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AN ACT in relation to firearns dealers and gun show

pronoter |icensing.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act my be cited as the

Firearns Deal er and Gun Show Pronoter Licensing Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Departnment” nmeans the Departnment of State Police.

"Firearns deal er"” neans any person who is: (i) engaged in
the business of selling firearns at whol esale or retail, (ii)
engaged in the business of repairing firearns or of nmaking or
fitting special Dbarrels, stocks, or trigger nechanisns to
firearns, (iii) a pawnbroker whose business or occupation
includes the taking or receiving, by way of pledge or pawn,
of any firearmas security for the paynent or repaynent of
money, or (iv) any person participating as a vendor at a gun
show.

"@Qun Show' neans an event where firearns are offered for
sale or transfer and any grounds, including a flea market,
used in connection with the event. "Gun show pronoter" neans
any person, firm partnership, corporation or conpany that
organi zes, produces, sponsors or operates a gun show whether
for profit or not.

"Licensed dealer” neans any firearns dealer who is
licensed under this Act or Section 923 of the federal Gun
Control Act of 1968 (18 U.S.C. 923).

"Licensed gun show pronoter” neans any gun show pronoter
who is licensed under the Act.

"Person" means an individual, firm association, society,
partnership, limted liability conpany, corporation, or other

entity.
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"Engaged in the business" neans a person who devotes
time, attention, and |abor to engaging in the activity of
dealing in firearns as a regular course of trade or business
with the principal objective of livelihood and profit, but
does not include a person who nakes occasional repairs of
firearms, or who occasionally fits special barrels, stocks,
or trigger nechanisns to firearns unless the person conducts
t he occasional sal e, exchange, or purchase at a gun show.

"Wth the principal objective of livelihood and profit”
means that the intent underlying the sale or disposition of
firearns is predom nantly one of obtaining livelihood and
pecuniary gain; however, proof of profit shall not be
required as to a person who engages in the regular and
repetitive purchase and di sposition of firearns for crimnal
pur poses. Any person participating as a vendor at a gun show,
flea market, or other establishnent existing for the purpose
of offering for sale to the public any firearm shall be
deened engaged in business with the principal objective of
livelihood and profit.

"Firearm has the nmeaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1

of the Firearm Omers ldentification Card Act.

Section 10. Unlicensed Gun Show Pronoter
(a) No person shall produce, pronote, sponsor, operate,
or otherw se organize a gun show unl ess that person possesses
a license from the Departnment. Unless the Departnent's
records indicate that the applicant is a person prohibited
from possessing firearns, or 1is otherwse unqualified, a
license shall be issued by the Departnment to an applicant
provi ded the applicant does all of the foll ow ng:
(1) Certifies that he or she is famliar with the
provi sions of this Section.
(2) Ensures that liability insurance is in effect

for the duration of an event or show in an anount of not
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l ess than $1, 000, 000.

(b) If during that year the information required by this
Section (a) changes, or additional gun shows or events wll
be pronoted, produced, sponsored, operated, or otherw se
organi zed by the applicant, the pronoter shall notify the
Department no later than 30 days prior to the gun show or
event .

(c) As used in this Section, a "licensed gun show
pronoter” neans a person who has been issued a |license by the
Depart ment pursuant to subsection (a).

(d) The Departnent shall adopt rules to adm nister the
| i cense program under this Section and shall recover the ful
costs of admnistering the program by fees assessed on
applicants who apply for a license. A licensed gun show
pronoter shall be assessed a fee of $250 by the Depart nment.

(d) Except as otherw se provided in this Act, a gun show
pronoter's license issued under the provisions of this Act
shall be wvalid for the pronoter to whomit is issued for a
period of one year fromthe date of issuance.

(e)(1) Awllful failure by a gun show pronoter to conply
with any of the requirenments of this Section, except for the
posting of required signs as required in subsections (l) and
(m of this Section, shall be a business offense punishable
by a fine not to exceed $5,000 and shall render the pronoter
ineligible for a gun show Iicense for one year fromthe date
of the conviction.

(2) The wllful failure of a gun show pronoter to post
signs as required in subsections (I) and (m of this Section
shall be a petty offense punishable by a fine not to exceed
$1,000 for the first offense and a  business of f ense
puni shable by a fine not to exceed $2,000 for a second or
subsequent offense, and wth respect to the second or
subsequent offense, shall render the pronoter ineligible for

a gun show license for one year from the date of the
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convi cti on.

(3) Violations charged pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2)
of this subsection (e) arising fromnore than one gun show or
event shall be grounds for suspension of a pronoter's |license
pendi ng adj udi cation of the violations.

(4) During the period which a gun show pronoter's
license is suspended or revoked under the provisions of this
Act, the Departnent shall be imune fromany civil liability
that nmay occur as a result of a cancelled or delayed gun show
event.

