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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 21-7.1 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/21-7.1) (fromCh. 122, par. 21-7.1)

Sec. 21-7.1. Admnistrative certificate.

(a) After July 1, 1999, an admnistrative certificate
valid for 5 years of supervising and admnistering in the
public comon schools nmay be issued to persons who have
graduated froma regionally accredited institution of higher
learning with a master's degree and who have been recomended
by a recognized institution of higher |earning as having
conpl eted a program of preparation for one or nore of these
endorsenents. The Sueh prograns of academ c and prof essi onal
preparation required for endorsenent shall be adm nistered by
the institution in accordance with standards set forth by the
State Superintendent of Education in consultation wth the
State Teacher Certification Board.

(b) No admnistrative certificate shall be issued for
the first time after June 30, 1987 and no endorsenent
provided for by this Section shall be nade or affixed to an
adm nistrative certificate for the first tine after June 30,
1987 unl ess t he person to whom such admnistrative
certificate is to be issued or to whose admnistrative
certificate such endorsenent is to be affixed has been
required to denonstrate as a part of a program of academ c or
pr of essi onal preparation for such certification or
endorsenent: (i) an understanding of the know edge called for
i n establishing productive parent-school relationships and of

t he pr ocedur es fostering t he i nvol venent which such
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rel ati onships demand; and (ii) an wunderstanding of the
know edge required for establishing a high quality school
climate and pronmoting good classroom organization and
managenent, including rules of conduct and instructional
pr ocedur es appropriate to acconplishing the tasks of
schooling; and (iii) a denonstration of the know edge and
skills called for in providing instructional |eadership. The
st andar ds for denonstrating an understanding of such
know edge shall be set forth by the State Board of Education
in consultation wth the State Teacher Certification Board,
and shall be adm nistered by the recognized institutions of
hi gher learning as part of the prograns of academ c and
prof essional preparation required for certification and
endorsenment under this Section. As used in this subsection:
"establishing productive parent-school relationships" neans
the ability to maintain effective conmunication between
parents and school per sonnel , to encourage parental
i nvol venent in schooling, and to notivate school personnel to
engage parents in encouragi ng student achi evenent, i ncluding
the developnent of prograns and policies which serve to
acconplish this purpose; and "establishing a high quality
school climate” neans the ability to pronote academc
achievenent, to maintain discipline, to recognize substance
abuse problenms anmong students and utilize appropriate |aw
enforcenent and other community resources to address these
probl ens, to support teachers and students in their education
endeavors, to establish Iearning objectives and to provide
instructional |eadership, including the devel opnent of
policies and prograns which serve to acconplish this purpose;
and "providing instructional |eadership" neans the ability to
effectively evaluate school personnel, to possess general
communi cation and interpersonal skills, and to establish and
mai ntain appropriate classroom |earning environnments. The

provi sions of this subsection shall not apply to or affect
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the initial issuance or making on or before June 30, 1987 of
any adm nistrative certificate or endorsenent provided for
under this Section, nor shall such provisions apply to or
affect the renewal after June 30, 1987 of any such
certificate or endorsenent initially issued or nmade on or
before June 30, 1987.

(c) Admnistrative certificates shall be renewed every
five years with the first renewal being five years follow ng
the initial receipt of an adm nistrative certificate. Renewal
requi renents for admnistrators whose positions require
certification shall be based wupon evidence of continuing
pr of essi onal education which pronotes the follow ng goals:
(1) Inproving admnistrators' know edge of instructional
practices and adm nistrative procedures; (2) Miintaining the
basic | evel of conpetence required for initial certification;
and (3) Inproving the mastery of skills and know edge
regardi ng the inprovenent of teaching performance in clinical
settings and assessnent of the levels of student perfornmance
in their schools. Evi dence of continuing professional
education nust include verification of biennial attendance in
a program developed by the Illinois Adm nistrators' Acadeny
and verification of annual participation in a school district
approved activity whi ch contri butes to conti nui ng
pr of essi onal educati on. The State Board of Education, in
consultation wth the State Teacher Certification Board,
shall develop procedures for inplenenting this Section and
shall adm nister the renewal of adm nistrative certificates.
Fai l ure to submt satisfactory evidence of continuing
pr of essi onal education which contributes to pronoting the
goal s of this Section shal | result in a loss of
adm nistrative certification

(d) Any limted or life supervisory certificate 1issued
prior to July 1, 1968 shall continue to be valid for al

adm nistrative and supervisory positions in the public
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schools for which it is valid as of that date as long as its
hol der neets the requirenments for registration or renewal as
set forth in the statutes or until revoked according to | aw.

(e) The admnistrative or supervisory positions for
which the certificate shall be valid shall be determ ned by
one or nore of 3 endorsenents: general supervisory, genera
adm ni strative and superintendent.

Subject to the provisions of Section 21-1a, endorsenents
shall be made under conditions set forth in this Section
The State Board of Education shall, in consultation with the
State Teacher Certification Board, adopt rules pursuant to
t he I[I'linois Admnistrative Procedure Act, establishing
requi renents for obtaining admnistrative certificates where
t he mnimum admnistrative or supervisory requirenments
surpass those set forth in this Section

The State Teacher Certification Board shall file with the
State Board of Education a witten recomendation when
consi dering addi ti onal adm ni strative or supervi sory
requirenents. Al additional requirenents shall be based
upon the requi site knowl edge necessary to performthose tasks
required by the certificate. The State Board of Education
shall in consultation wth the State Teacher Certification
Board, establish standards wthin its rules which shal
include the academ c and professional requirenments necessary
for certification. These standards shall at a mninmm
contain, but not be limted to, those used by the State Board
of Education in determ ning whether additional know edge w ||
be required. Additionally, the State Board of Education
shall in consultation wth the State Teacher Certification
Board, establish provisions wthin its rules whereby any
menber of the educational conmunity or the public may file a
f or mal witten recommendat i on or i nquiry regar di ng
requirenents.

