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To the Honor abl e Menbers of
The Illinois Senate
92nd General Assenbly

In signing Senate Bill 2313, | take another necessary
step to hel p bal ance the state budget for Fiscal Year 2003.

This | egislation, which | endorsed previously, would stop
the allocation of a previously authorized cost-of-living wage
adjustnment in FY 2003 for designated state officials whose
pay is controlled by the Conpensation Review Board. This |aw
affects ne, ny cabinet, all other constitutional officers and
menbers of the General Assenbly.

At a tinme when slunping tax revenues have forced you and
me to make nore than $1 billion in budget cuts, facility
cl osures and t housands of enployee |layoffs in order to even
out spending and revenues, it would not be appropriate for
hi gh-ranking state officials to accept a COLA

In addition to signing this bill, | asked ny Cabinet and
executive staff to join nme and work one day w thout pay. |
amvery proud that they agreed to do so as a cost-saving
neasur e.

About 12,000 state enployees who are classified as "nmerit
conpensati on" enployees -- non-union, md-|evel nanagers,
supervi sors and support staff who work in state agencies --
are getting raises. Very few of themreport directly to ne.
Most report to ny cabinet directors. Al 12,000 of themtook
a furlough day and sacrificed to help pay for inportant state
servi ces.

Unfortunately, their 40,000 co-workers represented by the
Anmerican Federation of State, County and Munici pal Enpl oyees
also will get raises during FY 2003 as required by their
contract. Despite a tough budget vyear, the |eadership of
AFSCME refused to discuss any reduction in raises, even if
that neant the |oss of thousands of state jobs.

Al t hough | have the power to forbid raises for nerit
conpensati on enployees, such action would be unfair to them
It would not be right to reward AFSCVE enpl oyees with a raise
when they refused to sacrifice for the greater good while
puni shing nerit conpensation workers who did do the right
t hi ng.

Wth these clarifications, | have signed Senate Bil
2313.

Si ncerely,
CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR
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