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AN ACT to anend the Illinois Vehicle Code by changing
Section 6-106. 1.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Section 6-106.1 as foll ows:

(625 I LCS 5/6-106.1) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 6-106.1)

Sec. 6-106.1. School bus driver permt.

(a) The Secretary of State shall issue a school bus
driver permt to those applicants who have net all the
requirenents of the application and screening process under
this Section to insure the welfare and safety of children who
are transported on school buses throughout the State of
I111inois. Applicants shall obtain the proper application
required by the Secretary of State fromtheir prospective or
current enployer and submt the conpleted application to the
prospective or current enployer along wth the necessary
fingerprint subm ssion as required by the Departnent of State
Police to conduct fingerprint based crimnal background
checks on current and future information available in the
state systemand current information available through the
Federal Bureau of Investigation's system Applicants who
have conpleted the fingerprinting requirenments shall not be
subjected to the fingerprinting process when applying for
subsequent permts or submtting pr oof of successf ul
conpletion of the annual refresher course. Individuals who

on the effective date of this anendatory Act of the 92nd

General Assenbly possess a valid school bus driver permt

t hat has been previously issued by the appropriate Regional
School Superintendent are net subject to the fingerprinting

provisions of this Section. The fingerprinting requirenents
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for these individuals nust be conpleted by January 1, 2003.

as- l eng- as-t he- perntt-renat ns-val t d- and- does- not - | apse-

Both State and federal fingerprint cards of individuals

seeking permts as school bus drivers shall be transmtted to

the Departnment of State Police for processing and storage of

the fingerprint cards. Applicants shall be electronically

fingerprinted by a sheriff's departnent or by an agent of the

Departnent of State Police or other State agency providing

electronic fingerprint services in a form and nmanner

prescri bed by the Departnent of State Police and the

Secretary of State through witten agreenent. The applicant

shal | be required to pay all related fees as established by

rul e, i ncludi ng but not limted to t he el ectronic

fingerprinting service fee and the fees established by the

Departnent of St at e Poli ce and Feder al Bur eau of

| nvesti gati on for processing fingerprint based crimnnal

hi story background i nvesti gations. However, those school bus

drivers required to undergo fingerprinting-based crinm nal

background i nvestigations, required by this anendatory Act of

the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly, shall not be required to pay the

fingerprinting fees. Subject to appropriation, the State

Board of Education shall reinburse schools for the cost of

the fingerprinting fees. Al fingerprinting fees shall be

paid by the school district. Both those districts that

contract for school bus service and those districts that

operate their own school buses shall be eligible f or

rei nbursenent. Fees associated with electronic fingerprinting

shall be retained by the sheriff's departnent if it perforned

the fingerprinting service or deposited in the State Police

Services Fund if an agent of the State perforned the

electronic fingerprinting service.

The applicant shall be required to pay all related
application and--ftngerprinting fees as established by rule.

t nel udi ng; - but -net-timted-to;-the- anpunt s- est abl t shed- by-t he
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Pepart rent - - of - - St at e- - Pol t €ee- - and- - t he- - Feder al - - Bur eau- - - of
lpvestigation---to---proeess---fingerprint---based---erint pat
background- -t nvestigations:--All --fees--paid--for-ftngerprint
proecesst ng- servi ees- under -t hi s- - Seett on--shall - - be- - deposi t ed
tnto--the-State-Poltece-Serviees-Fund-for-the-cost-tneurred-in
proeesst ng--the---fingerprint---based---erint pnal---baeckground
tavestigations: Al other fees paid under this Section shal
be deposited into the Road Fund for the purpose of defraying
the costs of the Secretary of State in admnistering this
Section. Al applicants nust:

1. be 21 years of age or ol der

2. possess a valid and properly classified driver's
license issued by the Secretary of State;

3. possess a valid driver's |license, which has not
been revoked, suspended, or canceled for 3 years
imredi ately prior to the date of application, or have not
had hi s or her commercial notor vehicle driving
privileges disqualified wwthin the 3 years immediately
prior to the date of application;

4. successfully pass a witten test, adm nistered
by the Secretary of State, on school bus operation,
school bus safety, and special traffic laws relating to
school buses and submt to a review of the applicant's
driving habits by the Secretary of State at the tinme the
witten test is given;

