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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

VHEREAS, an estimated 5.3 mllion Anerican children have

ast hma; and

VWHEREAS, Asthma is the |eading serious chronic illness
among children and annually incurs a cost of $3.2 billion in

treating this young popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, Asthma accounts for 10 mllion | ost school days
each year in the United States and is the |eading cause of

school absenteeismattributed to chronic conditions; and

VWHEREAS, Ast hma IS t he t hi rd- ranki ng cause of
hospitalization anong children under the age of 15 years and
accounts for alnost one in 6 of all pediatric energency room

visits; and

VHEREAS, There are nore than 5,400 deaths from asthma in

this country each year; and

WHEREAS, Known ast hma triggers range from vira
infections to allergies to irritating gases and particles in

the air; and

VWHEREAS, An estimated 200,000 U. S. children with asthma
have their condition worsened by exposure to second-hand

snoke; and
WHEREAS, Resulting asthma attacks in children can be
severe; the <child may becone breathl ess and have difficulty

tal ki ng; and

WHEREAS, Children wth asthma are taught by their
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physician or other State-licensed health care provider to
take medication to prevent an attack or to help them if an

attack occurs; and

VWHEREAS, A child's asthma can be mnmanaged by both

treat nent and nedi cation; and

VWHEREAS, El enentary and secondary school students wth
asthma should have unobstructed access to their asthm

medi cation; therefore

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by adding Section

22-30 as foll ows:

(105 |1 LCS 5/22-30 new)

Sec. 22-30. Self-adm nistration of asthna medi cati on.

(a) Inthis Section:

"Medi cation” nmeans a nedicine, prescribed by (i) a

physician licensed to practice nedicine in all its branches,

(ii) a physician assistant who has been delegated the

authority to prescribe asthma nedications by his or her

super vi si ng physi ci an, or (iii) an advanced practice

regi stered nurse who has a witten collaborative agreenent

with a collaborating physician that del egates the authority

to prescribe asthna nedications, for a pupil that pertains to

the pupil's asthna and that has an i ndividual prescription

"Self-adnmnistration" neans a pupil's discretionary use

of his or her prescribed asthma nedi cati on.

(b) A school, whether public or nonpublic, nust permt

the self-adnm nistration of nedication by a pupil with asthma
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provi ded that:

(1) the parents or quardians of the pupil provide

to t he school witten aut hori zati on f or t he

self-adm nistration of nedication; and

(2) the parents or quardians of the pupil provide

to the school a witten statenent from the pupil's

physi ci an, physician assistant, or advanced practice

regi stered nurse containing the following i nfornmati on:

(A) the nane and purpose of the nedication;

(B) the prescribed dosage; and

(C) the tinme or tines at which or the speci al

ci rcunst ances under which the nedication is to be

adm ni st er ed.

The information provided shall be kept on file in the office

of the school nurse or, in the absence of a school nurse, the

school's adni ni strator.

(c) The school district or nonpublic school nust inform

the parents or gquardians of the pupil, in witing, that the

school district or nonpublic school and its enployees and

agents are to incur no liability, except for willful and

wanton conduct, as a result of any injury arising from the

self-adnmnistration of nedication by the pupil. The parents

or quardians of the pupil nust sign a statenent acknow edgi ng

that the school district or nonpublic school is to incur no

liability, except for willful and wanton conduct, as a result

of any injury arising from the self-adnmnistration of

medi cation by the pupil and that the parents or guardi ans

must indemify and hold harmess the school district or

nonpublic school and its enpl oyees and agents against any

clains, except a claimbased on willful and wanton conduct,

arising out of the self-adnmnistration of nedication by the

pupil .

(d) The pernission for self-adnministration of nedication

is effective for the school year for which it is granted and
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shall be renewed each subsequent school year upon fulfill nent

of the requirenents of this Section.

(e) Provided that the requirenents of this Section are

fulfilled, a pupil with asthma nay possess and use his or her

medi cati on (i) whil e in school , (ii) while at a

school - sponsored activity, (iii) while under the supervision

of school personnel, or (iv) before or after nornal school

activities, such as while in before-school or after-school

care on school - operated property.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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