(f)(1) Prior to the comencenent of a gun show or event,
t he gun show pronoter thereof shall, wupon witten request,
within 48 hours, or a later tine specified by the requesting
| aw enf orcenent agency, make available to the requesting |aw
enforcenment agency wth jurisdiction over the facility, a
conpl ete and accurate list of all persons, entities, firearm
deal ers, and organi zations that have | eased or rented, or are
known to the pronoter to intend to | ease or rent, any table,
di spl ay space, or area at the gun show or event for the
purpose of selling, leasing, or transferring firearns and
shall notify all firearmdealers in witing that a crimnal
background check nmust be conpleted prior to all firearm sal es
or transfers.

(2) The pronoter shall thereafter, upon witten request,
for every day the gun show or event operates, within 24
hours, or a later time specified by the requesting |aw
enforcement agency, neke available to the requesting |aw
enforcenent agency with jurisdiction over the facility, an
accur at e, conpl et e, and current |ist of the persons,
entities, firearmdeal ers, and organi zati ons that have | eased
or rented, or are known to the pronoter to intend to | ease or
rent, any table, display space, or area at the gun show or
event for the purpose of selling, |leasing, or transferring

firearns and shall notify all firearmdealers in witing that
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a crimnal background check nust be conpleted prior to al
firearmsales or transfers.

(3) This Section applies to gun show pronoters whet her
or not they participate in the entire gun show or event or
only a portion thereof.

(g)(1) Not Ilater than 60 days prior to the comencenent
of a gun show or event, the gun show pronoter shall provide
an event schedule of the gun show the pronoter plans to
pronote, produce, sponsor, operate, or otherwi se organize
during the vyear for which the license is issued, including
the date, tinme, and |location of the gun show or event, to the
Department and the | aw enforcenment agency wth jurisdiction
over the facility. The pronoter shall prepare an event
schedul e that shall include, at a mninum the follow ng:

(1) The type of show or event including, but not
l[imted to, antique or general firearns.

(1i) The estimated nunber of firearm dealers,
i ncl udi ng nanme under which each deal er is doing business,
offering firearns for sale or display.

(ti1) The estimated nunber of attendees.

(tv) The nunber of entrances and exits at the gun
show or event site.

(v) The location, date, and tinme of the show or
event.

(vi) The contact person and telephone nunber for
both the pronoter and the facility.

(vii) The nunmber of sworn peace officers enployed by
the pronoter or the facilities manager who wll be
present at the show or event.

(viii) The number of nonsworn security personnel
enployed by the pronoter or the facility's nanager who
will be present at the show or event.

(2) Not later than 30 days prior to the comencenent of

the gun show or event, the pronmoter shall submt to the
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Departnment, the |aw enforcenent agency with jurisdiction over
the facility site, and the facility's nanager a revi sed event
schedul e if significant changes have been nade since the
event schedule was submitted, including a revised |list of
firearm deal ers that the pronoter knows, or reasonably should
know, wll be renting t abl es, space, or ot herw se
participating in the gun show or event. The event schedul e
shall be approved by the facility's manager prior to the
event or show after consultation wth the |aw enforcenent
agency with jurisdiction over the facility. No gun show or
event shal | commence unless the requirenents of this
par agraph (2) are net.

(h) The pronmoter shall be responsible for informng
prospective gun show firearm dealers of the requirenments of
this Section and of Section 15 that apply to firearm deal ers.

(1) If alicensed firearns dealer fails to cooperate
with a pronoter or fails to conply wth the applicable
requi renents of this Act, that person shall not be allowed to
participate in that show or event.

(j) I'f a pronoter fails to conply with any Section of
this Act, the gun show or event shall not commence unti
those requirenents are net.

(k) Al pronoters shall have witten contracts with al
gun show firearm dealers selling or exchanging firearns at
t he show or event.

(I') The pronoter shall require that signs be posted in a
readily visible location at each public entrance to the show
containing, but not limted to, the follow ng noti ces:

"This gun show follows all federal, State, and | oca
firearms and weapons | aws w t hout exception.”

"Each firearmcarried onto the prem ses by nenbers of the
public will be checked, <cleared of any ammunition, and
secured in a manner that prevents them from bei ng operated

and an identification tag or sticker will be attached to the
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firearm prior to the person being allowed admttance to the
show. "

"No nenber of the public under the age of 18 years shal
be admtted to the show unless acconpanied by a parent,
grandparent, or |egal guardian."

"All firearns transfers between private parties at the
show shall be conducted through a |licensed deal er under the
provisions of this Act and applicable federal |aws."

"Persons possessing firearns on this facility nmust have
in their i mredi at e possessi on governnent-issued photo
identification and display it upon request to any security
of ficer or any peace officer."

