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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are saddened to |earn of the death of Roy M
Chappel | of Chicago, who passed away Septenber 22, 2002 at

t he age of 81; and

WHEREAS, M. Chappell was a native of WIIiansburg,
Kent ucky, and graduated from Monroe High School in Monroe,
M chigan in the top 10% of his graduating class; he lettered
in football and track; he was the only African-Anmerican in
his high school graduation class of 250 students; he then
attended Kentucky State Coll ege where he was an Honor Rol
student, President of his sophonore and junior classes, 1st
President of the Kentucky State Co-Op Association, on the
Wio's Who List in his junior year, and the Mdst Versatile

Student in his junior year; and

WHEREAS, M. Chappell left college to serve his country
in Wrld War Il where he becane a nenber of the Tuskegee
Airmen, the first African-Anmerican aviator unit in Wrld Wr
I1; he was in Tuskegee Pilot Training Cass 44-D; he
graduated from Navigation School at Hondo, Texas in C ass
4411-9B and was conm ssioned a Second Li eut enant; he
graduated from Mdland, Texas Bonbardier School in C ass
454B; and he served at Godman Field in the 477th Bonbardnent
Goup and at Freeman Field, where he participated in the
"Freeman Field Mitiny" during which 104 African-Anmerican
officers protested wunequal treatnent by the mlitary by
attenpting to enter a "whites only" officers' club; by doing
so, he risked his own freedomfor the future advancenent of
others; he received a Letter of Reprimand on his record that
was only expunged 50 years |later by Presidential Oder; the
Freeman Field Mutiny is widely credited with creating the
pressure t hat eventual | y ended al | official racial

discrimnation in the mlitary; and
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WHEREAS, After his World War Il service, M. Chappel
gr aduat ed from Roosevelt University in Chicago wth a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology; he worked as
supervisor of a postal unit; he was an educator for thirty
years, teaching grades 3-8, Special Education and Counsel i ng;
he was also Assistant Principal of Carnegie School in

Chi cago; he retired fromthe Board of Education in 1985; and

WHEREAS, M. Chappell was the longtinme President of
Chi cago's Tuskegee Airnmen "DODO' Chapter; he received the
hi ghest award ever given a Tuskegee Airman, the Noel Parrish
Anward and the National President's Award (no one had ever
received those two awards at the sanme tine); the period of
\V/ g Chappell's |eadership saw great anounts raised in
contributions and grants for the prograns of Tuskegee Airnen,
Inc.; he was Governor of the National H story Miseum for

seven years; and

WHEREAS, M. Chappell's many civic awards included the
Humanitarian Award for Young Eagles Program from the
Experimental Aircraft Association in 2002; the National
Leadership Award from Phillips Petroleum Conpany at the EEA
Air Venture Convention at Oshkosh, Wsconsin in 2001; and the
Merrill C. Meigs Spirit of Flight Award for 2002 for
"Preserving and I nproving the Endangered Lakefront Airport";

and

WHEREAS, M. Chappell's many civic activities included
service as: Chairman of the Board of the Friends of Meigs
Fi el d; nmenber of the Burnside Local School Council; Treasurer
of the Block Cub; Superintendent of Sunday School for ten
years; Teacher of Sunday School for twenty years; and nenber

of the Chesterfield Community Council; and

WHEREAS, Roy M Chappell w Il be deeply m ssed by al

t hose who knew and | oved him especially his wife, Dr. Lucy
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Lang- Chappel | ; his daughters, Camlle Chappell-Johnson and
Kat hy Chappel | ; and his grandchil dren, Rashid Johnson, Kahi

Johnson, and Anmirah Johnson; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along with all those who knew him and |oved him

t he passing of Roy M Chappell; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Roy M Chappell wth our sincere

condol ences.
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