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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives wish to say farewell to Representative Rick

W nkel of the 103rd District; and

WHEREAS, Representative Wnkel is noving on to the

I[Ilinois Senate; and

WHEREAS, Representative Wnkel was born on Septenber 25,
1956 in Kankakee; he received his bachelor's degree in
Econom cs at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Chanpaign
in 1979; he then received his Law Degree in 1982, from DePaul
University College of Law at Chicago; he is a nenber of
Omcron Delta Epsilon, an economcs honorary, and Omcron
Del ta Kappa, a |eadership honorary, and is an Ednund J. Janes
Scholar; in addition, he is a life nmenber of the University
of Illinois Alumi Association and a nenber of the Alpha

Chapter, Al pha Gamma Rho Agricultural Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, Representative Wnkel was first elected to the
General Assenbly in 1994, after serving a little nore than
two years on the county board; his father, D ck, was Kankakee
County auditor for 29 vyears and instilled in hima strong
sense of public service; a junior year internship with US.
Representative George M OBrien in Washington, D.C, was
what really inspired Representative Wnkel to choose a career

in public service; and

WHEREAS, Representative Wnkel's main focus over eight
years has been on education; he is a past contributing editor
of the ABA Enpl oynent Law Publication and has concentrated on

civil litigation, enploynent |aw and em nent domain; and

WHEREAS, In 1995 Representative Wnkel received the
Qutstanding Freshnen Legislator of the Year award fromthe

[Ilinois Health Care Associ ati on; and
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VWHEREAS, In 1996, he received the Voice of Enployers
Award, 89th Ceneral Assenbly, The Managenent Associ ation of
I[1linois; Recognition for Exenplary Represent ati on and
Fri endshi p, Chanpai gn County Corn Gowers; Qutstanding
Freshnmen Legislator of the year, The Illinois Primary Health
Care Association; and Guardian of Small Business, National
Federation of |Independent Business; and was naned Activator,

Friend of Agriculture, Illinois Farm Bureau; and

VWHEREAS, In 1997, he received a Comunity Service Award
from the Illinois Park and Recreation Association and
I[1linois Association of Park Districts with the Chanpaign
County Forest Preserve District; he was al so awar ded
Recognition of Qutstanding Efforts on Behalf of Education
fromthe Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents of

School ; and

WHEREAS, In 1998, he again received the Qutstanding
Legi slator of the Year award for the 90th General Assenbly
from the University of Illinois Fire Fighters and the
Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois; Qutstanding Conm t nent
to the Programand its Students for the Regional Educational
Al ternatives for Developing Youth Program the CGovernor's
Community Leaders Award, Legislative Friend of Tourism
II'linois Governor's Conference on Tourism the |Illinois
Bureau of Tourism and Activator, Friend of Agriculture,

I[llinois Farm Bureau; and

WHEREAS, In 1999, the Illinois Association of Park
Districts naned him Qutstanding Legislator of the Year, the
II'linois Respite Coalition awarded him the Excellence in
Leadership Award, and he was al so nom nated for the Walter G

Tur ner AAESE Nati onal Educati on Award; and

WHEREAS, In 2000, he was again nom nated for the Walter
G Turner AAESE National Education Award, along wth the
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St udent Trust ee Vote Bill Commendation, University of
II'linois at U bana-Chanpaign |Illinois Student Governnent

Assenbly VI; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001, he recei ved awar ds i ncl udi ng:
Legi slator of the Year, Illinois Association of School Social
Wor ker s; and Enpl oyment Law Council of Illinois Jobs

Def ender; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to being elected to the General Assenbly,
Representative Wnkel was a forner partner of Harrington,
Porter and Wnkel, and counsel with Meyer, Capel, Hirschfeld,

Muncy, Jahn and Al deen; and

VWHEREAS, Representative W nkel has been supported
t hroughout his public and private life by his wfe, Debra,
and two children, Meghan and David; away from |aw and
politics, he enjoys reading, hiking, fishing, and watching

Fighting Illini football; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Representative Rick Wnkel on his new seat in

the Illinois Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Representative R ck Wnkel, along wth our

si ncere regards.
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