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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States, in its
passage of the Professional Boxing Safety Act of 1996,
directed the Secretary of Labor to conm ssion a study on the
feasibility of the establishnment of a pension plan for

pr of essi onal boxers; and

VWHEREAS, Congress, in its passage of the Mihanmad Ali
Boxing Reform Act of 1999, provided statutory protection of
the contractual rights of professional boxers and prohibited
their exploitation in pronotion and nanagenent arrangenents;

and

VWHEREAS, A study, comm ssioned by the Secretary of Labor,
was conpleted by the Segal Conpany in Decenber 1997,
providing the necessary guidance for Congress to facilitate
the creation of a qualified pension plan for professional

boxi ng; and

WHEREAS, Professional boxing, which is structured on a
contractual basis, does not conmport wth current United
St ates pensi on | aws, whi ch are structured based on

enpl oyer - enpl oyee rel ati onshi ps; and

VWHEREAS, The establishnent of a pension pl an for
pr of essi onal boxers nust be nmandatory in order to be
ef fectuated, and shoul d be funded through boxer contributions
fromfight purses as well as ticket and broadcast revenues;

and

WHEREAS, The nature of professional boxing strongly
indicates that a pension plan for boxers is best established
on a federal level to ensure the greatest possible inclusion;

and

VWHEREAS, The National Association of Attorneys GCeneral

has recomended that Congress establish a mandatory qualified
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pension plan, including imediate steps to inplenment a

transitional plan for the neediest retired boxers; and

WHEREAS, A pension plan would greatly aid professional
boxers, many of whom end hard, demanding careers suffering
from pugilistic denenti a, al cohol i sm drug addition,
financi al problenms and honel essness, to retire wth sone

measure of dignity and a nodi cum of security; and

WHEREAS, Professional boxers are the |east cohesive of
the professional athletes (team or individual sports) and are
not represented by |abor uni ons, as exi st in t he
entertai nment industry, and are not positioned to establish a

pension plan on their own; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLI NO' S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that we urge the nenbers
of Congress, pursuant to its study comm ssioned under the
Pr of essi onal Boxing Safety Act of 1996, to develop a
framework for the establishment of a mandatory qualified

pension plan for professional boxing;, and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the nmenbers of the Illinois Congressional
Del egation, the Speaker of the U S. House of Representatives,
the President pro tenpore of the U S. Senate, the Secretary
of the U S. Departnent of Labor, and the Executive Director
of the National Association of Attorneys GCeneral and to
former United States Lightweight Chanpion Johnny Lira as
representative of the retired boxers residing in the State of

[11inois.
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