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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, In 2000, the Surgeon General of the Public
Heal th Servi ce announced as a goal the elimnation by 2010 of
heal th di sparities experienced by racial and ethnic
mnorities in health access and outcone in 6 areas: infant
nortality, cancer screeni ng, cardi ovascul ar di sease,
di abetes, acquired inmmunodeficiency syndrone and human

i mmunodeficiency virus infection, and i muni zati ons; and

WHEREAS, Despite notable progress in the overall health
of the Nation, there is a crisis of mnority health,
consi sting of continuing disparities in the burden of illness
and deat h experienced by African-Anericans, Hi spanics, Native
Americans, Al aska Natives, Asians, and Pacific |slanders,

conpared to the United States popul ation as a whol e; and

VHEREAS, M norities suffer nore than 60, 000 excess deat hs

annual Iy, conpared to nonminorities; and

WHEREAS, M norities are nore likely than nonm norities to
die from cancer, cardiovascular disease, stroke, chem ca
dependency, diabetes, infant nortality, violence, and, 1in

recent years, acquired i munodeficiency syndrone; and

VWHEREAS, Mnority popul ati ons are not benefiting
equi tably from advances in nedical research and technol ogy;

and

WHEREAS, M nority popul ations face substantial cultural,
soci al, and economc barriers to obtaining access to and

delivery of health care; and

VWHEREAS, Mnorities have nmade significant contributions
to the United States, yet are underrepresented in the health

care professions; and

WHEREAS, The crisis in mnority health results in |osses
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of billions of dollars by the United States because of
reduced productivity and increased health care expenditures;

and

WHEREAS, The establishnent of a National Mnority Health
Month for the nmonth of April would encourage all health
organi zations in the United States to host activities to
pronote healthfulness in mnority communities; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we recogni ze the
month of April as "Mnority Health Awareness Mnth" in the
interest of pronoting healthier lifestyles and greater access
to quality health care for mnorities in Illinois; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That we encourage every citizen of the State of
IIlinois to annually observe "Mnority Health Awareness
Month" by supporting and participating in prograns and
activities to attack the many problens associated wth the
heal t h st at us di sparities persistently experienced by

mnorities in Illinois.
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