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AN ACT in relation to children

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Early Intervention Services System Act is

anended by changi ng Section 2 as foll ows:

and

pol

(325 ILCS 20/2) (from Ch. 23, par. 4152)

Sec. 2. Legislative Findings and Policy.

(a) The General Assenbly finds that there is an urgent
substantial need to:

(1) enhance the devel opment of all eligible infants
and toddlers in the State of |Illinois in order to
m nimze developnental delay and maxim ze individual
potential for adult independence;

(2) enhance the capacity of famlies to neet the
special needs of eligible infants and toddl ers including
t he purchase of services when necessary;

(3) reduce educational costs by mnimzing the need
for special education and rel ated services when eligible
infants and toddl ers reach school age;

(4) enhance the independence, productivity and
integration wth age-appropriate peers of eligible
children and their famlies;

(5) reduce social services costs and nminimze the
need for institutionalization; and

(6) prevent secondary inpairnments and disabilities
by inproving the health of infants and toddl ers, thereby
reducing health costs for the famlies and the State.

(b) The General Assenbly therefore intends that the
cy of this State shall be to:

(1) affirm the inportance of the famly in al

areas of the child's devel opnent and reinforce the role
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of the famly as a participant in the decision making

processes regarding their child;

(2) provide assistance and support to eligible
infants and toddlers and their famlies to address the
i ndi vi dual concerns and deci sions of each famly;

(3) develop and inplenment, on a statew de basis,
| ocal ly based conpr ehensi ve, coor di nat ed,
i nterdisciplinary, I nt er agency early i ntervention
services for all eligible infants and toddl ers;

(4) enhance the local comunities' capacity to
provide an array of quality early intervention services;

(5) identify and coordinate all avail able resources
for early intervention within the State including those
fromfederal, State, |local and private sources;

(6) provide financial and technical assistance to
| ocal communities for the purposes of coordinating early
intervention services in local comunities and enhanci ng
the communities' capacity to provide individualized early
intervention services to all eligible i nfants and
toddlers in their hones or in conmunity environnents; and

(7) affirm that eligible infants and toddl ers have
aright to receive early intervention services to the
maxi mum extent appropriate, in natural environnments in
which infants and toddlers wthout disabilities would
partici pate.

(c) The Ceneral Assenbly further finds that early
intervention services are cost-effective and effectively
serve the developnental needs of eligible infants and
toddlers and their famlies. Therefore, the purpose of this
Act is to provide a conprehensive, coordinated, interagency,
interdisciplinary early intervention services system for
eligible infants and toddlers and their famlies by enhancing
the capacity to provide quality early intervention services,

expandi ng and i nproving existing services, and facilitating
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coordi nati on of paynents for early intervention services from
various public and private sources.

(d) It is the GCeneral Assenbly's intent that, to the

extent allowable by law, this Act shall be admnistered to

maxi mze Medicaid funding for services provided under this

Act .
(Source: P.A 91-538, eff. 8-13-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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