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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, About one in five adults wll suffer from a
di agnosable nental disorder in a given year; nental illness
will affect nore than two million Illinois citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Mental illness is the second |eading cause of

disability in the United States; and

WHEREAS, The State of Illinois nmust ensure that all of
its citizens who may be in need of accurate and current
i nformati on concerning involuntary conmm tnment procedures, and
who may need nental health evaluation and treatnent receive
such information, evaluation, or treatnent with no one being

excl uded; and

WHEREAS, The laws of this State should be exam ned to
det erm ne whet her this State IS fulfilling its
responsibilities toward its citizens who may need nental
health information, evaluation and or treatnent wwth respect

to involuntary conmtnment; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that a Mental Health Task
Force in relation to Involuntary Comm tnent shall convene to
examne Illinois laws to determne whether this State is
fulfilling its responsibilities toward its citizens who may
need accurate information, nental health evaluation, and
treatnent wth respect to involuntary comm tnent procedures
and whet her those | aws should be changed in order to better
enable the State to fulfill its responsibilities with no one

bei ng excluded; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall specifically review

and evaluate the followng criteria:

(1) Rewriting the definition of involuntary adm ssion to

make it nore flexible and to assure that no one is excluded
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fromreceiving help;

(2) Adding an educational conponent to the law to provide
yearly in-service to all parties involved in involuntary

adm ssi on;

(3) The anobunt of time given to "rural" health facilities
to properly evaluate and prepare for an involuntary nental

heal th adm ssi on;

(4) The length of time given to prepare before a court

appearance concerning an involuntary adm ssion; and

(5) The possibility of anending the law to allow for
addi ti onal psychot ropi c drugs gi ven (under the sane

di agnosis) without a return to court; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall consist of the

foll ow ng 22 nenbers:

(1) Two persons appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2) Two persons appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

Senat e;

(3) The Secretary of Human Services or his or her

desi gnee;

(4) The Director of State Police or his or her designee;

(5) Arepresentative of the Illinois State's Attorney's

Associ ati on;

(6) A representative of the Illinois State Mdica

Soci ety;

(7) The President of Equip for Equality;

(8) Arepresentative of the GQGuardianship and Advocacy

Conmi ssi on;
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(9) A representative of the Alliance for the Mentally I

of Illinois;

(10) A representative of t he I11inois State Bar

Associ ati on;

(11) A representative of the Chicago Bar Associ ation;

(12) A representative of the Mental Health Association in

[11inois;

(13) A representative of the Community Behavi or Heal t hcare

Association of Illinois;

(14) A representative of the Illinois Hospital and Health

Systens Associ ation;

(15) A representative of the Illinois Psychiatric Society;

(16) A representative of the Illinois Psychol ogical

Associ ati on;

(17) Two nmenbers of the Public appointed by the President

of the Senate; and

(18) Two nenbers of the Public appointed by the Mnority

Leader of the Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the President of the Senat e shal
desi gnate one of the nenbers appointed by himor her to serve

as the chair of the Task Force; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the neetings of the Task Force shall be
convened at the call of the chair and shall be open to the

public; and be it further

RESCOLVED, That t he Task Force shall report its
recomendations for legislation to the Senate no later than

Novenber 1, 2002; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force nenbers shall not receive
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any conpensation for performng their duties or be reinbursed
for any expenses incurred in performng their duties; and be

it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this Resolution shal
be presented to each nenber of the Task Force upon his or her

appoi nt nent .
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