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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BI LL 461

AMENDMENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 461, AS ANMENDED,
with reference to page and |ine nunbers of House Anendnent
No. 1, on page 1, line 6, after "Sections", by inserting

"10.2,"; and

on page 5, after line 13, by inserting the foll ow ng:

"(k) "Qualified person" neans an individual providing

early intervention services who has attained the highest

requirenents in the State applicable to the profession or

discipline in which he or she is providing early intervention

services and who is suitably qualified to provide early

i ntervention services to eligible children and their

famli es.

(1) "Suitably qualified" neans that the individual neets

the requirenents set forth in Section 10.2 of this Act.

(m "Credentialed specialist" neans an individual whom

the | ead agency has found to be a qualified person within his

or her discipline and who has been enrolled by the |ead

agency as a provider of early intervention services wthin

t hat di sci pli ne. Under Section 10.2 of this Act, an

individual ny be a fully credentialed specialist or may be

provisionally credential ed as an associ ate speci ali st.

(n) "Contact hours" nmeans hours spent in a formm
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program of education or training related to the specialist's

discipline, either in a classroomor in a clinical setting."

and

on page 11, after line 20, by inserting the follow ng:

"(325 1LCS 20/10.2 new)

Sec. 10.2. Service providers; qualifications.

(a) To enroll as a credentialed specialist in the early

intervention program the | ead agency shall require that the

individual (i) establish that he or she is a qualified person

as defined in Section 3 of this Act, (ii) provide evidence of

professional liability insurance, (iii) undergo a crimnal

background check paid for by the | ead agency, and (iv) neet

the other requirenents of this Section.

(b) An individual may enroll as a fully credentialed

specialist if her or she neets the requirenents of subsection

(c) or (d) as appropriate to the discipline for which

enroll nent is sought, or may enroll provisionally for no nore

than 2 years as an associate specialist, if he or she neets

the requirenents of subsection (f). | ndi vi dual s who provi de

services in regions that have a shortage of specialists nay

enroll or nmaintain enrollnent in accordance with the terns of

any waiver that has been granted under subsection (j) for

that region

(c) Fully credentialed |licensed specialists.

(1) To enroll and naintain enrollnent as a fully

credenti al ed | i censed speci al i st in t he early

i ntervention pr ogr am audi ol oqgi st s, occupati onal

therapists, physical therapists, and speech-| anguage

pat hol ogists shall: (i) be licensed in their respective

disciplines in lllinois or in the state in which services

are provided:; (ii) have conpleted no less than 20

contact hours of professional education or continuing

education in birth-to-3 evaluation and treatnent; (iii)
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have a mini num of one year within the previous 3 years of

paid professional experience working directly wth a

pati ent caseload that was at least 25% children from

birth to age 3 wth disabilities and devel opmental

del ays, and at |least 50%pediatric; (iv) nmaintain, while

enrolled as an early intervention provider, a patient

casel oad conposed at |east of 25%children frombirth to

age 3 with disabilities or devel opnental del ays, and that

is at least 50% pediatric; and (v) nmeet the foll ow ng

additional criteria appropriate to their discipline:

(A Audiologists. An audiol ogist shall have a

masters degree in audi ol ogy or conmuni cati on

di sorders, or bot h, from an Ameri can

Speech- Language Heari ng Associ ati on ( ASHA)

accredited institution; neet the requirenents of a

hearing aid dispenser if hearing aid eval uations or

fittings are provided; and have a mnimum of 2

vears' experience in pediatrics.

(B) COccupational therapists. An occupational

t herapi st shall have a bachel ors deqr ee or

certificate in occupati onal t her apy and be

registered as an Cccupati onal Therapi st Reqgi stered

(OIR) .

(C) Physical therapists. A physical t her api st

shal | have a bachelors deqree or certificate in

physi cal therapy and have a nini num of one vyear of

paid professional experience working with children

with disabilities.

(D) Speech-| anguage pat hol oqi st s. A

speech-| anguage pathol ogi st shall have a nmmsters

deqgree in speech pat hol ogy or conmuni cati on

di sorders, or both, froman Ameri can Speech- Lanqguage

Heari ng Association (ASHA) accredited institution

and shall have a mnmninum of 2 vyears of paid
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pr of essi onal experience in working with children

with disabilities, which nmay include a supervised

clinical fell owhip year

(2) Social workers, counselors, and psychol ogists

shall: (i) be licensed in their respective disciplines in

Il1linois or in the state in which services are provided;

(ii) have conmpleted no less than 20 contact hours of

pr of essi onal educati on or continui ng education in course

work involving working with birth-to-3 children wth

devel opnental del ays and disabilities and their famli es;

