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AN ACT relating to higher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by changing Section 10 as foll ows:

(110 ILCS 947/ 10)

Sec. 10. Definitions. In this Act, and except to the
extent that any of the followng words or phrases is
specifically qualified by its context:

" Conmi ssi on" means the 1llinois Student Assistance
Commi ssion created by this Act.

"Enrol Il ment"” neans the establishnent and nai ntenance of
an individual's status as a student in an institution of
hi gher learning, regardless of +the terns used at t he
institution to describe that status.

"Approved high school"” nmeans any public high school
| ocated in this State; and any high school, located in this
State or elsewhere (whether designated as a high school
secondary school, acadeny, preparatory school, or otherw se)
whi ch in the judgment of the State Superintendent of
Education provides a course of instruction at the secondary
level and maintains standards of instruction substantially

equi valent to those of the public high schools located in

this State.
"Institution of hi gher | ear ni ng", "qualified
institution", or "institution" means an educat i onal

organi zation located in this State which
(1) provides at |east an organized 2 year program
of collegiate grade in the liberal arts or sciences, or
both, directly applicable toward the attainment of a

baccal aureate degree or a programin health education
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directly applicable toward t he att ai nnment of a

certificate, diplom, or an associ ate degree;

(2) either is

(A) operated by this State, or
(B) operated publicly or privately, not for
profit, or
(C) operated for profit, provided such for
profit organization
(i) offers degree prograns which have
been approved by the Board of Hi gher Education
for a mninmnumof 3 vyears wunder the Academc
Degree Act, and
(i) enrolls a mjority of its students
in such degree prograns, and
(ti1) mintains an accredited status with
the Commission on |Institutions of Hi gher
Education of the North Central Association of
Col | eges and School s;

(3) in the judgnent of the Comm ssi on nmeet s
st andards substantially equivalent to those of conparable
institutions operated by this State; and

(4) if so required by the Conm ssion, uses the
State as its primary guarantor of student |oans nade
under the federal Hi gher Education Act of 1965.

For ot herw se eligible educational organizations which
provi de academic prograns for incarcerated students, the
terns "institution of hi gher | ear ni ng", "qualified
institutions”, and "institution" shall specifically exclude
academ c prograns for incarcerated students.

"Academ ¢ Year" neans a 12 nonth period of tinme, normally
but not exclusively, from Septenber 1 of any year through
August 31 of the ensuing year.

"Full -tinme student"” neans any undergraduate st udent

enrolled in 12 or nore senester or quarter hours of credit
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courses in any given senester or quarter or in the equival ent
nunber of units of registration as determ ned by t he
Comm ssi on.

"Part-tinme student"” neans any undergraduate student,
other than a full-tine student, enrolled in 6 or nore
senester or quarter hours of credit courses in any given
senester or quarter or in the equival ent nunber of units of
regi stration as determ ned by the Conmm ssion. Beginning with
fiscal year 1999, the Comm ssion may, on a program by program
basis, expand this definition of "part-time student" to
include students who enroll in less than 6 senester or
quarter hours of credit courses in any given senester or

quarter. Begi nni ng wth fiscal year 2003, "part-tine

student", for proposes of the Monetary Award Program under

Section 35 of this Act, includes any undergraduate student,

other than a full-tine student, enrolled in 3 or nore

senester or quarter hours of credit courses in any qgiven

senester or quarter or in the equival ent nunber of units of

registration as determ ned by the Conm ssi on.

(Source: P.A 90-122, eff. 7-17-97; 91-250, eff. 7-22-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2002.
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