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AN ACT in relation to public enpl oyee benefits.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Pension Code is anended by
changi ng Section 4-108 and adding Section 7-139.10 as

foll ows:

(40 ILCS 5/4-108) (fromCh. 108 1/2, par. 4-108)

Sec. 4-108. Creditable service.

(a) Creditable service is the tine served as a
firefighter of a nunicipality. In conputing creditable
servi ce, furl oughs and |eaves of absence wthout pay
exceeding 30 days in any one year shall not be counted, but
| eaves of absence for illness or accident regardl ess of
| ength, and periods of disability for which a firefighter
received no disability pension paynents under this Article,
shal | be count ed.

(b) Furloughs and | eaves of absence of 30 days or |ess
in any one year may be counted as creditable service, if the
firefighter makes the contribution to the fund that would
have been required had he or she not been on furlough or
| eave of absence. To qualify for this creditable service,
the firefighter nust pay the required contributions to the
fund not nore than 90 days subsequent to the termnation of
the furlough or |Ieave of absence, to the extent that the
muni ci pal ity has not made such contribution on his or her
behal f.

(c) Creditable service includes:

(1) Service in the mlitary, naval or air forces of
the United States entered upon when the person was an

active firefighter, provided that, upon applying for a

permanent pension, and in accordance with the rules of
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the board the firefighter pays into the fund the anount
that would have been contributed had he or she been a
regul ar contributor during such period of service, if and
to the extent that the municipality which the firefighter
served made no such contributions in his or her behalf.
The total amount of such creditable service shall not
exceed 5 years, except that any firefighter who on July
1, 1973 had nore than 5 years of such creditable service
shal |l receive the total anount thereof as of that date.

(2) Service prior to July 1, 1976 by a firefighter
initially excluded from participation by reason of age
who elected to participate and paid t he required
contributions for such service.

(3) Up to 8 years of service by a firefighter as an
officer in a statewde firefighters' association when he
is on a |l eave of absence froma nmunicipality's payroll,
provided that (i) the firefighter has at |east 10 years
of creditable service as an active firefighter, (ii) the
firefighter contributes to the fund the anmount that he
woul d have contri buted had he remmi ned an active nenber
of the fund, and (iii) the enployee or statew de
firefighter association contributes to the fund an anount
equal to the enployer's required contribution as
determ ned by the board.

(4) Tine spent as an on-call fireman for a
muni ci pality, calculated at the rate of one year of
creditable service for each 5 years of tine spent as an
on-call fireman, provided that (i) the firefighter has at
least 18 vyears of creditable service as an active
firefighter, (ii) the firefighter spent at |east 14 years
as an on-call firefighter for the nunicipality, (iii) the
firefighter applies for such creditable service within 30
days after the effective date of this anendatory Act of

1989, (iv) the firefighter contributes to the Fund an
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anount representing enployee contributions for the nunber
of years of creditable service granted under this
subdivision (4), based on the salary and contri bution
rate in effect for the firefighter at the date of entry
into the Fund, to be determ ned by the board, and (v) not
more than 3 years of creditable service may be granted
under this subdivision (4).

Creditable service shall not under any ot her
ci rcunst ances i ncl ude tinme spent as a volunteer
firefighter, whether or not any conpensati on was received
therefor. The change made in this Section by Public Act
83-0463 is intended to be a restatenment and clarification
of existing law, and does not inply that creditable
service was previously allowed wunder this Article for
time spent as a volunteer firefighter.

(5 Tinme served between July 1, 1976 and July 1,
1988 in the position of protective inspection officer or
adm ni strative  assistant for fire services, for a
municipality with a population wunder 10,000 that 1is
|ocated in a county with a popul ation over 3,000,000 and
that maintains a firefighters' pension fund wunder this
Article, if the position included firefighting duties,
notw t hstanding that the person may not have held an
appointment as a firefighter, provided that application
is made to the pension fund wthin 30 days after the
effective date of this anmendatory Act of 1991, and the
correspondi ng contributions are paid for the nunber of
years of service granted, based upon the salary and
contribution rate in effect for the firefighter at the
date of entry into the pension fund, as determ ned by the
Boar d.

