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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 21-2 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/21-2) (from Ch. 122, par. 21-2)

Sec. 21-2. G ades of certificates.

(a) (Blank). Until--February-15;-2000;-all-certifiecates
tssued-under-this-Artiele-shall-be-State-certificates--valid;
exeept--as--lintted-in-Seetton-21-1;-tn-every-sechool-distriet
cont ng- under - t he- pr ovi st ons- of - t hi s- Act - and-shall -be--timted
R--tte--and- - dest gnat ed- - as-f ol | ows: - Provi st onal - voeat  onalt
certifieate;-tenporary--provistonal--vecational--certificate;
earty--ehil dhood--certificate;-elenentary-school-certificate;
spectal-certifieate; - ht gh-sechool-certifiecate;-sechool--servicece
personnel - ---- certifieate;----- adm nistrative----certifieate;
provistonal -certtficate;--and--substitute--certiftecate:----The
Fequt renent - - of - - st udent - - t eacht ng- - under - €l ose- and- eonpet ent
supervi st on- for - - obt ai i ng--a- -t eachi ng--certificate--my--be
wak ved---by---the--State--Teacher--Certification--Board--upoen
presentati on-to-the-Board-by-the-teaecher--of--evidence--of--5
year s- - sueecessful - - t eacht ng- expert ence-on-a-valid-certifieate
and- - graduatt on--from - a--recogni zed- -t nsti tut t on- - of - - hi gher
l ear nt ng-wt t h- a- bachel or- s-degree--wth--net--less--than--120
senest ef - - hour s- - and- - a- - At At UM - of - - 16- - sepest er- - hours--tn
pr of esst onal - edueat  on-

(b) Initial Teaching Certificate. Beginntng-February-15;
2000; Persons who (1) have conpleted an approved teacher
preparation program (2) are recommended by an approved
teacher preparation program (3) have successfully conpl eted

the Initial Teaching Certification exam nations required by
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the State Board of Education, and (4) have net all other
criteria established by the State Board of Education in
consultation with the State Teacher Certification Board,
shall be issued an Initial Teaching Certificate valid for 4
years of teaching, as defined in Section 21-14 of this Code.
Initial Teaching Certificates shall be issued for categories
corresponding to Early Childhood, Elenentary, Secondary, and
Special K-12, with special «certification designations for
Speci al Education, Bilingual Education, fundanental | earning
areas (including Language Arts, Readi ng, Mat hemati cs,
Science, Social Science, Physical Devel opnent and Healt h,
Fine Arts, and Foreign Language), and other areas designated
by the State Board of Education, in consultation with the
State Teacher Certification Board.

(c) Standard Certificate. Begtnning-February-15;--2000;
Persons who (1) have conpleted 4 years of teaching, as
defined in Section 21-14 of this Code, wth an Initial
Certificate or an |Initial Alternative Teaching Certificate
and have net all other «criteria established by the State
Board of FEducation in consultation with the State Teacher
Certification Board, (2) have conpleted 4 years of teaching
on a valid equivalent certificate in another State or
territory of the United States, or have conpleted 4 years of
teaching in a nonpublic Illinois elenentary or secondary
school wth an Initial Certificate or an Initial Alternative
Teaching Certificate, and have net all other criteria
established by the State Board of Education, in consultation
wth the State Teacher Certification Board, or (3) were
i ssued teaching certificates prior to February 15, 2000 and
are renewing those certificates after February 15, 2000,
shall be issued a Standard Certificate valid for 5 years,
whi ch may be renewed thereafter every 5 years by the State
Teacher Certification Board based on proof of continuing

education or professional developnent. Beginning July 1,
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2003, persons who have conpleted 4 years of teaching, as
described in clauses (1) and (2) of this subsection (c), have
successfully conpleted the Standard Teaching Certificate
Exam nations, and have net all other criteria established by
the State Board of Education, in consultation wth the State
Teacher Certification Board, shall be i ssued St andard
Certificates. Standard Certificates shall be issued for
categories corresponding to Early Childhood, Elenentary,
Secondary, and Special K-12, wth special certification
designations for Special Education, Bilingual Education,
fundanmental |earning areas (including Language Arts, Reading,
Mat hemati cs, Science, Social Science, Physical Devel opnent
and Health, Fine Arts, and Forei gn Language), and ot her areas
designated by the State Board of Education, in consultation
with the State Teacher Certification Board.

(d) Master Certificate. Begtnntng--February--15;--2000;
Per sons who have successfully achieved National Board
certification through the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards shall be issued a Master Certificate,
valid for 10 years and renewabl e thereafter every 10 vyears
through conpliance wth requirenents set forth by the State
Board of Education, in consultation with the State Teacher
Certification Board. However, each teacher who holds a Master
Certificate shall be eligible for a teaching position in this
State in the areas for which he or she holds a Mster
Certificate without satisfying any other requirenents of this
Code, except for those requirenents pertaining to crimna
background checks. A teacher who holds a Master Certificate
shall be deenmed to neet State certification renewal
requirenents in the area or areas for which he or she holds a
Master Certificate for the 10-year termof the teacher's
Master Certificate.
(Source: P.A 91-102, eff. 7-12-99; 91-606, eff. 8-16-99;
91- 609, eff. 1-1-00; 92-16, eff. 6-28-01.)
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