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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are honored to recogni ze notabl e achi evenents

in the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Meisenbach and his wife Kathy were
named as the first recipients of the Catholic Charities

"Spirit of Charity" award; and

WHEREAS, The Meisenbachs, 1long active in a variety of
area, Catholic and nedical charities, received the award from
Bi shop Joseph Inesch at a luncheon at the Catholic Charities

office at N. Schuyler Avenue in Kankakee; and

WHEREAS, Kathy Meisenbach was nanmed to the Catholic
Charities advisory board in 1991 and was president in 1996;
Dr. Meisenbach is known for his efforts in coordinating
gi vi ng anong physicians, contributing hinself, asking for

donations, and then thanking donors; and

WHEREAS, The Meisenbachs recently celebrated their 30th
weddi ng anni versary; they were high school sweethearts in
Reddi ck and coll ege sweethearts at the University of

[Ilinois; and

VVHEREAS, I n 1996, t he Mei senbachs wer e named

Humanitari ans of the Year by Provena St. Mary's Hospital; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Meisenbach becane determned to be a
cardiologist after watching his grandfather suffer from
angina, a condition so severe that he had to t ake
nitroglycerin just to watch an exciting cowboy show on
tel evision; when he finished nedical school, he was offered a
job in Hawaii, but the Meisenbachs decided to cone back to
Kankakee County; Dr. Meisenbach's reputation for care of the
area's indigent and el der popul ati on has been unselfish and

limtless; and
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VWHEREAS, Catholic Charities, a United WAy charity, serves
people of all faiths; prograns that Catholic Charities
sponsor include, Retired Senior Volunteers, which provides
help to many other activities, including Hospice, Meals on
Weel s, and the Red Cross, counseling on martial, parenting,
di vorce, and other famly issues, and maternity services,
including counseling, nedical care and help with adoption,
coordination of adoption, and foster care; addi ti onal
services include, transitional housing for the honeless, a
Back to School fair to provide school supplies for needy
children, noney managenent classes and help for the disabled
or senior citizens, a Senior Conmpanion program that visits
adults, 60 and over, who cannot get out, and an El der Abuse

and Negl ect reporting station; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Dr. Joseph Meisenbach and his wfe Kathy on
being nanmed as the first recipients of t he Cat hol i c

Charities' "Spirit of Charity" award; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Joseph Mei senbach and Kathy Mei senbach as an

expression of our esteem
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