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AN ACT relating to education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.545 as fol |l ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5. 545 new)
Sec. 5. 545. The [l1inois Future Teacher Corps

Schol ar shi p Fund.

Section 10. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by addi ng Section 65.65 as foll ows:

(110 I LCS 947/ 65.65 new)

Sec. 65. 65. I1linois Future Teacher Corps Schol arshi ps.

(a) Inthis Section:

"Fees" neans matriculation, graduation, activity, term

or incidental fees. "Fees" does not include any ot her

fees, including book rental, service, |aboratory, supply,

and union building fees, hospital and nedical insurance fees,

and any fees established for the operati on and mai nt enance of

buil dings the income of which is pledged to the paynent of

interest and principal on bonds issued by the governi ng board

of an institution of higher |earning.

"Shortage" neans an unfilled teaching position or one

that is filled but is occupied by a person who is not fully

certified by the State for that teaching position at the

start of the school vyear.

"Scholarship" means an 1llinois Future Teacher Corps
Schol ar shi p.
"Tui tion and ot her necessary fees" includes the

custonary charge for instruction and use of facilities in
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general and the additional fixed fees charged for specified

purposes that are required generally of non-scholarship

reci pients for each acadenic termfor which the recipient of

a scholarship under this Section actually enrolls. "Tuition

and ot her necessary fees" does not include fees payable only

once or breakage fees and other contingent deposits that are

refundable in whole or in part. "Tuition and other necessary

fees" does not include expenses for any sectarian or

denom nat i onal i nstruction, f or t he constructi on or

mai nt enance of sectarian or denonmi national facilities, or for

any other sectarian or denom nati onal purposes or activity.

(b) A programis created to provide new teacher training

scholarships, to be known as lllinois Future Teacher Corps

Schol ar shi ps. The schol ar shi ps ar e f or full-tinme

undergraduate and gqgraduate students pursuing studies at

qualified institutions of higher learning | eading to teacher

certification in this State. To receive a scholarship, a

graduate student nust be seeking retraining, from another

field, to enter a teaching career. No nore than half of the

schol arshi ps shall be awarded to graduate students seeking

retraining.

(c) The Conmission, in accordance with rul es adopted for

the program created under this Section, shall provi de

f undi ng, det er m ne the eligibility of applicants, and

designate each vear's new recipients from anong t hose

applicants who qualify for consideration by show ng:

(1) that he or she is aresident of this State

and a citizen or a |l awful pernanent resident alien of the

Uni ted States;

(2) that he or she (i) has successfully conpleted

t he program of instruction at an approved high

school or (ii) is a student in gqgood standing at that

school and is enrolled in a programof instruction that

will be conpleted by the end of the school year and, in
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either event, that his or her cunul ative grade point

average was or is in the upper one-third of his or her

hi gh school cl ass;

(3) that he or she has a superior capacity to

profit by a higher education; and

(4) that he or she intends to teach in an

el enentary or secondary school in this State.

(d) If for any acadenmc vyear the nunber of qualified

applicants exceeds the nunber of schol ar shi ps to be

awar ded, the Commi ssion shall prioritize the awarding of

scholarships to applicants by considering (i) identified

t eacher shortage areas established by the State Board of

Education and (ii) an applicant's cumulative class rank in

high school or, for graduate student applicants, total

under graduate cunul ati ve grade point average.

(e) Unless otherwise indicated, scholarships shall be

good for a period of up to 4 acadenic vears while the

recipient is enrolled for full-time residence credit at a

qualified institution of higher |earning. Each academ c

year, the scholarship shall cover tuition and other necessary

fees for 2 senesters plus the summer session or 4 quarters.

For purposes of calculating scholarship assistance for

recipients attending private institutions of higher |earning,

tuition and other necessary fees for students at private

institutions shall not exceed the average tuition and other

necessary fees for students at State wuniversities for the

acadenic yvear in which the scholarship i s nade.

(f) Before recei ving schol arshi p assi st ance, a

scholarship recipient shall be required by the Conmi ssion to

sign an agreenment under which the recipient pledges that,

within the 5-yvear period following the conpletion of the

acadenic program for which the recipient was awarded a

scholarship, the recipient (i) shall teach for a period of

not less than 4 vears for each academ c year of scholarship
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assistance that he or she was awarded, (ii) shall fulfil

this teaching obligation at a public or nonprofit ©private

preschool, elenentary school, or secondary school in this

State, and (iii) shall, upon request by the Conmmi ssion,

provide the Commission wth evidence that he or she is

fulfilling or has fulfilled the terns of the teaching

agreenent provided for in this subsection (f).

(g) |If a scholarship recipient fails to fulfill the

teaching obligation set forth in subsection (f) of this

Section, the Commi ssion shall require the recipient to repay

the anpunt of the schol arship assi stance received, at a rate

of interest equal to 5% and, if applicable, reasonable

collection fees. The Conmi ssion may establish rules relating

to its collection activities f or t he r epayment of

schol ar shi ps. Al | repaynents collected under this Section

shall be forwarded to the State Conptroller for deposit into

t he General Revenue Fund.