(m The pronoter shall require that signs be posted in a
readily visible location at each public entrance to the show
and within the facility containing the foll ow ng notice:

"A National Instant Crimnal Background Check nust be
conpleted prior to all firearmsales or transfers"”.

(n) Signs nust be posted at all entrances to the gun
show, at all places where adm ssion tickets to the gun show
are sold, and at not less than 4 additional |ocations wthin

t he grounds of the gun show

Section 15. Unlicensed firearns deal er; prohibition. No
person may sell or otherw se transfer, or expose for sale or
transfer, or have in his or her possession with intent to
sell or transfer any firearm wthout being |icensed under
this Act. This prohibition does not apply to a person who
makes occasi onal sal es, exchanges, or purchases of firearns
for the enhancenent of a personal collection or as a hobby or
who sells all or part of his or her personal collection of
firearms unless the person conducts the occasional sale,

exchange, or purchase at a gun show.

Section 20. Firearm dealers license application
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requi renents; penalty.

(a) The Departnent may grant a firearns dealer |icense
to an applicant who submts evidence that:

(1) he or she is at |least 21 years of age;

(2) he or she, including in the case of a corporation,
partnership, or association, an i ndi vi dual possessi ng,
directly or indirectly, the power to direct or cause the
direction of the managenent and policies of the corporation,
partnership, or association:

(1) has not Dbeen convicted of and is not under

indictnment for a crinme punishable by inprisonnment for a

t erm exceedi ng one year;

(1i) is not a fugitive fromjustice;

(tit) is not and has not been an unl awful user of
or addicted to a controlled substance or cannabis;

(1v) has not been adjudicated as a disabled person
or conmtted to a mental institution;

(v) is not an alien, illegally or unlawfully, in
the United States;

(vi) has not been discharged fromthe Armed Forces
under di shonorabl e conditions; or

(vit) is not a former citizen of the United States
who has renounced his or her citizenship; and

(3) he or she does not have a nental condition that
poses a clear and present danger to the applicant, another
person, or to the conmmunity. For purposes of this paragraph
(3), "nental condition" neans a state of m nd manifested by
violent, suicidal, threatening, or assaultive behavior.

(b) An application for a firearns dealer |icense shal
be made on forns prepared and furni shed by the Departnent and
t he applicant shall appear in person at a Ilocal |aw
enf orcenment agency, and before receiving an application,
pr esent positive evidence of identification to a |aw

enforcenment officer, including but not |limted to a wvalid
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driver's license or identification card; which application
shall be signed by the local Iaw enforcenent agency. The
application shall be verified by the applicant under oath and
shal | be acconpanied by the required fee.

(c) The applicant shall submt to the Departnent a
l'icense fee of $1, 000.

(d) The applicant shall submt to fingerprinting in
accordance with rul es adopted by the Departnent and shall pay
a fingerprint processing fee in the anount set Dby the
Depart ment by rule.

(e)(1) The application shal | i ncl ude a suitable
phot ograph of a type prescribed by the Departnent.

(2) The Departnent shall maintain a file on or contract
to file all photographs and signatures obtained in the
process of issuing a |license. The photographs and si gnatures
shal |l be confidential and shall not be disclosed except to
the foll owm ng persons:

(1) the individual upon witten request;

(ii) officers and enployees of the Departnment who
have a need to have access to the stored imges for
pur poses of issuing and controlling a |icense;

(tit) law enforcenent officials for a lawful, civil
or crimnal |aw enforcenent investigation; or

(iv) other entities as the Departnent may exenpt by
rul e.

(f) A person who knowi ngly nmakes a false statenent or
knowi ngly conceals a material fact or uses false information
or identification in any application for a license under this
Act commits a Class A m sdeneanor.

(g) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, a firearns
dealer's license issued under the provisions of this Act
shall be wvalid for the firearns dealer to whomit is issued
for a period of one year fromthe date of issuance unless

revoked, suspended, or otherw se w thdrawn by the Departnent
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until it is surrendered by the |icensee.

Secti on 25. Firearm deal ers | i cense retention;

requirenents.

al |

(a) A license granted under this Act shall be subject to
of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) A licensed dealer shall only transact business
under this Act at an address that has a zoning
classification that permts the operation of a retai
est abl i shment .

(2) A licensed dealer may not transact business in
any place other than the prem ses specified in his or her
i cense, except that a licensed deal er may display, sell,
or transfer firearns at a gun show open to the general
public or at any regular neeting of an incorporated
collectors club in accordance with this Act and federa
I aw.

(3) A licensed dealer shall not violate any
provision of any federal or State |law pertaining to the
possessi on, use, sale, or delivery of firearns.

(4) A licensed dealer shall strictly adhere to the
provisions of all applicable federal and State |aws and
| ocal ordinances and | ocal business |icense requirenents.

