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AN ACT concerning child wel fare services.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act is
anmended by changing Section 5c and adding Section 5d as

foll ows:

(20 1LCS 505/ 5¢c)

Sec. 5c. Direct child welfare service enpl oyee |icense.
By January 1, 2000, the Departnent, in consultation wth
private child wel fare agencies, shall develop and inplenment a
direct child welfare service enployee |icense. By January 1,
2001 all child protective investigators and supervisors and
child welfare specialists and supervisors enployed by the
Depar t ment or its contractors shall be required to
denonstrate sufficient knowl edge and skills to obtain and

maintain the |icense. The Direct Child WlIlfare Service

Enpl oyee License Board of the Departnent Departraent shal

have the authority to revoke or suspend the |license of anyone
who after a hearing is found to be guilty of m sfeasance.
The Departnent shall pronmulgate such rules as necessary to
i npl ement this Section.

On or before January 1, 2000, and every year thereafter,
t he Departnent shall submt an annual report to the General
Assenbly on the inplenentation of this Section.

(Source: P.A 90-608, eff. 6-30-98.)

(20 1LCS 505/5d new)
Sec. b5d. The Direct Child Wlfare Service Enpl oyee

Li cense Boar d.

(a) For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Board" nmeans the Direct Child Welfare Service
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Enpl oyee Li cense Board.

(2) "Director" neans the Director of Children and

Fam |y Services.

(b) The Direct Child Welfare Service Enployee License

Board is created within the Departnment of Children and Fam |y

Services and shall consist of 9 nenbers appointed by the
Di rector. The Di rector shal | annual | vy desi ghat e a
chai r per son and vi ce-chai rper son of the Board. The

menbership of the Board nust be conposed as follows: (i) 5

licensed professionals fromthe field of hunan services with

a hunan services deqree or equival ent course work as required

by rule of the Departnent and who are in good standing within

their profession, at least 2 of which nust be enployed in the

private not-for-profit sector and at |least one of which in

the public sector; (ii) 2 faculty nenbers of an accredited

uni versity who have child wel fare experience and are in qgood

standing within their profession and (iii) 2 nmenbers of the

general public who are not licensed under this Act or a

simlar rule and will represent consuner interests.

In meking the first appointnents, the Director shal

appoint 3 nenbers to serve for a termof one vear, 3 nenbers

to serve for atermof 2 vears, and 3 nenbers to serve for a

termof 3 years, or until their successors are appointed and

qual i fi ed. Their successors shall be appointed to serve

3-year terns, or until their successors are appointed and

qualified. Appointnents to fill unexpired vacancies shall be

made in the sanme manner as origi nal appoi nt nents. No nenber

may be reappointed if a reappointnent would cause that nenber

to serve on the Board for longer than 6 consecutive years.

Board nenbership nust have reasonable representation from

different geographic areas of lllinois, and all nenbers nust

be residents of this State.

The Director may terninate the appoi ntnent of any nenber

for good cause, including but not limted to (i) unjustified
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absences from Board neetings or other failure to neet Board

responsibilities, (ii) failure to recuse hinself or herself

when required by subsection (c¢) of this Section or Department

rul e, or (iii) failure to naintain the professional position

requi red by Departnent rule. No nember of the Board may have

a pending or indicated report of child abuse or neglect or a

pending conplaint or crimnmnal conviction of any of the

offenses set forth in paragraph (b) of Section 4.2 of the

Child Care Act of 1969.

The nenbers of the Board shall receive no conpensati on

for the performance of their duties as nenmbers, but each

menber shall be reinbursed for his or her reasonabl e and

necessary expenses incurred in attending the neetings of the

(c) The Board shall nake recommendati ons to the Director

regar di ng | i censure rul es. Board nenbers nust recuse

thensel ves fromsitting on any nmatter involving an enployee

of a child welfare agency at which the Board nmenber is an

enpl oyee or contractual enployee. The Board shall make a

final determ nation concerning revocation, suspension, or

reinstatenent of an enployee's direct child welfare service

license after a hearing conducted under the Departnent's

rules. Upon notification of the manner of the vote to all the

menbers, votes on a final determnation may be cast in

person, by telephonic or electronic nmeans, or by nail at the

discretion of the chairperson. A sinple mmjority of the

menbers appointed and serving i s requi red when Board nmenbers

vote by mail or by telephonic or electronic neans. A

majority of the currently appointed and servi ng Board nmenbers

constitutes a quorum A mjority of a quorumis required

when a recommendation is voted on during a Board neeting. A

vacancy in the nenbership of the Board shall not inpair the

right of a quorumto performall the duties of the Board.

Board nenbers are not personally liable in any action based
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upon a disciplinary proceeding or otherwise for any action

taken in good faith as a nenmber of the Board.

(d) The Director nmay assign Departnent enployees to

provide staffing services to the Board. The Departnent nust

pronulgate any rules necessary to inplenent and adm ni ster

the requirenents of this Section.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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