5. denonstrate ability to exercise reasonable care
in the operation of school buses in accordance with rules
pronmul gated by the Secretary of State;

6. denonstrate physical fitness to operate school
buses by submtting the results of a nedical exam nation
including tests for drug use for each applicant not
subj ect to such testing pursuant to federal |aw,
conducted by a licensed physician within 90 days of the

date of application according to standards promnul gated by
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the Secretary of State;

7. affirmunder penalties of perjury that he or she
has not nmade a false statenent or know ngly conceal ed a
material fact in any application for permt;

8. have conpleted an initial classroom course,
including first aid procedures, in school bus driver
safety as pronmulgated by the Secretary of State; and
after satisfactory conpletion of said initial course an
annual refresher course; such courses and the agency or
organi zati on conducting such courses shall be approved by
the Secretary of State; failure to conplete the annual
refresher course, shall result 1in cancellation of the
permt until such course is conpleted;

9. not have been convicted of 2 or nore serious
traffic offenses, as defined by rule, within one year
prior to the date of application that may endanger the
life or safety of any of the driver's passengers wthin
the duration of the permt period,

10. not have been convicted of reckless driving,
driving while intoxicated, or reckless homcide resulting
from the operation of a notor vehicle wwthin 3 years of
the date of application;

11. not have been convicted of conmtting or
attenpting to commt any one or nore of the follow ng
of fenses: (i) those offenses defined in Sections 9-1,
9-1.2, 9-2, 9-2.1, 9-3, 9-3.2, 9-3.3, 10-1, 10-2, 10-3.1,
10-4, 10-5, 10-6, 10-7, 11-6, 11-9, 11-9.1, 11-14, 11-15,
11-15.1, 11-16, 11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 11-19.1, 11-19.2,
11-20, 11-20.1, 11-21, 11-22, 12-3.1, 12-4.1, 12-4. 2,
12-4.3, 12-4.4, 12-4.5, 12-6, 12-6.2, 12-7.1, 12-7.3,
12-7.4, 12-11, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 12-15, 12-16,
12-16.2, 12-21.5, 12-21.6, 12-33, 18-1, 18-2, 18-3, 18-4,
18-5, 20-1, 20-1.1, 20-2, 24-1, 24-1.1, 24-1.2, 24-3.3,
31A-1, 31A-1.1, and 33A-2, and in subsection (a) and
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subsection (b), <clause (1), of Section 12-4 of the

Crimnal Code of 1961; (ii) those offenses defined in the

Cannabis Control Act except those offenses defined in

subsections (a) and (b) of Section 4, and subsection (a)

of Section 5 of the Cannabis Control Act; (iii) those

of fenses defined in the Illinois Controlled Substances

Act; (iv) any offense commtted or attenpted in any other

state or against the laws of the United States, which if

commtted or attenpted in this State would be punishable
as one or nore of the foregoing offenses; (v) the
of fenses defined in Section 4.1 and 5.1 of the Wongs to

Children Act and (vi) those offenses defined in Section

6-16 of the Liquor Control Act of 1934;

12. not have been repeatedly involved as a driver
in notor vehicle collisions or been repeatedly convicted
of offenses against |aws and ordinances regulating the
movenent of traffic, to a degree which indicates |ack of
ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable care in the
safe operation of a notor vehicle or disrespect for the
traffic laws and the safety of other persons upon the
hi ghway;

13. not have, through the unlawful operation of a
nmot or vehicle, caused an accident resulting in the death
of any person; and

14. not have, wthin the last 5 vyears, been
adjudged to be afflicted with or suffering from any
mental disability or disease.

(b) A school bus driver permt shall be valid for a
period specified by the Secretary of State as set forth by
rule. It shall be renewabl e upon conpliance with subsection
(a) of this Section.

(c) A school bus driver permt shall contain t he
holder's driver's |license nunber, nane, address, zip code,

soci al security nunber and date of birth, a brief description
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of the hol der and a space for signature. The Secretary of
State may require a suitable photograph of the hol der.

