92GMESB2160 State of Illinois
OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR
Springfield, Illinois 62706

CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR
July 19, 2002

To the Honor abl e Menbers of
The Illinois Senate
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto Senate Bill 2160 entitled
"AN ACT concerni ng busi ness practices.”

Senate Bill 2160 anends the Consuner Fraud and Deceptive
Busi ness Practices Act to make it an wunlawful ©practice to
knowingly mail a postcard or letter with a request that the

reci pient call a tel ephone nunber, and the postcard or letter
does not disclose that callers will be solicited to purchase
goods, services, or other nerchandi se.

The intent of this legislation to curb consumer fraud, a

grow ng problemin Illinois, is admrable. However, this
bill could harmlegitimte businesses and organi zati ons that
work hard to serve the citizens of Illinois, as they could

unintentionally be ensnared by the broad sweep of this
| egi sl ati on.

VWiile it is probably unlikely that legitimate businesses
or groups nmaking an innocent m stake would be prosecuted,
this legislation does very little to discourage advertisers

trying to skirt the law to get around these requirenents. In
addition, it would be difficult and costly to enforce these
provi si ons agai nst out-of-state conpanies. Mor eover, the
recipients of these postcards do have a choice in whether or
not to call the nunbers listed on the postcards and | am
reluctant to place restrictions on what nmay be a legitimte
advertising technique. Finally, this bill could be construed
as infringing upon the rights of businesses or anyone to send
information to potential custoners. | believe the potential

for msapplication or harmthat could result fromthis bil
out wei ghs t he possi bl e benefits.

For these reasons, | hereby veto and return Senate Bil
2160.

Si ncerely,
CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


