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AN ACT concerni ng taxes.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Property Tax Code is anended by changi ng
Sections 15-170, 20-15, and 21-30 as foll ows:

(35 ILCS 200/ 15-170)

Sec. 15-170. Senior Ctizens Honmestead Exenption. An
annual honestead exenption |imted, except as described here
with relation to cooperatives, to a maxinmum reduction set
forth below from the property's value, as equalized or
assessed by the Departnent, is granted for property that s
occupied as a residence by a person 65 years of age or ol der
who is liable for paying real estate taxes on the property
and is an owner of record of the property or has a | egal or
equitable interest therein as evidenced by a witten
instrunment, except for a |easehold interest, other than a
| easehol d interest of land on which a single famly residence
is located, which is occupied as a residence by a person 65
years or older who has an ownership interest therein, |egal
equitable or as a |l essee, and on which he or she 1is |Iiable
for the paynent of property taxes. The maxi mum reduction
shall be $2,500 in counties wth 3, 000, 000 or nor e
i nhabitants and $2,000 in all other counties. For |and
i nproved with an apartnment buil ding owmed and operated as a
cooperative or a building which is a life care facility which
shal | be considered to be a cooperative, the naximm
reduction fromthe value of the property, as equalized by the
Department, shall be nmultiplied by the nunber of apartnents
or units occupied by a person 65 years of age or older who is
liable, by contract with the owner or owners of record, for

payi ng property taxes on the property and is an owner of
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record of a legal or equitable interest in the cooperative
apartnment building, other than a |easehold interest. In a
cooperative where a honestead exenption has been granted,
t he cooperative association or its managenent firm shal
credit the savings resulting fromthat exenption only to the
apportioned tax liability of the owner who qualified for the
exenption. Any person who willfully refuses to so credit the
savings shall be guilty of a Cass B m sdeneanor. Under this
Section and Section 15-175, "life <care facility" neans a
facility as defined in Section 2 of the Life Care Facilities
Act, with which the applicant for the honestead exenption has
alife care contract as defined in that Act, which requires
the applicant to pay property taxes.

When a honestead exenption has been granted under this
Section and the person qualifying subsequently becones a
resident of a facility licensed under the Nursing Hone Care
Act, the exenption shall continue so long as the residence
continues to be occupied by the qualifying person's spouse if
the spouse 1is 65 years of age or older, or if the residence
remai ns unoccupi ed but is still owned by the person qualified
for the honmestead exenption.

A person who will be 65 years of age during the current
assessnment year shall be eligible to apply for the honestead
exenption during that assessnment year. Application shall be
made during the application period in effect for the county
of his residence.

The assessor or chief county assessnent officer may
determine the eligibility of alife care facility to receive
the benefits provided by this Section, by af fi davit,
appl i cation, vi sual i nspection, questionnaire or other
reasonabl e nmethods in order to insure that the tax savings
resulting from the exenption are credited by the managenent
firmto the apportioned tax Iliability of each qualifying

resident. The assessor may request reasonable proof that the
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managenent firmhas so credited the exenption

The chief county assessnment officer of each county with
}l ess-t han- 3; 000; 000- i nhabttants shall provide to each person
allowed a honestead exenption under this Section a formto
desi gnate any other person to receive a duplicate of any
notice of delinquency in the paynment of taxes assessed and
levied under this Code on the property of the person
receiving the exenption. The duplicate notice shall be in
addition to the notice required to be provided to the person
receiving the exenption, and shall be given in the manner
required by this Code. The person filing the request for the
duplicate notice shal | pay a fee of $5 to cover
adm nistrative costs to the supervisor of assessnents, who
shall then file the executed designation with the county
collector. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this Code
to the contrary, the filing of such an executed designation
requires the county collector to provide duplicate notices as
i ndi cated by the designation. A designation may be rescinded
by the person who executed such designation at any tinme, in
the manner and formrequired by the chief county assessnent
of ficer.

The assessor or chief county assessnent officer may
determine the eligibility of residential property to receive
the honmestead exenption provided by this Section by
appl i cation, vi sual i nspection, questionnaire or other
reasonabl e net hods. The determnation shall be nmade in
accordance with guidelines established by the Departnent.

In counties wth Iless than 3,000,000 inhabitants, the
county board nmay by resolution provide that if a person has
been granted a honestead exenption under this Section, the
person qualifying need not reapply for the exenption.

In counties with | ess than 3,000,000 inhabitants, if the
assessor or chief county assessnent officer requires annual

application for verification of eligibility for an exenption
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once granted under this Section, the application shall be
mai |l ed to the taxpayer.

The assessor or chief county assessnent officer shal
notify each person who qualifies for an exenption under this
Section that the person may also qualify for deferral of rea
estate taxes under the Senior Citizens Real Estate Tax
Deferral Act. The notice shall set forth the qualifications
needed for deferral of real estate taxes, the address and
t el ephone nunber of county collector, and a statenent that
applications for deferral of real estate taxes may be
obtained fromthe county collector.

(Source: P.A 89-412, eff. 11-17-95; 90-471, eff. 8-17-97.)

