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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLI NO S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that there shall be
submtted to the electors of the State for adoption or
rejection at the general election next occurring at |east 6
mont hs after the adoption of this resolution a proposition to
anmend Sections 1, 3, 4, 6, 10, 12, 16, and 18 of Article Vi

of the Illinois Constitution to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE VI

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 1)
SECTION 1. COURTS
The judicial power is vested in a Suprene Court, a Court

of Crimnal Appeals, an Appellate Court, and G rcuit Courts.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 3)
SECTION 3. SUPREME COURT; COURT OF CRIMNAL APPEALS;

ORGANI ZATI ON

(a) The Supreme Court shall consist of seven Judges.
Three shall be selected fromthe First Judicial District and
one from each of the other Judicial D stricts. Four judges
constitute a quorum and the concurrence of four is necessary
for a decision. Supreme Court Judges shall select a Chief
Justice fromtheir nunber to serve for a termof three years.

(b) The Court of Crimnal Appeals shall consist of seven

Judges. The judges shall be appointed at Jlarge by the

Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. Four

Judges constitute a quorum and the concurrence of four is

necessary for a decision. Court of Crimnal Appeal s Judges

shall select a Chief Justice fromtheir nunber to serve for a



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

- 2- LRB9208319DJgc

termof three years.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 4)
SECTI ON 4. SUPREME COURT; SUPREME COURT OF CRIM NAL APPEALS;

JURI SDI CTl ON

(a) The Suprenme Court may exercise original jurisdiction
in civil cases relating to revenue, mandanus, prohibition or
habeas corpus and as may be necessary to the conplete
determ nation of any civil case on review

(b) Appeals--fromjudgrents-of-Cireuit-Courts-t Apost ng-a
sent ence- of - deat h-shal | -be-direetly-to-the- Suprene- Court-as-a
ratter-of-right: The Suprenme Court shall provide by rule for

direct appeal fromjudgnents of GCrcuit Courts to it in civil

ot her cases.

(c) Appeals from the Appellate Court to the Suprene
Court are a matter of right if a question wunder the
Constitution of the United States or of this State in_civil

cases arises for the first time in and as a result of the

action of the Appellate Court, or if a division of the
Appel late Court certifies that a civil case decided by it
i nvol ves a question of such inportance that the case should
be decided by the Suprene Court. The Suprene Court may
provide by rule for appeals fromthe Appellate Court in other
civil cases.

(d) The Court of Crimnal Appeals may exercise original

jurisdiction in crimnal cases arising after the effective

date of this Constitutional Anmendnent relating to nmandanus,

prohi bition, or habeas corpus and as may be necessary to the

conplete determnation of any crinmnal cases on review,

except those crimnal cases for which an appeal was filed

with the Suprene Court before the effective date of this

Constitutional Amendnent, which cases shall be under the

jurisdiction of the Suprene Court.
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Appeals fromthe Appellate Court to the Court of Crimna

Appeals are a matter of right if a question under the

Constitution of the United States or of this State in

crimnal cases arises for the first tine in and as a result

of the action of the Appellate Court, or if a division of the

Appellate Court certifies that a crimnal case decided by it

i nvol ves a question of such inportance that the case should

be decided by the Court of Crimnal Appeals. The Court of

Crimnal Appeals may provide by rule for appeals from the

Appellate Court in other crimnal cases. Appeals from

judgnents of Crcuit Courts inposing a sentence of death

shall be directly to the Court of Cinmnal Appeals as a

matter of right. The Court of Crimnal Appeals shall provide

by rule for direct appeal in other crimnal cases.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 6)
SECTI ON 6. APPELLATE COURT - JURI SDI CTI ON
Appeals from final judgnments of a Crcuit Court are a
matter of right to the Appellate Court in the Judicial
District in which the Crcuit Court is |ocated except in

cases appeal able directly to the Suprenme Court or to the

Court of Crimnal Appeals and except that after a trial on

the nmerits in a crimnal case, there shall be no appeal from

a judgnent of acquittal. The Suprenme Court and the Court of

Crim nal Appeals may each provide by rule for appeals to the

Appel late Court from other than final judgnments of Crcuit
Courts. The Appel | ate Court may exerci se ori gi nal
jurisdiction when necessary to the conplete determnnation of
any case on review The Appellate Court shall have such
powers of direct review of adm nistrative action as provided
by | aw.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)
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(1LCON Art. VI, Sec. 10)
SECTI ON 10. TERMS OF OFFI CE
The terns of office of Suprenme and Appellate Court Judges
shall be ten years; of Crcuit Judges, six years; and of

Associ ate Judges, four years. The terns of office of Court of

Crimnal Appeals Judges shall be as provided by | aw.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(1LCON Art. VI, Sec. 12)
SECTI ON 12. ELECTI ON AND RETENTI ON

(a) Suprene, Appellate and Circuit Judges shall be
nom nated at primary el ections or by petition. Judges shal
be elected at general or judicial elections as the General
Assenbly shall provide by law. A person eligible for the
of fice of Judge may cause his nane to appear on the ballot as
a candidate for Judge at the primary and at the general or

judicial elections by submtting petitions. The GCeneral

Assenbly shall prescribe by Ilaw the requi renents for
petitions.

