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AN ACT concerning tourism

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnment of Commerce and Community
Affairs Law of the Civil Adm nistrative Code of Illinois is

anended by changi ng Section 605-707 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 605/605-707) (was 20 |ILCS 605/ 46. 6d)

Sec. 605-707. International Tourism Program

(a) The Departnent of Commerce and Community Affairs
nmust establish a program for international tourism The
Department shall devel op and inpl enent the program on January
1, 2000 by rule. As part of the program the Departnent may
work in cooperation with |Iocal convention and tourism bureaus
inlllinois in the coordination of international tourism
efforts at the State and |local level. The Departnent may (i)
work in cooperation with I ocal convention and tourism bureaus
for efficient wuse of their international tourism marketing
resources, (ii) pronote Illinois in international neetings
and tourismmarkets, (iii) work with convention and tourism
bureaus throughout the State to increase the nunber of
international tourists to Illinois, (iv) provide training,
research, technical support, and grants to certified
convention and tourism bureaus, and (v) provide staff,
admnistration, and related support required to manage the

progranms under this Section, and (vi) provide grants for the

devel opnent of or the enhancenent of international tourism

attracti ons.

(b) The Departnent shall nmake grants for expenses

related to international tourismand pay for the staffing,

adm nistration, and related support from the Internationa

Tourism Fund, a special fund created in the State Treasury.
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O the anmpbunts deposited into the Fund in fiscal year 2000
after January 1, 2000, 55% shall be wused for grants to
convention and tourismbureaus in Chicago (other than the
City of Chicago's Ofice of Tourisn) and 45% shall be used
for devel opnment of international tourismin areas outside of
Chi cago. O the anpunts deposited into the Fund in fisca

year 2001 and thereafter, 55% shall be used for grants to

convention and tourismbureaus in Chicago, and of that anopunt

not less than 27.5% shall-be-used-for-grants-to-the-Cty-of

Chi eago-s- Ok fiee-of -Tourism -27-5% shall be used for grants

the City of Chicago's Ofice of Tourism and 45% shall be

used for admnistrative expenses authorized under this
Section and developnent of international tourismin areas
out si de of Chicago, of which not |less than $1,000,000 shal

be used annually to mneake grants to convention and tourism
bureaus in cities other than Chicago that denonstrate their
international tourism appeal and request to devel op or expand

their international tourismmarketing program and nay al so

be used to provide grants under item (vi) of subsection (a)

of this Section.

(c) A convention and tourism bureau is eligible to
receive grant noneys under this Section if the bureau is
certified to receive funds wunder Title 14 of the Illinois

Adm ni strative Code, Section 550.35. To be eligible for a

grant, a convention and tourism bureau nust provide matching

funds equal to the grant amount. In certain circunstances as

determ ned by the Director of Commerce and Community Affairs,

and-alt convention and tourism bureau nmy bureaus-- st

provi de matching funds equal to no | ess than 50% of the grant

anmpunt to be eligible to receive the grant. One-half of this

50% nay be provided through in-kind contributions. Gants

received by the City of Chicago's Ofice of Tourism and by
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1 convention and tourism bureaus in Chicago may be expended for
2 t he general purposes of pronoting conventions and tourism

3 (Source: P.A 91-604, eff. 8-16-99; 91-683, eff. 1-26-00.)

4 Secti on 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

5  July 1, 2001.
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