(iii) have a mnmininmumof one year within the previous 3

vears of paid professional experience working wth a

caseload that was at |least 15% birth-to-3 children with

devel opnental del ays and disabilities and their famli es;

(iv) nmaintain, while enrolled as an early intervention

credentialed specialist, a caseload that is at 25% 1| east

birth-to-3 children wth devel opnent al del ays and

disabilities and their famlies; and (v) neet the

following additional criteria appropriate to their

di sci pli ne:

(A A social worker shall be licensed as a

Licensed Clinical Social Wrker in lllinois if the

social worker is providing any services to the

famly and child other than identifying, nobilizing,

and coordi nating conmmunity resources and services to

enable the child and fanmly to receive naxinmm

benefit from early intervention services, in which

case a social worker nay be licensed in Illinois as

a Licensed Social Wrker, or have a school soci al

work certificate.

(B) A counselor or psychologist shall be

licensed in Illlinois either as a Licensed dinical

Social Wrker, a Licensed dinical Pr of essi onal

Counselor, a VLicensed dinical Psychol oqi st a
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Li censed Marri age and Fanmily Therapist, or a

Li censed School Psychol ogi st.

(3) Nurses. A nurse shall be licensed in Illinois

as a Regi stered Nurse.

(4 Nutrition specialists. A nutrition specialist

shall be licensed in Illinois as Licensed Dietitian or as

a Reqgi stered Nutrition Counsel or.

(d) Fully credentialed specialists not subj ect to

licensure. Individuals who are not subject to State |licensure

may provi de certain early i ntervention servi ces as

credentialed specialists, including service coordination,

devel opnental or rehabilitation therapy, and parent liaison

(1) Developnental -rehabilitation t her api st s. A

devel opnental -rehabilitation therapist shall: (i) have

conpleted no less than 20 contact hours of professional

educati on or conti nui ng educati on in birth-to-3

evaluation and treatnent; (ii) have either (A at least a

bachelor's degree in early chil dhood education or early

chi | dhood speci al education, (B) a teacher endorsenent in

early childhood education or early childhood speci al

education, or (C) a bachelors degree in a hunan services,

behavi or science, education, special education, or a

health discipline, such as one of the following: child

devel opnent, orientation, and mobi lity; applied

psychol ogy; social work; health education; or a rel ated

field; (iii) have an educational concentration in early

chi | dhood devel opnent or 40 contact hours of professional

educat i on or conti nui ng educat i on in birth-to-3

evaluation and treatnent; and (iv) have one year of

experience in working directly with a caseload that was

at | east 25% children from birth to age 3 wth

devel opnent disabilities and del ays.

(2) Service coordinators. A service coordi nator
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shall: (i) have conpleted no |l ess than 20 contact hours

of professional education or continuing education in

birth-to-3 evaluation and treatnent; (ii) have either (A)

a bachelor's degree in early chil dhood education or early

chil dhood special education or (B) a bachelors deqgree in

a hunan services, behavior science, education, special

educati on, or a health discipline, such as child

devel opnent, orientation, and mobi lity; applied

psychol ogy; social work; health education; or a rel ated

field; and (iii) have an educational concentration in

early childhood developnent or 40 contact hours of

pr of essi onal educati on or continuing education in

birth-to-3 eval uati on and treat nent.

(3) Parent liaisons. A parent liaison shall be the

parent or quardian of a child with special needs.

(e) Evaluation, assessnent and participation in the

initial developnent of individualized famly service plans.

Effective 12 nonths after the effective date of this

anendatory Act of the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly, no credential ed

speci ali st may conduct an evaluation or assessnent of a child

for purposes of developing an individualized fanmly service

plan or may serve as a menber of t he initial

mul tidisciplinary team devel opi ng that plan, unless she or he

has net the requirenents of subsection (c) or (d) of this

Section that are appropriate to his or her discipline.

(f) To create incentives for reaching fully credential ed

status, the | ead agency nay, subject to available funds, if

cost savings are achieved through the program changes

required under this anendatory Act of the 92nd GCeneral

Assenbly, and if federal financial participation is not

j eopardi zed, enhance or increase the rates f or early

intervention services that are provided by fully credential ed

speci al i sts.

