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STATE OF I LLINO S
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SENATE
Senat e Resol uti on No. 543

O fered by Senator Peter J. Roskam

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we urge the
II'linois Suprenme Court to adopt the following rule relating
to the testinmony of an incarcerated informant in capital
cases:

"When the sentence of death is being sought by the State,
the court shall consider, or shall instruct the jury to
consider, that the testinony of an incarcerated informnt who
may provide evidence against a defendant for pay, immunity
from puni shnent, or personal advantage nust be exam ned and
weighed wth greater care than the testinony of an ordinary
w tness. Wether the informant's testinony has been affected
by interest or prejudice against the defendant nust be
determined. In making the determnation, the jury nust
consider (i) whether the incarcerated informant has received
anything, including pay, immunity from prosecution, |eniency
in prosecution, or personal advantage, in exchange for
testinony, (ii) any other case in which the informnt
testified or offered statenents agai nst an individual but was
not called, and whether the statements were admtted in the
case, and whether the informant received any deal, prom se,
i nducenent, or benefit in exchange for that testinony or
statenent, (iii) whether the informant has ever changed his
or her testinony, (iv) the crimnal history of the informnt,
and (v) any other evidence relevant to the credibility of the
informant. "lIncarcerated informant” neans a W tness whose

entire knowl edge of the crinme stens
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solely from information obtained from another incarcerated
person, while incarcerated cont enpor aneousl y W th t he

witness."; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
the Honorable Mary Ann MMrrow, Chief Justice of the

II'linois Suprenme Court.

Adopted by the Senate, Decenber 5, 2002.

Presi dent of the Senate

Secretary of the Senate
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