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AN ACT to anmend the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of

Marriage Act by changi ng Sections 202 and 203.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The |Illinois Marriage and D ssolution of
Marriage Act is anmended by changi ng Sections 202 and 203 as

foll ows:

(750 ILCS 5/202) (from Ch. 40, par. 202)

Sec. 202. Marriage License and Marriage Certificate.)

(a) The Director of Public Health shall prescribe the
form for an application for a marriage |license, which shal
include the follow ng information:

(1) nane, sex, occupation, address, social security
nunber, date and place of birth of each party to the
proposed narri age;

(2) if either party was previously married, his
name, and the date, place and court in which the marriage
was di ssolved or declared invalid or the date and place
of death of the fornmer spouse;

(3) nane and address of the parents or guardi an of
each party; and

(4) whether the parties are related to each other
and, if so, their relationship; and-

(5) whether or not the parties have received the

m ni num pre-narital educati on.

(b) The Director of Public Health shall prescribe the
forms for the marriage |license, the marriage certificate, the

af fidavit as to conpletion of the mnimm pre-narital

educati on, and, when necessary, the consent to nmarri age.

(Source: P.A 80-923.)
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(750 | LCS 5/203) (from Ch. 40, par. 203)

Sec. 203. License to Marry.

(a) Wien a nmarriage application has been conpleted and
signed by both parties to a prospective marriage and both
parties have appeared before the county clerk and the
marriage |license fee has been paid, the county clerk shal
issue a license to marry and a marriage certificate form upon
bei ng furni shed:

(1) satisfactory proof that each party to the
marriage wll have attained the age of 18 years at the
time the marriage license is effective or wll have
attained the age of 16 years and has either the consent
to the marriage of both parents or his guardian or
judicial approval; provided, if one parent cannot be
| ocated in order to obtain such consent and diligent
efforts have been nmade to locate that parent by the
consenting parent, then the consent of one parent plus a
signed affidavit by the consenting parent which (i) nanes
the absent parent and states that he or she cannot be
| ocated, and (ii) states what diligent efforts have been
made to |ocate the absent parent, shall have the effect
of both parents' consent for purposes of this Section;

(2) satisfactory proof that the marriage is not
prohi bited; and

(3) an af fi davit or record as prescribed in
subparagraph (1) of Section 205 or a court order as
prescri bed in subparagraph (2) of Section 205, if
appl i cabl e.

(b) If the parties to a prospective marriage submt to

the county clerk a pre-marital education affidavit executed

in accordance with this subsection (b) and the parties have

conplied with the applicable requirenents of subsection (a),

the county clerk shall issue a license to narry wthout

del ay. If the parties have conplied wth the applicable
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requi renents of subsection (a) but do not subm t a

pre-marital education affidavit executed in accordance with

this subsection (b), the county clerk shall issue a |license

to marry 60 days after the date an application for a narri age

license is submtted; however, if the parties subnt a

pre-marital education affidavit issued in accordance wth

this subsection (b) during that 60-day period, the county

clerk shall then issue a license to narry wthout further

The parties to a prospective narriage shall execute a

pre-narital education affidavit after they compl ete a

pre-narital education program consisting of a mininmumof 4

hours focusing on communication, conflict resolution, and

other relationship skills and conducted by a behavi oral

health professional or an official representative of a

religious institution. The pre-nmarital education affidavit

shall state that the parties to a prospective marri age have

conpleted the pre-nmarital education program requirenents of

this subsecti on (b). If either of the parties to a

prospective nmarriage is under 18 years of age and

unemanci pated, one parent or |egal quardi an of each party

shall also execute the pre-marital education affidavit.

Pre-marital education prograns for mnors shall i ncl ude

counseling on mnors and marriage and on extended famly

rol es. Each pre-nmarital education program provider shal

establish a sliding fee schedule that accompbdates fanilies

of wvarious financial means and shall provide services on a

pro bono basis where appropriate. As used in this subsection

(b), "behavioral health professional" neans a person |licensed

as a clinical psychol ogi st under the dinical Psychol oqi st

Li censing Act, licensed as a social worker or clinical social

worker under the dinical Social Wrk and Social Wrk

Practice Act, licensed as a narriage and fanily therapi st

under the Marriage and Famly Therapist Licensing Act,
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li censed as a physician under the Medical Practice Act of

1987 and practicing psychiatry, or licensed as a professional

counsel or or clinical pr of essi onal counsel or under the

Pr of essi onal Counsel or and i ni cal Pr of essi onal Counsel or

Li censi ng Act.

If the parties have not conpleted a pre-marital education

program but one of the parties is suffering from a

catastrophic illness or there is a | ate-stage pregnancy, the

parties nay Sso indicate in their affidavit and submt the

affidavit to the county clerk. If the parties subnit such an

affidavit and the parties have conplied with the applicable

requi renents of subsection (a), the county clerk shall issue

a license to marry w thout del ay.

(c) Wth each marriage |icense, the county clerk shal
provi de a panphl et describing the causes and effects of fetal
al cohol syndrone.

(Source: P.A 86-832;, 86-884; 86-1028.)
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