(g) Associate level credentialing. An i ndividual nay
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provide early intervention services under the supervision of

a fully credentialed specialist if the individual: (A has

(i) a physical therapist assistant license or a bachelors

deqgree in physical therapy, (ii) a certified occupational

t herapy assistant |icense or bachel ors degree in occupational

therapy, (iii) a bachelors deqr ee in speech-| anguage

patholoqy, (iv) current enrollnent in a supervised graduate

internship social work, (v) current enr ol | nent in a

supervi sed graduate internship social work, (vi) current

enrollnent in a supervised graduate internship psychol ogy

program or (vii) for devel opnental therapy, an associ ates

degree in a human services field and one yvear of experience

in wor Ki ng W th children from birth to age 5 wth

devel opnental disabilities; and (B) neets other pediatric

training and experience requirenents as the | ead agency nay

(h) Provisional credentialing. An_individual nmay be

provisionally <credentialed as an credential ed specialist for

no nore than 24 nonths if he or she has not net the

requi renents of subsection (c) or (d) relevant to his or her

discipline for which credentialing is sought, i f t he

applicant can show that those requirenents will be net in

full wthin those 24 nonths. During those 24 nonths, the

i ndi vi dual may work only under the direction and supervisSion

of an individual who is a fully credential ed speciali st

within the sane specialty area or areas as the individua

who i s provi di ng services on a provisional basis. This

direction and supervision nust include, at a mninum the

CcoO-Si gnature of the supervising specialist on progress

reports, treatnent recommendations, and clains of t he

individual who is providing services on a provisional basis.

An individual who is provisionally credentialed shall submt

docunentation at the point of enroll nent and every 6 npnths

thereafter of the specific steps he or she is taking to neet
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the requirenents of this Section, and shall set forth the

nature of the supervision and the nane or nanes of the

credenti al ed specialist or specialists supervising his or her

wor k with children enrolled in the early intervention

(i) Newenrollees. An individual who seeks to enroll as

a fully credentialed specialist on or after the effective

date of this anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly

shall neet the requirenents of subsection (c) or (d) of this

Section that are relevant to that discipline at the tine of

his or her application for enroll nent, or shall nmeet the

requi renents necessary for provisional enrollnment as an

associ ate credenti al ed speciali st.

(j) Currently enrolled credentialed specialists. An

individual who is enrolled by the |lead agency as a fully

credenti aled specialist within his or her discipline under

the requirenents of the | ead agency as of the effective date

of this anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly shal

meet the requirements of subsection (c¢) or (d) of this

Section that are relevant to that discipline within 24 nponths

of that effective date, and during that 24 nonths the

i ndi vi dual may supervise provisionally enroll ed associ ates so

long as they had net the credentialing requirenents as of the

effective date of this anendatory Act of the 92nd Genera

Assenbly. An individual who is enrolled by the |ead agency

as a provisionally enrolled associate wthin his or her

di scipline under the requirenents of the lead agency as of

the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 92nd Gener al

Assenbly shall meet the higher education and 1icensing

requi renents of subsection (c) or (d) relative to his or her

discipline within 12 nonths after the effective date of this

anendatory Act of the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly, and shall neet

the remaining requirenents of subsection (c) or (d)

appropriate to the discipline within 24 nonths after that
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effecti ve date.

(k) Continuing education. To naintain enrollnent as a

credenti al ed specialist, the individual nust certify, every 3

vears, that he or she has conpleted no less than 20

addi ti onal cont act hour s of continuing education in

birth-to-3 eval uati on and treat nent. Payment of the costs of

continui ng educati on shall be the responsibility of the

credenti al ed speci ali st.

(1) Wivers. The | ead agency shal | establish

procedures, by rule, that allow for the consideration and

approval of regional waivers of the requirenents of this

Section related to birth-to-3 pr of essi onal educati on,

birth-to-3 pediatric experience, continuing education, and,

in the case of service coordinators and devel opnent al

t herapi sts, the bachelors degree requirenent. The wai ver nay

also allow designated services to be provided by assistants

and graduate students who would have been authorized to

provi de services before the effective date of this anendatory

Act of the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly so |l ong as they work under

the supervision of fully credenti al ed and i censed

i ndi vi dual s, as provided wunder subsection (f) of this

Section. The waiver shall be developed in conjunction wth

the regional intake entity and the | ocal inter-agency counci

on early intervention. A waiver nay be granted only upon a

showing that there is an insufficient nunber of fully

credential ed specialists to neet the demand for tinely early

intervention services in a particular region. A waiver shal

specify what areas of specialty are covered by the waiver,

t he geographic reach of the waiver, the specific requirenents

being waived, and the length of tine of the waiver. No

wai ver may be granted for nore than 2 vears, but a waiver nmay

be renewed after its 2-year or shorter expiration date upon a

showi ng that all reasonabl e steps have been taken to increase

the supply of fully credentialed specialists and that the
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wai ver continues to be necessary to avoid waiting lists for

services. The waiver nust set forth a detailed plan to neet

all the requirenents of this Section before the expirati on of

t he wai ver.".



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