(6) Service before becomng a participant by a
firefighter initially excluded from participation by

reason of age who beconmes a participant under the
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amendnent to Section 4-107 made by this anendatory Act of
1993 and pays the required contributions for such
servi ce.

(7) Up to 3 years of tine during which the
firefighter receives a disability pension under Section
4-110, 4-110. 1, or 4-111, provided that (i) the
firefighter returns to active service after t he
disability for a period at |east equal to the period for
which credit is to be established and (i) t he
firefighter makes contributions to the fund based on the
rates specified in Section 4-118.1 and the salary upon
whi ch t he di sability pensi on IS based. These
contributions may be paid at any tinme prior to the
commencenent of a retirenent pension. The firefighter
may, but need not, elect to have the contributions
deducted from the disability pension or to pay themin
install ments on a schedul e approved by the board. I|f not
deducted fromthe disability pension, the contributions
shall include interest at the rate of 6% per year,
conpounded annually, from the date for which service
credit is being established to the date of paynment. |If
contributions are paid under this subdivision (c)(7) in
excess of those needed to establish the credit, the
excess shall be refunded. This subdi vi sion (c)(7)
applies to persons receiving a disability pension under
Section 4-110, 4-110.1, or 4-111 on the effective date of
this anendatory Act of the 91st General Assenbly, as well
as persons who begin to receive such a disability pension
after that date.

(8) Service as a nenber of a nunicipal fire

departnent for which the firefighter earned credit in the

[llinois Minicipal Retirenent Fund, provided that (A

credit for that service has been transferred to this Fund

under Section 7-139.10, and (B) t he firefighter
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contributes to the Fund the anmount, if any, by which the

total anmpbunt transferred to the Fund under Section

7-139.10 for that service is less than the sumof (i) an

anount representing enpl oyee contributions for the

service to be transferred, based on the salary and

contribution rate in effect for the firefighter at the

date of entry into the Fund, plus (ii) an anount

representi ng enpl oyer contributions for the service to be

transferred, plus (iii) interest onitens (i) and (ii) at

the rate of 6% per year, compounded annually, from the

date of entry into the Fund to the date of paynent, al

as deterni ned by the Board.

(Source: P.A 91-466, eff. 8-6-99.)

(40 1LCS 5/7-139.10 new)

Sec. 7-139.10. Transfer of fire departnent service credit

to Article 4 pensi on fund.

(a) Until January 1, 2004, a person who has credit in

this Fund for service as a nenber of a nmunicipal fire

departnent and has becone an active participant in a

firefighters' pension fund established under Article 4 of

this Code may apply for transfer to that Article 4 fund of

his or her creditable service accumul ated under this Article

for service as a nenber of a nunicipal fire departnent. At

the tine of the transfer the Fund shall pay to the Article 4

pensi on fund an anount equal to:

(1) the anmpbunts accunul ated to the credit of the

applicant for service as a nmenber of a nunicipal fire

departnent, including interest: and

(2) the nunicipality credits based on that service,

including interest; and

(3) any interest paid by the applicant in order to

reinstate that service

Participation in this Fund with respect to the transferred
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credits shall term nate on the date of transfer.

For the purposes of this Section, "nenber of a nunicipal

fire departnent” includes the chief of the departnent.

(b) An active nenmber of a pension fund established under

Article 4 of this Code may reinstate credit for service as a

menber of a nunicipal fire departnent under this Article that

was term nated by receipt of a refund, by paying to the Fund

the ampunt of the refund plus interest thereon at the rate of

6% per year, conpounded annually, fromthe date of refund to

the date of repaynent.

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is amended by adding

Section 8.26 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.26 new)

Sec. 8. 26. Exenpt nmandat e. Not wi t hst andi ng Secti ons 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursenment by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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