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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The United States Congress has called breast
cancer a "grow ng epidem c", and breast cancer is the |eading

form of cancer anong American wonen; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that 182,000 new cases of breast
cancer wll be diagnosed each year in Anerican wonen, and
breast cancer is a major cause of death anong m ddle-aged
wonen; it is estimated that 46,000 wonen will die each year

from breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, Anerican wonen, in general, have at least a 10%

lifetime risk of devel opi ng breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, It is reported that the risk of breast cancer

i ncreases 30% in wonen who had an abortion; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE COF ILLINO S, that there is created the
Abortion-Breast Cancer Task Force consisting of 5 nenbers of
the Senate, wth 3 nenbers appointed by the President of the
Senate (one of whom shall be designated as chairperson) and 2
menbers appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate; al

of whom shall serve w thout conpensation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force nenbers shall be appointed
within 30 days after the adoption of this Resolution and that
the Task Force shall convene its first neeting no later than
45 days after the adoption of this Resolution; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall study various issues
relating to the |ink between cancer and abortion, and that
the Task Force shall exam ne, anong other issues it chooses
to investigate, the follow ng

(1) Is there a link between induced abortion and

breast cancer?
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(2) Is t here a [ink bet ween m scarri age
(spont aneous abortion) and breast cancer?

(3) Is there a plausible biological nmechani smthat
can explain how abortion could increase the risk of
breast cancer?

(4) 1Is there any experinental evidence in addition
to epi dem ol ogi cal evidence of an abortion-breast cancer
i nk?

(5 Is there evidence that abortion interacts with
any other variables known to influence breast cancer
risk, such as age, nunber and timng of children, and
famly history of breast cancer?

(6) What action is necessary to ensure that wonen
and their doctors are well infornmed about health risks

identified by the Task Force?; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Task Force shall neet at the call of
the chairperson, shall hold public neetings, shall receive
the assistance of legislative staff, and shall report its
findi ngs and recommendati ons concerning various issues
relating to the existence of a I|ink between abortion and
breast cancer to the Senate by filing a copy of its report
with the Secretary of the Senate on or before January 1,
2002; and that wupon filing its report the Task Force is

di ssol ved.
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