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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The Capital Litigation Trust Fund was created by
the Capital Crines Litigation Act, which was developed to
pronote fairness in the prosecution and defense of capital

crimes within the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, The Capital Litigation Trust Fund is a special
fund in the State Treasury, adm nistered by the Treasurer, to
provi de noneys for conpensation and expenses to be paid for
the prosecution and defense of capital crinmes throughout the

State of Illinois beginning on January 1, 2000; and

WHEREAS, Illinois' crimnal justice systemis founded on
fairness in procedural safeguards for both the prosecution
and defense, which is dependent on respect and adherence of

procedures established since August 26, 1818; and

WHEREAS, The defendant, Cecil Sutherland, was tried and
convi cted by jury in 1989 for aggravated ki dnapping,
aggravated crimnal sexual assault, and three counts of

mur der; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 16, 2001, the Illinois Supreme Court
rendered the decision to allow Sutherland a new trial because
of inadequate defense and because the prosecution oversold

its case to the jury; and

WHEREAS, The original retrial date of Cecil Sutherland
was May 22, 2001 and has been del ayed so many nonths with the
defense counsel, John Paul Carroll of Connecticut and Sharon
Costa of Illinois, raising nunmerous procedural objections

with little nerit; and

VWHEREAS, Defense counsel may have caused inproper and
unwar rant ed del ays thereby causing the inproper expenditures
of noneys fromthe Capital Litigation Trust Fund during the

retrial pr oceedi ngs of Ceci | Sut her | and totaling
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approxi mately $430, 310 to date; and

VWHEREAS, Defense counsel initially offered to represent

the defendant on a pro bono basis; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
pursuant to the Illinois State Auditing Act, the Illinois
House of Representatives directs the Auditor GCeneral to
conduct an audit of expenditures of the Capital Litigation
Trust Fund regarding the People v. Sutherland capital crines

retrial; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Auditor GCeneral shall report his
findings to the Illinois General Assenbly by My 31, 2003;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this preanble and
resolution be presented to the Auditor GCeneral and the

Tr easurer.
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