A scholarship recipient shall not be considered in

vi ol ati on of t he agreenent entered into pursuant to

subsection (f) of this Section if the recipient (i) enrolls

on a full-time basis as a graduate student in a course of

study related to the field of teaching at a qualified

institution of higher learning, (ii) is serving as a nenber

of the arned services of the United States for a period of

tine not to exceed 3 vears, (iii) is temporarily totally

disabled for a period of tine not to exceed 3 vyears, as

established by sworn affidavit of a qualified physician, (iVv)

is seeking and wunable to find full-tine enploynent as a

teacher at a public or nonprofit private pr eschool ,

elenentary school, or secondary school that satisfies the

criteria set forth in subsection (f) of this Section and is

able to provide evidence of that fact, or (v) becones

permanently totally disabled, as established by sSwWorn

affidavit of a qualified physician. No claimfor repaynent
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may be filed against the estate of a decedent or inconpetent.

Each person applying for a scholarship shall be provided

with a copy of this subsection (g) at the tine he or she

applies for the schol arship.

(h) The Conmmission nmay prescribe, by rule, detailed

provisions concerning the conputation of tuition and other

necessary fees, which nust not be inconsistent wth this

Secti on.

(i) If an applicant for a scholarship under this Section

accepts another teacher preparation schol arship adm ni stered

by the Commission for the sane acadenic vyear as t he

scholarship wunder this Section, that applicant shall not be

eligible for a scholarship under this Section.

(j]) To continue receiving scholarship assistance, a

schol arship recipient nust remain a full-tine student and

must naintain a cunulative grade point average at the

post secondary level of no less than 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

(k) A scholarship shall not be awarded to or conti nued

for anyone who has been convicted of a crimnal offense that

woul d di squalify t hat per son from receiving teacher

certification in this State.

(1) If a scholarship recipient satisfies the president

of the institution of higher learning in which the recipient

is enrolled (or someone desi gnated by the president) that the

recipient requires a |l eave of absence for the purpose of

earni ng funds to defray his or her expenses while enrolled

in the institution, for study abroad or internship study, or

on account of illness or mlitary service, then | eave nay be

granted for a period of tine not to exceed 6 vears (with tine

spent in the arned forces not included as part of this tine

limt) wthout violating the agreement entered into pursuant

to subsection (f) of this Section

(m Schol arshi p ambunts due to an institution of

hi gher learning shall be payable by the Conptroller to that
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institution on vouchers approved by t he Conm ssi on.

(n) The Conmi ssion shall adnminister the program created

under this Section and shall adopt all necessary and proper

rules not inconsistent with this Section for the progranis

effective inplenentation. Al applications for scholarship

assi stance shall be nade to the Commission in a form as set

forth by the Conmi ssion. The form of application and the

information required to be set forth in the applicati on shal

be deternined by the Commission, and the Conm ssion shal

require applicants to subnmt wth their applications any

supporti ng documents that the Comm ssi on deens necessary.

(o) If an appropriation to the Commssion for a g@iven

fiscal vyear is insufficient to provide scholarships to al

qualified applicants, then the Conm ssion shall allocate the

avai l able scholarship funds for that fiscal year on the

basis of the date the Conmmission receives a conpl ete

application formfroma qualified applicant.

Section 15. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anmended by

addi ng Section 3-648 as foll ows:

(625 1LCS 5/3- 648 new)

Sec. 3-648. Education |license pl ates.

(a) The Secretary, upon receipt of an application nade

in the form prescribed by the Secretary, nmay issue speci al

regi stration plates designated as Education |icense plates.

The special plates i ssued under this Section shall be affixed

only to passenger vehicles of the first division and notor

vehicles of the second division weighing not nobore than 8,000

pounds. Plates issued under this Section shall expire

according to the nulti-year procedure established by Section

3-414.1 of this Code.

(b) The design and color of the plates shall be

deternined by a contest that every elenentary school pupil in
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the State of Illinois is eligible to enter. The designs

submtted for the contest shall be judged on Septenber 30,

2002, and the winning design shall be selected by a committee

conposed of the Secretary, the Director of State Police, 2

menbers of the Senate, one nenber chosen by the President of

the Senate and one nenber chosen by the Senate Mnority

Leader, and 2 nenbers of the House of Representatives, one

menber chosen by the Speaker of the House and one nenber

chosen by the House Mnority Leader. The Secretary may all ow

the plates to be issued as vanity or personalized pl ates

under Section 3-405.1 of the Code. The Secretary shal

prescribe stickers or decals as provi ded under Section 3-412

of this Code.

(c) An applicant for the special plate shall be charged

a $40 fee for original issuance, in addition to the

appropriate regi stration fee. O this $40 additi onal ori gi nal

i ssuance fee, $15 shall be deposited into the Secretary of

State Special License Plate Fund, to be used by the Secretary

to help defray the adninistrative processi ng costs, and $25

shall be deposited into the I1llinois Future Teacher Corps

Schol arshi p Fund. For each reqistration renewal period, a

$40 fee, in addition to the appropriate registration fee,

shall be charged. O this $40 additional renewal fee, $2

shall be deposited into the Secretary of State Special

License Plate Fund and $38 shall be deposited into the

I1linois Future Teacher Corps Schol arshi p Fund. Each fiscal

vear, once deposits fromthe additional original issuance and

renewal fees into the Secretary of State Special License

Pl at e Fund have reached $500,000, all the anmobunts received

for the additional fees for the bal ance of the fiscal year

shall be deposited into the I1llinois Future Teacher Corps

Schol ar shi p Fund.

(d) The Illinois Future Teacher Corps Schol arshi p Fund

is created as a special fund in the State treasury. Al |
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moneys in the Illinois Future Teacher Corps Schol arshi p Fund

shall be appropriated to the 1llinois Student Assistance

Commi ssi on for schol arshi ps under Section 65.65 of the Hi gher

Educati on Student Assi stance Act.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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