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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, During the past year, many states exhausted
their LowIlncone Hone Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
al l ocations as the energy assistance program served mllion

nor e households than it had in the previous year; and

WHEREAS, According to the National Energy Assistance
Directors' Association, a conmbination of circunstances has
left many | owincome households with utility debts at |evels
consi derably higher than in previous years and applications
for the current heating season comng in at rates higher than

| ast year; and

WHEREAS, On January 30, 2002, intake site directors in
I[1linois were infornmed that the State of Illinois was already
runni ng out of LIHEAP funds for this programyear; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we call on the Bush
Adm nistration to imediately release the $600,000,000 in
energency LIHEAP funds that have been appropriated to reduce
t he energy burden on | owincone househol ds ($300, 000, 000 from
t he Suppl enental Appropriations Act of 2001 and $300, 000, 000
from the FY 2002 Labor/HHS/ Educati on spending bill); and be

it further

RESOLVED, That these contingency LIHEAP funds wer e
authorized to neet the additional hone energy assistance
needs of one or nore states arising from anong other things,
increases in the cost of honme energy, increases in hone
ener gy di sconnecti ons, and i ncreases in layoffs and

unenpl oynent; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the menbers of the Senate recognize that

the latest U S. Departnent of Labor enpl oynent data indicate
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t he unenpl oynent rate has risen alnost one full percentage
point in the last two nonths, while payroll enploynment across

the nation has fallen by nearly 800,000; and be it further

RESCLVED, Under these conditions, the nenbers of the
Senate believe it is inperative that the Bush Adm nistration
release to state LIHEAP progranms the $600, 000, 000 currently

avai l able in energency LIHEAP funds; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to President George W Bush and to each nenber of

the Illinois congressional del egation.
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