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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Workers at Carousel Linen in H ghwood, Illinois
wash and press linens in hot and unsafe working conditions;
several workers have reported suffering burns and other

severe injuries in this strenuous working environnment; and

VWHEREAS, The Cccupati onal Heal t h and Saf ety
Adm ni stration issued 11 citations agai nst Carousel Linen for
serious safety violations including blocking fire exits,
failing to train wirkers on the use of hazardous chem cal s,
and requiring unlicensed workers to operate forklift trucks;

and

VWHEREAS, Workers at Carousel Linen work in these hard and
dangerous jobs but only earn $5.15 an hour, well bel ow
standards for the laundry industry, wth no famly health

i nsurance benefits regardl ess of their seniority; and

WHEREAS, The Carousel workers have repeatedly been denied
requests for raises during their tenures on the pretext that
they do not deserve nonetary increases because they do not

speak English; and

WHEREAS, An overwhelm ng mgjority of Carousel Linen

wor kers support form ng a union; and

VWHEREAS, Carousel Linen has been found by the National
Labor Relations Board to have repeatedly violated federal
| abor |aw, workers have been on strike in response to these

| abor | aw viol ati ons since October, 2001; therefore be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that the Illinois Senate
supports the right of workers to organize a union free from

harassnent and retaliation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Illinois Senate supports the striking
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Carousel Linen workers in their fight to form a wunion and

i nprove their wages and working conditions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the 1Illinois Senate <calls on Carousel
Linen to imediately inprove the harsh and unsafe working
conditions at its Jlaundry, to voluntarily recognize the
wor kers' union, and to bargain a fair agreenent wth their

workers to end the six-nonth |abor dispute; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to Scott

Cl ose at Carousel Linen.
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