(d) The enployer shall be responsible for conducting a
pre-enpl oynent interview with prospective school bus driver
candi dates, distributing school bus driver applications and
medi cal fornms to be conpleted by the applicant, and having

the applicant electronically fingerprinted by a sheriff's

departnent or an agent of the Departnent of State Police or

other State agency and insuring electronic transn ssion

subnitting---the---appliecant-s---fingerprint---cards to the

Departnent of State Police in a formand nmanner prescribed by

the Department of State Police and the Secretary of State

through witten agreenent as that--are required for the

crimnal background investigations. The enpl oyer shal
certify in witing to the Secretary of State that al
pre-enpl oynment conditions have been successfully conpleted
including the successful conpletion of an Illinois specific
crim nal background investigation through the Departnment of
State Police and the subm ssion of necessary fingerprints to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for crimnal history
i nformation avai |l abl e t hr ough t he Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation system The applicant shall present t he
certification to the Secretary of State at the tinme of
subm tting the school bus driver permt application.

(e) Permts shall initially be provi si onal upon
receiving certification from the enpl oyer that al
pre-enpl oynent conditions have been successfully conpleted,
and upon successf ul conpl eti on of all training and
exam nation requirenents for the classification of t he
vehi cl e to be operated, the Secretary of State shal
provisionally issue a School Bus Driver Permt. The permt
shall remain in a provisional status pending the conpletion
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's crimnal background

investigation based wupon fingerprinting specinens submtted
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to the Federal Bureau of Investigation by the Departnment of
State Police. The Federal Bureau of Investigation shal
report the findings directly to the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State shall renove the bus driver permt from
provi si onal status upon the applicant's successful conpletion
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's crimnal background
i nvesti gati on.

(f) A school bus driver permt holder shall notify the
enpl oyer and the Secretary of State if he or she is convicted
in another state of an offense that would make him or her
ineligible for a permt under subsection (a) of this Section.
The witten notification shall be made within 5 days of the
entry of the conviction. Failure of the permt holder to
provide the notification is punishable as a petty offense for
a first wviolation and a Cass B m sdeneanor for a second or
subsequent vi ol ati on.

(g) Cancellation; suspension; notice and procedure.

(1) The Secretary of State shall cancel a school
bus driver permt of an applicant whose crim nal
background investigation discloses that he or she is not
in conpliance wth the provisions of subsection (a) of
this Section.

(2) The Secretary of State shall cancel a school
bus driver permt when he or she receives notice that the
permt holder fails to conply with any provision of this
Section or any rule pronul gated for the adm nistration of
this Section.

(3) The Secretary of State shall cancel a school
bus driver permt if the permt holder's restricted
commercial or commercial driving privileges are w thdrawn
or otherw se invalidated.

(4) The Secretary of State may not issue a school
bus driver permt for a period of 3 years to an applicant

who fails to obtain a negative result on a drug test as
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required in item6 of subsection (a) of this Section or
under federal |aw
(5 The Secretary of State shall forthwith suspend

a school bus driver permt for a period of 3 years upon

receiving notice that the holder has failed to obtain a

negative result on a drug test as required in item 6 of

subsection (a) of this Section or under federal |aw

The Secretary of State shal | notify the State
Superintendent of Education and t he perm t hol der' s
prospective or current enployer that the applicant has (1)
has failed a crimnal background investigation or (2) is no
longer eligible for a school bus driver permt; and of the
rel ated cancell ation of the applicant's provisional school
bus driver permt. The cancellation shall remain in effect
pendi ng the outconme of a hearing pursuant to Section 2-118
of this Code. The scope of the hearing shall be [imted to
the issuance criteria contained in subsection (a) of this
Secti on. A petition requesting a hearing shall be submtted
to the Secretary of State and shall contain the reason the
i ndi vidual feels he or she is entitled to a school bus driver
permt. The permt holder's enployer shall notify in witing
to the Secretary of State that the enpl oyer has certified the
removal of the offending school bus driver fromservice prior
to the start of that school bus driver's next workshift. An
enpl oyi ng school board that fails to renobve the offending
school bus driver fromservice is subject to the penalties
defined in Section 3-14.23 of the School Code. A school bus
contractor who violates a provision of this Section is
subject to the penalties defined in Section 6-106.11

All valid school bus driver permts issued under this
Section prior to January 1, 1995, shall remain effective
until their expiration date unless otherw se invalidated.

(Source: P.A 90-191, eff. 1-1-98; 91-500, eff. 8-13-99.)
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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