricts shal
inform their students of the tinelines and pr ocedur es
appl i cabl e to their partici pation in every yearly
admnistration of the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nati on.
St udent s receiving speci al educati on services whose
i ndividualized educational progranms identify the Prairie
State Achievenent Examnation as inappropriate for them
neverthel ess shall have the option of taking the exam nati on,
whi ch shall be adm nistered to those students in accordance
with standards adopted by the State Board of Education to
accommodate the respective disabilities of those students. A
student who successfully conpletes all other applicable high
school graduation requirenents but fails to receive a score
on the Prairie State Achievenent Examination that qualifies
the student for receipt of a Prairie State Achi evenent Award
shal | nevertheless qualify for the receipt of a regular high
school di pl oma.

(d) Beginning wth the 2002-2003 school year, al
schools in this State that are part of the sanple drawn by
t he Nat i onal Cent er for Educati on Statistics, in
col |l aboration with their school districts and the State Board
of Education, shall admnister the biennial State academc
assessnments of 4th and 8th grade reading and mathematics
under the National Assessnent of Educational Progress carried
out under Section nmll(b)(2) of the National Educati on
Statistics Act of 1994 (20 U. S.C. 9010) if the Secretary of
Educati on pays the costs of adm nistering the assessnents.

(e) Beginning no later than the 2005-2006 school vyear,

subject to available federal funds to this State for the

pur pose of student assessnent, the State Board of Education
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shall provide additional tests and assessnent resources that
may be used by school districts for |ocal di agnostic
purposes. These tests and resources shall include wthout
[imtation addi ti onal hi gh school witing, physi cal

devel opnent and health, and fine arts assessnents. The State

Board of Education shall annually distribute a listing of

these additional tests and resources, using funds avail able

fromappropriati ons nade for student assessnment purposes.

(f) For the assessnent and accountability purposes of

this Section, "all pupils" includes those pupils enrolled in

a public or State-operated elenentary school, secondary
school, or cooperative or joint agreenent with a governing
body or board of control, a <charter school operating in

conpliance with the Charter Schools Law, a school operated by

a regional office of education under Section 13A-3 of this

Code, or a public school adnmnistered by a |ocal public

agency or the Departnent of Human Servi ces.

(Source: P.A 91-283, eff. 7-29-99; 92-604, eff. 7-1-02.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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