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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The menbers of the Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends
of Mchael A Bilandic, a fornmer justice on the Illinois
Suprene and Appellate Courts; fornmer Chicago al derman, and
former mayor of Chicago, who passed away on January 15, 2002;

and

WHEREAS, Born in Bridgeport in 1923, the son of inmm grant
parents, Mchael Bilandic |earned Chicago politics early,
going to St. Jerone's Croatian School in the 11th Ward, an
area that produced Richard J. Daley and a host of mayors and

ot her politicians before him and

WHEREAS, M chael Bilandic graduated fromDe La Salle High
School in 1940 and received his bachelor's degree from St.

Mary's Col l ege in Wnona, M nnesota; he obtained a | aw degree

from De Paul University and served as a first Ilieutenant in
the Marine Corps during Wrld War Il in the Pacific theater;
and

WHEREAS, M. Bilandic was helpful and active in the
Denocratic organization in the 1l1th Ward fromthe tinme in
1948 when he was asked to aid the party by then-ward
commtteeman Richard J. Daley; however, his real politica

career began in 1969 as al derman of the 11th Ward; and

VWHEREAS, Alderman Bilandic was known as a legislative
trail bl azer; he pioneered ordinances to ban |ead paint and
phosphates from detergents that becane an environnental node
for other mpjor cities; in addition, he sponsored the
Lakefront Protection Odinance, legislation to regul ate
condom nium conversions and a pl anned-devel opnment ordi nance

t hat nade sense of city planning; and

VWHEREAS, Al derman Bil andi ¢ was know edgeable in the field
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of finance, and in 1974 he was chosen as council floor | eader

and chairman of the powerful Finance Commttee; and

WHEREAS, The quiet M chael Bi | andi c survived t he
rough- and-tunbl e politics of the 11th Ward Denocratic
organi zation to becone the man chosen to succeed Mayor

Richard J. Daley after Mayor Daley's death in 1976; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Bilandic was considered a shoo-in for
renom nation by the Denocratic organi zation during the 1979
canpaign wuntil the city was hit by a huge snowstorm over the
New Year's holiday and a crippling storm two weeks |later;
al together, 35 inches of snow fell on the city in tw weeks;
the sl ow renoval of the nmountains of snow by city workers was

bl amed on Mayor Bilandic, leading to his defeat; and

WHEREAS, During his term in office, Myor Bilandic
organi zed the first ChicagoFest and arranged city-insured,
lowinterest nortgage loans for mddle-inconme famlies; he
al so lent his support to the Chicago Marathon and devel oped a

reputation as a runner; and

WHEREAS, M chael Bilandic took office as a bachelor, but
during his admnistration he nmarried Heather Mrgan; the
couple's son, Mchael, was also born during his term in

of fice; and

VWHEREAS, Justice Bilandic was elected to the Appellate
Court in 1984 and was elected to a 10-year term on the
I[I'linois Suprenme Court in 1990; in 1993 he was sel ected by
his fellow justices to a three-year termas chief justice of

the Illinois Suprenme Court; and

VWHEREAS, During the 1990 canpaign, other candi dates
tal ked about the need for court reforns but Justice Bilandic
said he was nore concerned about the |law and nmaking conplex

| egal issues understandable to everyone; he said he brought
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his appellate court opinions hone for his wwfe to read, if
she didn't wunderstand them he threw themout and started

over; and

WHEREAS, Justice Bilandic | eaves other | egacies including
aut horing high court opinions that guarantee patients the
right to sue their HMJs and giving parents the fina
authority on whet her grandparents get visitation in the State

of Illinois; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew him the death of former Chicago Myor and
Il1linois Suprene Court Justice Mchael A Bilandic; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Justice Mchael A Bilandic wth

our sincere condol ences.
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