(b) The office of a Judge shall be vacant upon his
death, resignation, retirenent, renoval, or upon t he

conclusion of his termwthout retention in office. \Wenever
an additional Appellate or Circuit Judge is authorized by
law, the office shall be filled in the manner provided for
filling a vacancy in that office.

(c) A vacancy occurring in the office of Supreme Court

Judge, Court of Crimnal Appeals Judge, Appellate Judge, or

Circuit Judge shall be filled as the General Assenbly nmay
provide by law. In the absence of a | aw, vacanci es may be

filled by appointnent by the Suprene Court, except a vacancy

occurring in the office of Court of Crininal Appeals Judge.

In the absence of a |law, a vacancy occurring in the office of

Judge of the Court of Crimnal Appeals may be filled by

appointnment by the Court of Crimnal Appeals. A person
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appointed to fill a vacancy 60 or nore days prior to the next
primary election to nom nate Judges shall serve wuntil the
vacancy is filled for a termat the next general or judicial
el ection. A person appointed to fill a vacancy less than 60
days prior to the next primary election to nom nate Judges
shall serve until the vacancy is filled at the second general
or judicial election follow ng such appoi ntnent.

(d) Not less than six nonths before the general election
preceding the expiration of his termof office, a Suprene,
Appellate or Circuit Judge who has been elected to that
office may file in the office of the Secretary of State a
decl aration of candi dacy to succeed hinself. The Secretary of
State, not I|ess than 63 days before the election, shal
certify the Judge's candidacy to the pr oper el ection
officials. The nanmes of Judges seeking retention shall be
submtted to the electors, separately and wthout party
desi gnation, on the sole question whether each Judge shall be
retained in office for another term The retention el ections
shal |l be conducted at general elections in the appropriate
Judicial District, for Suprene and Appellate Judges, and in
the circuit for Crcuit Judges. The affirmative vote of
three-fifths of the electors voting on the question shal
el ect the Judge to the office for a term comencing on the
first Monday in Decenber follow ng his election.

(e) A law reducing the nunber of Appellate or Grcuit
Judges shall be without prejudice to the right of the Judges
affected to seek retention in office. A reduction shal
becone effective when a vacancy occurs in the affected unit.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 16)
SECTI ON 16. ADM NI STRATI ON
General adm nistrative and supervisory authority over al

courts is vested in the Suprene Court and shall be exercised
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by the Chief Justice in accordance wth its rules, except

that the Court of Crimnal Appeals shall have general

adm ni strative and supervi sory authority over all courts in

relation to crimnal cases which shall be exercised by the

Chi ef Justice of the Court of Crimnal Appeals in accordance

wth its rul es. The Suprenme Court shall appoint an

adm nistrative director and staff, who shall serve at its
pl easure, to assist the Chief Justice in his duties. The
Suprene Court may assign a Judge tenporarily to any court and
an Associ ate Judge to serve tenporarily as an Associ ate Judge
on any Crcuit Court. The Supreme Court shall provide by rule

for expeditious and i nexpensive appeals in civil cases. The

Cour t of Criminal Appeals shall provide by rule for

expedi ti ous and i nexpensive appeals in crimnmnal cases.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

(ILCON Art. VI, Sec. 18)
SECTI ON 18. CLERKS OF COURTS
(a) The Suprenme Court, the Court of Crimnal Appeals,

and the Appellate Court Judges of each Judicial D strict,
respectively, shall appoint a clerk and other non-judicial
officers for their Court or D strict.

(b) The General Assenbly shall provide by |aw for the
el ection, or for the appointnment by Crcuit Judges, of clerks
and other non-judicial officers of the Grcuit Courts and for
their ternms of office and renoval for cause.

(c) The salaries of <clerks and other non-j udi ci al
officers shall be as provided by |aw.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

SCHEDULE
This Amendnent takes effect on the first Mnday in

Decenber follow ng the 2002 general el ection.
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