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To the Honor abl e Menbers of
The Illinois Senate
92nd General Assenbly

Today, | am approving Senate Bill 62, a bill which
bel i eve will strengthen communication between [I1linois'
wor kers and busi ness owners.

Senate Bill 62 staturorily establishes the State of

I11inois Depart ment of Enpl oyment Security's role in
pronoting enpl oyers' responsibilities related to potential
pl ant cl osi ngs.

The federal Wrker Adjustment and Retraining Notification
Act --commonly known as the WARN Act--requires an enpl oyer of
100 or nore workers to give a mninmum sixty-day "WARN notice"
anytime that enployer reduces his workforce by fifty workers
or nore. It seens only fair that workers have sone advance
notice that their jobs are being el i m nat ed and nmy
adm ni stration strongly supports the WARN Act.

Wile the vast mpjority of enployers in Illinois conply
with the WARN Act, fromtinme to tine an enployer doesn't
follow the rules, and unnecessary consternation and confusi on
results. Addi tionally, when WARN notices are not filed with
the State of Illinois, our Rapid Response Unit, a unit within
t he Departnent of Enploynent Security, is hindered in its
effort to provide imrediate services to the affected
wor kers--identifying training and retraining services that
help increase the likelihood that workers will find new jobs
sooner rather than later.

| believe those enployers violating the WARN Act do so
nore out of lack of know edge than anything else. Under the

provi sions of Senate Bill 62, the Departnment of Enploynent
Security wll send annual rem nders to enployers of 100 or
nmore (al nost 7,000 statewide) remnding them of +the Act's
requirenents. | am confident this legislation will help

el i m nat e what ever confusion exists, and assure our workers
have sufficient information on which to nake decisions
affecting thenselves and their famlies.

Senate Bill 62 is a reasoned approach to hel ping assure
t hat when maj or enpl oyers close their doors, workers know it,
and know their options. It is with pride that | affix ny
signature and approve Senate Bill 62.

Si ncerely,
CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR
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