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AN ACT concerni ng post partum depressi on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnent of Public Health Act is anmended

by adding Section 8.5 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 2305/8.5 new)

Sec. 8.5. Postpartum depression. The Departnent, in

cooperation with the Departnent of Professional Requl ation,

must work with licensed health care facilities and |icensed

health <care professionals to develop policies that neet al

of the following objectives that address the issue of

post part um depr essi on:

(1) For physicians and other licensed health care

professionals who provide prenatal care to wonmen, to

provi de education to wonen and their fanilies about

postpartum depression in order to lower the likelihood

that new nothers will continue to suffer fromthe ill ness

in silence.

(2) For physicians and other health care personnel

who provide postnatal care to wonen, tO0 screen new

nothers for postpartum depression synptons prior to

di scharge from hospital and at the first few postnatal

(3) For physicians and other licensed health care

pr of essi onal s who provide prenatal and postnatal care to

wonen, to include fathers and other famly nenbers, as

appropri at e, in both the educati on and tr eat nent

processes to help them better understand the nature and

causes of postpartum depression so that they can overcone

the spillover effects of the illness and inmprove their

ability to be supportive of the new nother.
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