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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends

of Joseph P. Giffin, who passed away on May 3, 2002; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph P. Giffin was a Chicago | awer who spent
t hree decades on the Denocratic State central commttee and
had a front-row seat as Cook County's influence rose in

Il1linois'" Denocratic politics; and

WHEREAS, M. Giffin was one of the |ongest serving
menbers of the State central conmmttee, a Kkey group in
slating the State's Denocratic ticket, and was known as | oyal
and approachable wthin State political circles, despite

mai ntaining a low profile outside of them and

WHEREAS, M. Giffin was born in Chicago and graduated
fromSt. Rta H gh School in 1934; he received a |aw degree
from DePaul University in 1938, and in 1943 joined the United
States Navy, serving aboard a m nesweeper in the Pacific and

North Atlantic until the close of Wrld War |1; and

WHEREAS, A public servant for much of his career, in the
m d-1940s M. Giffin was brought into the secretary of
state's office by Secretary of State Edward Barrett and

served in the office until 1952; and

WHEREAS, In 1952, M. Giffin, as a nenber of the State
central commttee, supported the governor candidacy of M.

Barrett, and was out of his job after M. Barrett |ost; and

WHEREAS, In 1953, M. Giffin opened a law office in
Chi cago; he returned to the State central commttee later in

t he 1950s; and

WHEREAS, M. Giffin remained in private practice unti

bei ng appointed comm ssioner of the court of <clains by
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Governor Oto Kerner in 1963; he continued serving on the
State central conmttee into the 1980s, nostly as the State

party's treasurer; and

WHEREAS, M. Giffin retired frompolitics and governnent
service in the md-1990s, but continued his |legal practice

after that; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Joseph P. Giffin will be deeply
felt by all knew and |loved him especially his daughters,
Theresa Bekken, Mary Murphey, Joan O Sullivan, Cathy Giffin,

and Carol e Ruzich; and his 10 grandchildren; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew him the death of Joseph P. Giffin of Chicago;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Joseph P. Giffin with our sincere

condol ences.
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