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AN ACT concerned mlitary funeral honors.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Mlitary Code of Illinois is anmended by

adding Article IV-A as foll ows:

(20 I'LCS 1805/ Art. 1V-A headi ng new)
ARTICLE IV-A. M LI TARY FUNERAL HONORS

(20 1 LCS 1805/28.1 new)

Sec. 28. 1. Purpose. This Article est abl i shes t he

Illinois Mlitary Funeral Honors Programto ensure, subject

to the appropriati on of adequate funds, an appropriate final

tribute to deceased veterans and Governors in the absence of

federal mlitary funeral honors or funeral honors provi ded by

veteran organi zations. This Article establishes procedures

that ensure this tribute on behalf of a grateful citizenry to

honor deceased veterans in recognition of their service to

the State of Illinois and to the United States of Anerica.

The rendering of mlitary funeral honors is the cerenoni al

payi ng of respects and final denpnstration of gratitude to

those who, in tinmes of war and peace, have faithfully

def ended freedom

(20 ILCS 1805/28.2 new)

Sec. 28.2. Adnministration. The Adjutant General of

Il11inois, as Director of the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs,

shall adm nister the Mlitary Funeral Honors Program

(20 1LCS 1805/ 28. 3 new)

Sec. 28. 3. State funeral honors. The funeral honor s

entitl enent established by this Article nay be provided to an
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eligible veteran only if (i) a request for mlitary funeral

honors has been nmade on behalf of the deceased veteran to

f eder al authorities and (ii) mlitary funeral honors are not

to be provided by federal authorities, regardless of the

r eason. Governors are entitled to funeral honors w thout a

f ederal request.

(20 | LCS 1805/ 28. 4 new)

Sec. 28. 4. Eligibility. Only veterans and Governors are

eligible for mlitary funeral honors under this Article. In

this Article, "veteran" neans an |Illinois resident who is a

veteran as defined in subsection (h) of Section 1491 of Title

10 of the United States Code. (Governors are eligible for

mlitary funeral honors because of their service as

Commander-in-Chief of the mnmlitary forces of the State of

Il1inois.

(20 | LCS 1805/ 28.5 new)

Sec. 28.5. Wiiver authority.

(a) Wth approval of the Governor, the Adjutant Ceneral

may wai ve the requirenent established in Section 28.3 of this

Article if the Adjutant General deternmines in witing that it

is in the best interests of the State of Illinois to do so.

(b) VWaiver authority under this Section nay be del egat ed

only to the Assistant Adjutant GCeneral for Arny or the

Assi stant Adjutant General for Ar.

(20 I'LCS 1805/ 28. 6 new)
Sec. 28. 6. Poli cy.

(a) A nenber of the Arny National Qard or the Air

National @uard my be ordered to funeral honors duty in

accordance with this Article. That nenber shall receive an

al | onance of $50 for any day on which a m ni nrum of 2 hours of

f uner al honors duty is perforned. Menbers of the Illinois



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

[
= O

12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24

- 3- LRB9201514MNed

Nati onal Quard ordered to funeral honors duty in accordance

with this Article are considered to be in the active service

of the State for all pur poses except for pay, and the

provi sions of Sections 52, 53, 54, 55, and 56 of the Mlitary

Code of Illinois apply if a nenber of the Illinois National

Quard is injured or disabled in the course of those duties.

(b) The Adjutant General mmy provide support for other

authorized providers who volunteer to participate in a

f uner al honors detail conducted on behalf of the Governor.

This support is linmted to transportation, rei nbursenent for

transportati on, expenses, naterials, and training.

(20 1LCS 1805/ 28. 8 new)

Sec. 28. 8. Rules. The Adjutant Ceneral, as Director of

the Department of Mlitary Affairs, must adopt appropriate

rules to inplenent this program

(20 I'LCS 1805/ 28.9 new)
Sec. 28.9. Availability of funds. Nothing in this

Article establishes any entitlenent to mlitary funeral

honors if the Adjutant General determines that Illinois

National @Guard personnel are not available to performthose

honors or if adequate appropriated funds are not available to

fund this program

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2002.
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