(35 ILCS 200/ 20-15)

Sec. 20-15. Information on bill or separate statenent.
There shall be printed on each bill, or on a separate slip
whi ch shall be mailed with the bill

(a) a statenment itemzing the rate at which taxes
have been extended for each of the taxing districts in
the county in whose district the property is |ocated, and
in those counties utilizing electronic data processing
equi pnent the dollar anmount of tax due fromthe person
assessed all ocable to each of those taxing districts,
including a separate statenent of the dollar anount of
tax due which is allocable to a tax Ilevied under the

Illinois Local Library Act or to any other tax |evied by

a nunicipality or township for public library purposes,

(b) a separate statenment for each of the taxing
districts of the dollar amunt of tax due which is
allocable to a tax levied under the Illinois Pension Code
or to any other tax levied by a nunicipality or township
for public pension or retirenent purposes,

(c) the total tax rate,

(d) the total anobunt of tax due, and
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(d-5) the ampunt of any delinquent tax due on the

property, and

(e) the anobunt by which the total tax and the tax
allocable to each taxing district differs from the
taxpayer's last prior tax bill.

The county treasurer shall ensure that only those taxing
districts in which a parcel of property is |ocated shall be
listed on the bill for that property.

In all counties the statenent shall al so provide:

(1) the property index nunber or other suitable
descri ption,

(2) the assessnent of the property,

(3) the equalization factors inposed by the county
and by the Departnent, and

(4) the -equalized assessnent resulting fromthe
application of the equalization factors to the basic
assessnent .

In all counties which do not classify property for
pur poses of taxation, for property on which a single famly
residence is situated the statement shall also include a
statenent to reflect the fair cash value determned for the
property. In all counties which classify property for
pur poses of taxation in accordance with Section 4 of Article
I X of the Illinois Constitution, for parcels of residential
property in the |owest assessnent cl assification t he
statenment shall also include a statenent to reflect the fair
cash value determ ned for the property.

In all counties, the statenent shall include information
that certain taxpayers my be eligible for the Senior
Ctizens and D sabled Persons Property Tax Relief and
Phar maceutical Assistance Act and that applications are
available fromthe Illinois Departnent of Revenue.

In counties which use the estimated or accelerated

billing nmethods, these statenents shall only be provided with
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the final installnent of taxes due. The provisions of this
Section create a mandatory statutory duty. They are not
merely directory or discretionary. The failure or neglect of
the collector to mail the bill, or the failure of the
taxpayer to receive the bill, shall not affect the wvalidity
of any tax, or the liability for the paynment of any tax.

(Source: P.A 91-699, eff. 1-1-01.)

(35 I LCS 200/ 21- 30)

Sec. 21-30. Accelerated billing. Except as provided in
this Section and Section 21-40, in counties with 3,000,000 or
nmore inhabitants, by January 31 annually, estinmated tax bills
setting out the first installnment of property taxes for the
preceding year, payable in that year, shall be prepared and
mai l ed. The first installnent of taxes on the estimated tax

bills shall be conputed at 50% of the total of the anpunt of

property taxes actually owed in each--tax--bitt--for the

preceding vyear, taking into consideration any reductions

approved by the board of review, the Property Tax Appeal

Board, or a court by Decenber 31 of the preceding year as a

result of appeals or for any other reason. By June 30

annually, actual tax bills shall be prepared and nail ed.
These bills shall set out total taxes due and the anount of
estimated taxes billed in the first installnment, and shal
state the bal ance of taxes due for that year as represented
by the sumderived fromsubtracting the amount of the first
installment fromthe total taxes due for that year

The county board may provide by ordinance, 1in counties
with 3,000,000 or nore inhabitants, for taxes to be paid in 4
i nstal | nents. For the levy year for which the ordinance is
first effective and each subsequent year, estimated tax bills
setting out the first, second, and third install nment of taxes
for the preceding year, payable in that year, shall be

prepared and nmiled not later than the date specified by
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ordi nance. Each installnment on estimated tax bills shall be
conputed at 25% of the total of each tax bill for the
preceding year. By the date specified in the ordinance,
actual tax bills shall be prepared and mailed. These bills
shall set out total taxes due and the amount of estimted
taxes billed in the first, second, and third install nents and
shall state the balance of taxes due for that year as
represented by the sumderived fromsubtracting the anmount of
the estimated installnments fromthe total taxes due for that
year.

The county board of any county with | ess than 3, 000, 000
i nhabitants may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt an
accelerated nmethod of tax billing. The county board may
subsequently rescind the ordi nance or resolution and revert
to the method otherwi se provided for in this Code.

Taxes levied on honestead property in which a nmenber of
the National Guard or reserves of the arned forces of the
United States who was called to active duty on or after
August 1, 1990, and who has an ownership interest shall not
be deened delinquent and no interest shall accrue or be
charged as a penalty on such taxes due and payable in 1991 or
1992 until one year after that nenber returns to civilian
st at us.

(Source: P.A 87-17; 87-340; 87-895; 88-455.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect

January 1, 2002.
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