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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois Senate are saddened
to learn of the death of Al pha N na Berning, fornmerly of

Deerfield, who passed away January 26, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Al pha M kkel sen was born on February 17, 1915,
to Elvira and MIler MKkkelsen in Cedar Falls, |owa; she was
a first generation American, beginning school speaking only
her native Danish; as a child, she enjoyed 4H prograns,
famly and church fellowship; she graduated from the North
East Ilowa Teachers College H gh School then noved to the
North Shore area near Chicago, where she was a pastry chef

and | ater a food service nmanager; and

VWHEREAS, She nmarried Karl Berning on Decenber 31, 1939,
in Fredsville, lowa; following their marriage, the Bernings
moved to Deerfield; Ms. Berning, who was known as M cki e,
was active in the Republican Wonen's Club as well as in other
civic organi zation and church affairs; after the birth of her
three children, Ms. Berning particularly enjoyed being a Cub

Scout Den Mot her for her sons; and

WHEREAS, M's. Berning put all of her energy, dedication,
and know edge to work during her husband' s 36 year political
career and his many elections; during the many years M.
Berning served as an |Illinois State Senator (1967-1983)
representing the 32nd District, Ms. Berning lovingly cared
for two households, in Deerfield and Springfield, and a third
famly country retreat in Wsconsin; Senator and Ms. Berning
enj oyed t he opportunity to attend five Presidential

| naugur ati ons and several GOP National Conventions; and

WHEREAS, |n 1983, Senator and Ms. Berning retired and
nmoved full-tinme to their home in Fort Myers, Florida; there,
Ms. Berning became an active nenber of the Lee County

Republ i can Wonen' s Feder ated; she was active in the Sout hwest
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Florida Synphonic Society, and the Fort Myers Congregati onal
United Church of Christ; Ms. Berning also found the tine to
take up golf and enjoyed many years with the Ladies 9 Holers

Club at the Landings; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Berning will be deeply mssed by all those
who knew her and |oved her, especially her husband, retired
IIlinois State Senator Karl |. Berning; her sons, Gant
(Beverly) and Randall (Carol Ann); her daughter, Penny
(Larry) Schafer; her grandchildren, Bryan (Robin) Berning,
Andrew (Lauren) Schafer, Karm n (Thomas) Schafer Hansen, and
Mat hew Berning; her great-grandchildren, Blake and Brandon;
her sisters, Edna Wley and Esther (Walter) Sherman; and her

brother, MIler Mkkelsen; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we nmourn, along wth
her famly and friends, the passing of Al pha N na Berning;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to her husband and our forner coll eague, Kar

Ber ni ng.
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