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AN ACT with regard to hi gher educati on st udent

assi st ance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The H gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by changing Section 40 as foll ows:

(110 | LCS 947/ 40)

Sec. 40. Veteran grant.

(a) Any person who served in the arned forces of the
United States, not including mnenbers of the Student Arny
Training Corps, who at the tine of entering service was an
IIlinois resident or was an Illinois resident within 6 nonths
of entering such service, and who returned to Illinois within
6 months after leaving service or, if married to a person in
continued mlitary service stationed outside Illinois, within
6 months after his or her spouse has |l eft service or has been
stati oned within Illinois, and who has been honorably
di scharged from such service, and who possesses all necessary
entrance requirenents shall, except as otherwi se provided 1in
this Act, wupon application and proper proof, be awarded an
II'linois Veteran Grant consisting of the equivalent of 4
cal endar years of full-time enrollment, including sumrer
terms, to the State-controlled college or university or
comunity college of his choice. Such veterans shall al so be
entitled, upon proper proof and application, to enroll in any
extension course offered by a State-controlled college or
university or community college wthout the paynent of
tuition or fees.

Any veteran who so served, and who, at the tinme of
entering such service, was a student at a State-controlled

college or wuniversity or comunity college, and who was
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honorably discharged from such servi ce, shal |, upon
application and proper proof be awarded a Veteran G ant
entitling him to conplete his course of study at any
State-controlled college or university or comunity college
of his choice, but shall not be entitled to a grant
consi sting of nore than the equival ent of 4 cal endar years of
full-time enroll ment including sumrer sessions.

Any nmenber of the arned forces of the United States who
either (i) has served in such arned forces at |east one year
or (ii) has served in the arnmed forces of the United States
for less than one year in a tinme of hostilities in a foreign
country, and who would be qualified for a grant under this
Section if he had been discharged from such service shall be
eligible to receive a Veteran G ant under this Section.

The hol der of a Veteran Gant to the State-controlled
college or wuniversity or community college of his choice as
aut hori zed under this Section shall not be required to pay
any matriculation or application fees, tuition, activities
fees, graduation fees, or other fees except nmnultipurpose
building fees or simlar fees for supplies and materi al s.

Any veteran who has been or shall be awarded a Veteran
Grant shall be reinbursed by the appropriate col | ege,
university, or comunity college for any fees which he has
paid and for which exenption is granted under this Section,
if application for reinbursenment is nmade wthin 2 nonths
follow ng the school termfor which the fees were paid.

A Veteran Grant shall be considered an entitlenent which
the State-controlled college or university or comrunity
college in which the holder is enrolled shall honor wthout
any condition other than the holder's maintenance of m ni num
grade levels and a satisfactory student | oan repaynent record
pursuant to subsection (c) of Section 20.

A grant authorized wunder this Section shall not be

awarded to veterans who received a discharge from the arned
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forces of the United States under dishonorable conditions, or
to any veteran whose service with the arned forces was for
| ess than one year unless he received an honorabl e discharge
from such service for nedical reasons directly connected with
such service, except for those veterans discharged prior to
August 11, 1967 whose service may be for |ess than one year,
and except for those veterans (i) who serve in the arned
forces of the United States for | ess than one year in a tine
of hostilities in a foreign country and (ii) who receive an
honor abl e di schar ge.

The amounts that become due to any State-controlled
college or university or community college shall be payable
by the Conptroller to that institution on vouchers approved
by the Comm ssi on. The Commission, or its designated
representative at that institution, shall determne the
eligibility of the persons who nake application for the
benefits provided for in this Section. The Departnent of
Veterans' Affairs shall assist the Comm ssion in determning
the eligibility of applicants. On July 29, 1986, the
II'linois Departnment of Veterans' Affairs shall transfer and
deliver to the Commssion all books, records, papers,
docunents, applications and pending business in any way
pertaining to the duties, responsibilities and authority
t heretof ore exercised or perfornmed by the Illinois Departnent
of Veterans' Affairs under and pursuant to Section 4.1 of the
Departnent of Veterans Affairs Act.

The Dbenefits provided for in this Section shall be
available as long as the federal gover nnent provi des
educational Dbenefits to veterans. No benefits shall be paid
under this Section, except for veterans who already have
begun their education wunder this Section, after 6 nonths
followng the term nation of educational benefits to veterans
by the federal governnent. If the federal gover nnent

term nates educati onal benefits to veterans and at a | ater
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time resunes those benefits, the benefits of this Section
shal | resune.

As used in this Section, "tinme of hostilities in a
foreign country" neans any action by the arned forces of the
United States that 1is recognized by the issuance of a
Presidential proclamation or a Presidential executive order
and in which the arnmed forces expeditionary nedal or other
canpai gn service nedals are awarded according to Presidenti al
executive order.

(b) If a veteran (i) served in the arned forces of the

United States on or after January 1, 1962, (ii) was eliqgible

to receive a Veteran Grant under this Section, and (iii) did

not wuse and does not intend to use the Veteran Gant for the

full equivalent of 4 calendar years of full-tine enroll nment,

including summer terns, then a natural or adopted child of

that veteran may use the unused portion of that anpunt, upon

application and subject to the requirenents established under

this subsection (b). More than one child of the veteran nay

share the unused portion by dividing the unused porti on anbpng

t hensel ves.

The child is entitled to the sane benefits provided to

veterans under this Section if the child neets all of the

foll owi ng requirenents:

(1) The child is below the age of 26 years.

(2) The child is a resident of this State.

(3) The <child possesses all of the necessary

entrance requirenents.

(4) The <child maintains the same mninum grade

| evel s and satisfactory student |oan repaynent record

that a veteran who is awarded a Veteran G ant nust

mai nt ai n.

The Conm ssion nay adopt any rules necessary to inpl enent

and adnini ster this subsection (b).

(Source: P.A 90-752, eff. 8-14-98; 91-496, eff. 8-13-99.)
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Secti on 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2002.
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