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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Lupus is a chronic, incurable autoi mune di sease
of unknown origin that mainly affects wonen of childbearing
age, is difficult to diagnose and causes severe, potentially

life-threatening organ danmage; and

WHEREAS, The Lupus Foundation of America estimtes that

1.4 mllion people in the U S. have a formof |upus; and

WHEREAS, Lupus causes the immune systemto attack the
body's healthy <cells and tissues producing skin damage,
r heumat oi d arthritis, I'ife-threatening i nflammation of
mul ti ple major organs, and a potentially fatal failure of the

renal, circulatory or central nervous systens; and

WHEREAS, Synptons include joint pain, rash, unusual |oss
of hair, unexplained fever, |ow blood counts, sensitivity to
the sun and fingers that turn pale or purple when exposed to

cold; and

WHEREAS, According to the Lupus Foundation of Anerica, a
survey of its nenbers revealed that nore than half of al
people with Jlupus suffered four or nore years and were
exam ned by three or nore doctors before obtaining a correct

di agnosi s; and

WHEREAS, According to the Center for Di sease Control and
Prevention, the nunber of |upus-related deaths between 1979
and 1988 increased dramatically; African American wonen, ages
45- 64, experienced a 70 percent increase, the |argest
increase anong all groups in the twenty years studied;

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the Director of the Illinois Departnment of Public

Health to inplenent a public education and outreach program


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE
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to raise awareness about the synptons and potentially
life-threatening effects of the disease |lupus; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be presented to

the Director of the Illinois Departnent of Public Health.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