(5 A separate |license shall be obtained for each
separate place of business. Before a |icensed dealer
moves his or her place of business, he or she shal
pronptly apply to the Departnent for an anended |icense.

(6) The license, or a copy of the license certified
by the Departnent, shall be displayed on the prem ses at
a location where it can easily be read.

(7) No firearm shall be displayed in any outer
w ndow of the prem ses or in any other place where it can
readily be seen fromthe outside.

(8) Every firearmshall be unl oaded when delivered.
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(99 A licensee shall obtain a certificate of
regi stration issued under the Retailers' COccupation Tax
Act .

(10) No licensee wthin this State may know ngly
transfer, or cause to be transferred, any firearmor any
firearmamunition to any person within this State unl ess
the transferee with whom he or she deals displays a
currently valid Firearm Ower's Identification Card which

has previously been issued in his nane by the Departnent

of State Police. The Ilicensee shall take reasonable
precautions to ensure that the firearns the |icensee
sells will not be used illegally. These precautions shal

i nclude, but not be limted to: (i) the refusal to sell a
firearm to a person the |licensee knows or has reason to
know i s purchasing the firearm on behalf of another
person who could not legally purchase the firearm (ii)
the refusal to sell a firearm to a person who has
provided a home address in a nmunicipality or county in
whi ch possession of that type of firearm is illegal;
(tit) the refusal to sell a firearmto any person who
fails a crimnal background check under Section 3.1 of
the Firearm Owmers ldentification Card Act relating to
the Departnent of State Police Dial Up system

(11) The Ilicensee shal | make avai l abl e t he
licensee's records to any officer or enployee of the
Departnent or of any local governnent in this State
whenever the officer or enployee is authorized to enforce
| aws or ordinances pertaining to firearns.

(12) The licensee shall have in effect at all tines
[iability insurance in the anount of at |east $1,000,000
that insures the paynent of any judgnent against the

| i censee.

Section 30. Enforcenent; revocation; notice. This Act
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shal |l be enforced by the Departnent, and may be enforced, for
the purpose of determning conpliance wwth this Act, by any
muni cipality in which the licensee is |located or, if the
licensee is not located in a nunicipality, by the county in
which the licensee is |ocated. The Departnent, after due
notice to the |licensee and reasonable opportunity for the
licensee to be heard, may revoke a license or may suspend a
license for a period of time that the Departnent may deem
proper upon satisfactory proof that the |icensee has viol ated
or permtted a violation of any requirenment of this Act or is
no longer eligible to obtain a |icense under Section 15. A
person whose |icense has been revoked by the Departnent is
disqualified to receive a license for 10 years after the
revocation. Any person who has substantially participated in
t he operation or managenent of the |I|icensed business of a
licensee who has had his or her license revoked may not be
enpl oyed by or participate in the business of any other
licensee for 10 years after the revocation. Proceedings for
revocation or suspension under this Section may be initiated

by the Department or by a municipality or county.

Section 35. Registration of Sales.

(a) A licensed dealer shall, wthin 24 hours after
making a sale or transfer of a firearm to any person, (i)
transm t a register of that sale or transfer to the
Department of State Police and to the Illinois Secretary of
State, (ii) Kkeep a register of all firearns sold or given
awnay.

(b) Such register shall contain the date of the sale or
gift, the nane, address, age, occupation, and the Firearm
Ower's ldentification Card nunber of the person to whom the
firearm is sold, given, or transferred, the price of the
firearm the kind, description, and serial nunber of the

firearmor other information identifying the firearm and the
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purpose for which it is purchased and obt ai ned.

(c) A licensed dealer shall, upon demand by any State or
federal |aw enforcenent agency, produce for inspection the
register and allow such peace officer to 1inspect such
regi ster and all stock on hand.

(d) Sentence. Violation of this subsection is a Cass A

m sdeneanor.

Section 40. Penalty. Any firearns dealer who sells, or
who possesses wth intent to sell, trade, or transfer, any
firearmw thout being licensed under this Act is guilty of a

Class 4 felony.

Section 45, Attorney GCeneral action. Whenever the
Attorney Ceneral shall believe fromevidence satisfactory to
him or her that a firearns deal er or gun show pronoter has
viol ated any of the provisions of this Act, the attorney
general may bring an action or special proceeding in the
circuit court wth jurisdiction of the violation for a
judgnment enjoining the continuance of such violation and for
a civil penalty in an anount not to exceed $10,000. If it
shall appear to the satisfaction of the court that the
def endant has violated a provision of this Act, no proof
shall be required that any person has been injured thereby
nor that the defendant intentionally violated such provision.
In connection wth any such proposed application, t he
Attorney General is authorized to take proof, issue subpoenas
and admnister oaths in the manner provided in the civil

practice | aw and rul es.
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