(1) Until July 1, 2003, the general supervisory
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endorsement shall be affixed to the adm ni strative
certificate of any holder who has at |east 16 senester
hours of graduate credit 1in professional educati on
i ncl udi ng 8 senester hours of graduate credit in
curriculum and research and who has at |least 2 years of
full -time teachi ng experience or school service personnel
experi ence in public school s, school s wunder the
supervision of the Departnent of Corrections, schools
under t he adm ni stration of t he Depart ment of
Rehabilitation Services, or nonpublic schools neeting the
standards established by the State Superintendent of
Educati on or conpar abl e out-of -state recognition
st andar ds approved by the State Superintendent of
Educat i on.

Such endorsenent shall be required for supervisors,
curriculum directors and for such simlar and rel ated
positions as determned by the State Superintendent of
Educati on in consul tation with the State Teacher
Certification Board.

(2) The general adm nistrative endorsenent shall be
affixed to the admnistrative certificate of any hol der
who has at |east 20 senester hours of graduate credit in
educational adm nistration and supervision and who has at
| east 2 years of full-time teaching experience or school
service personnel experience in public schools, schools
under the supervision of the Departnment of Corrections,
schools wunder the admnistration of the Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services, or nonpublic schools neeting the
standards established by the State Superintendent of
Educati on or conpar abl e out-of -state recogni tion
standards approved by the State Superi nt endent of
Educat i on.

Such endorsenent shall be required for principal,

assi st ant princi pal, assi st ant or associ ate
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superintendent, junior college dean and for related or
simlar positions as determ ned by t he State
Superintendent of Education in consultation wth the
State Teacher Certification Board.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provisions of this Act,
after January 1, 1990 and wuntil January 1, 1991, any
teacher enployed by a district subject to Article 34
shal | be entitled to receive an admnistrative
certificate with a general admnistrative endorsenent
affi xed thereto if he or she: (i) had at |east 3 years of
experience as a certified teacher for such district prior
to August 1, 1985; (ii) obtained a Master's degree prior
to August 1, 1985; (iii) conpleted at least 20 hours of
graduate credit in education courses (including at |east
12 hours in educational adm nistration and supervision)
prior to Septenber 1, 1987; and (iv) has received a
rating of superior for at |east each of the last 5 years.
Any person who obtains an adm nistrative certificate with
a general admnistrative endorsenent affixed thereto
under this paragraph shall not be qualified to serve in
any adm ni strative position except assistant principal.

(3) The chief school business official endorsenent
shall be affixed to the admnnistrative certificate of any
hol der who qualifies by having a Mster's degree, two
years of admnistrative experience in school business
managenent, and a mninum of 20 senester hours of
graduate credit in a program established by the State
Superintendent of Education in consultation wth the
State Teacher Certification Board for the preparation of
school business admnistrators. Such endorsenent shal
al so be affixed to the adm nistrative certificate of any
hol der who qualifies by having a Master's Degree in
Busi ness Adm ni stration, Finance or Accounting from a

regionally accredited institution of higher education.
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After June 30, 1977, such endorsenent shall be
required for any individual first enployed as a chief
school business official.

(4) The superintendent endorsenent shall be affixed to
the admnistrative certificate of any holder who has
conpleted 30 senester hours of graduate credit beyond the
master's degree in a program for the preparation of
superintendents of schools including 16 senester hours of
graduate credit in professional education and who has at
| east 2 years experience as an adm nistrator or supervisor in
the public schools or the State Board of Education or
educati on service regions or in nonpublic schools neeting the
standards established by the State Superi nt endent of
Education or conparable out-of-state recognition standards
approved by the State Superintendent of Education and holds
general supervisory or general adm nistrative endorsenent, or
who has had 2 years of experience as a supervisor or
adm nistrator while hol di ng an al | - grade supervi sory
certificate or a certificate conparable in validity and
educati onal and experience requirenents.

After June 30, 1968, such endorsenent shall be required
for a superintendent of schools, except as provided in the
second paragraph of this Section and in Section 34-6.

Any person appointed to the position of superintendent
bet ween the effective date of this Act and June 30, 1993 in a
school district organized pursuant to Article 32 with an
enrol I ment of at |east 20,000 pupils shall be exenpt fromthe
provi sions of this Subsection (4) until June 30, 1996.

(f) Al official interpretations or acts of 1issuing or
denying admnistrative certificates or endorsenents by the
State Teacher's Certification Board, State Board of Education
or the State Superintendent of Education, fromthe passage of
P. A, 81-1208 on Novenber 8, 1979 through Septenber 24, 1981

are hereby declared valid and |l egal acts in all respects and
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further that the purported repeal of the provisions of
Section by P. A 81-1208 and P. AL 81-1509 is declared nul
voi d.

(Source: P.A 91-102, eff. 7-12-99.)

this

and
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