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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Governors State University master's degree
in social work program has been denied candidacy for
accreditation twi ce by the Council on Social Wrk Education;

and

VWHEREAS, The State of Illinois has invested significant
funding in program devel opnent and students' tuition for the

program and

WHEREAS, Accreditation denials have adversely affected

sonme 77 students enrolled in the program and

VWHEREAS, Numer ous constituents of nenmbers of the General

Assenbl y have voiced concerns; therefore be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that the Board of Higher
Educati on shal | conduct an inquiry into the issues
surrounding the nmaster's degree in social work at Governors
State University, including at |east one public hearing

related to this topic; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this inquiry should examne the reasons
that candidacy for accreditation of the programwas deni ed,
efforts by the University to address the reasons for denial,
and the extent to which students were fully inforned as to
the status of the program and should examne and explore
options to address the needs of the 77 affected students; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That the Board of Hi gher Education report to
the General Assenbly by March 15, 2001, recomrendi ng actions

to be taken to address issues related to accreditation,
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reporting student concerns resulting from the denial of
accreditation, and recommendi ng action to avoid such
occurrences at any public university in the future; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

delivered to the Board of Hi gher Educati on.
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