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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are honored to recogni ze the career of one of

their own; and

WHEREAS, Representative Mary Lou Cowishawis retiring
fromher duties in the Illinois House of Representatives; she
has represented the Naperville area in the Illinois House of
Representatives for 10 consecutive terns, nearly 20 years;
the 41st District, which she serves, includes nearly all of
DuPage County's Naperville Township and a part of Lisle
Township as well, thereby including nost of the city of

Naperville; and

VWHEREAS, Currently Representative Cowlishaw is the
ranki ng Republican nenber of +the House El enentary and
Secondary Education Commttee and a nenber of the House
Public UWUilities Commttee, the House Hi gher Educati on
Appropriations Conmttee, the Mental Health and Patient Abuse
Commttee, the Electric Uility Deregulation Conmttee, and
the Select Coonmittee on Aging; she is also a nenber of the
Tel ecommuni cations Task Force of the American Legislative
Exchange Council, the chairman of the W nen's Agenda Task
Force, which was created by the House Republican Policy
Committee, and recently served as chairman of the Education
Committee of +the National Conference of State Legislatures
and as a conmssioner from Illinois on the Educati on
Comm ssion of States; she is also a nenber of the National
Education Goals Panel created by the National Governor's
Association and has served as past chairman of the NCSL

Educati on Comm ttee; and

WHEREAS, Representative Cowlishaw is a nenber of nunerous
organi zations, including the National Conference of State

Legi sl atures, t he Nat i onal Republ i can Legi sl ators
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Association, the Anerican Legislative Exchange Council, the
University of Illinois Alumi Association, the National

Federation of Republican Wnen, the Naperville Heritage
Society, the Naperville Humane Society, the Conservation
Foundation of DuPage County, the League of Wnen Voters of
Naperville, the Fort Payne Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, and the Descendents of the Mayfl ower;
she is the Republican Precinct Commtteenman of Precinct 28,
Naperville Township, DuPage County, the foundi ng nenber and
former president of the Naperville Republican Wnen's Cub

and a board nenber of the Lisle School District 202
Foundation; she serves on the Advisory Board of Famly
Shelter Service and the Board of CGovernors of the Lincoln
Series for Excellence in Public Service, the Advisory Board
of St. Patrick's Residence, the DuPage Senior Citizens
Council, the DuKane Valley Council, the Board of Directors of
the Corridor Partnership for Excellence in Education, and the
Feder al Rel ations Network of the National School Boards
Associ ation; she sponsored |legislation that created and now
serves on the Board of the Illinois Conmunity and Residenti al

Services Authority; in addition, she is a |longtine nenber of

Community United Methodi st Church in Naperville; and

VWHEREAS, Her service in the Illinois legislature itself
has been sonething of a third career; Representative
Cow i shaw served on the Board of School District 203 from
1972 to 1983 and was also a staffer for the Naperville Sun
for several years; she has authored a regular colum,
"Prairie House Report", in the nature of a conmunique from
her present position and was the author of a book, catal ogued
in the Library of Congress, about the history of the

Napervill e Minicipal Band; and

WHEREAS, As a |legislator, Representative Cow i shaw has

recei ved many honors, resulting in no small part from her


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

[
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

- 3- LRB9217643RHr h

dedication to the advancenent of education in Illinois; she
was a key legislative leader in establishing the 1llinois
Mat hematics and Science Acadeny in 1985 and has been a
st eadf ast supporter of the school every since; she has been a
strong advocate for education and has chanpi oned innovative
approaches to increase student |earning, increase teacher
quality, and expand access to teaching in mathematics and
science; she has also led efforts to inprove funding for
gifted education throughout the State of Illinois and has
rai sed awareness of the need and value of gifted education

prograns; and

WHEREAS, Representative Cow i shaw has al so been an active
menber of the National Education Goals Panel since 1997 and
was recently honored by the National Conference of State
Legi slatures for her steadfast and exenplary support for
educational excellence, access, and equity on behalf of
students in Illinois and across the nation; she has
chanpi oned education reformefforts and has served on several
| ocal and national education commttees; in addition, she has
crafted nmuch of the Chicago public school reformlegislation;

and

WHEREAS, Representative Cow ishaw was nanmed the Illinois
Legi sl ator of the Year in 1994, won four Colden Apple Awards
from the Illinois Association of School Boards, and has been
the recipient of nore than two dozen other awards from State

and |ocal governnental agencies and civic groups, including

the State Board of Education, the Illinois Community Coll ege
Tr ust ees Associ ati on, and the Illinois Association of
Regi onal Superintendents of Schools; in 1997, Naperville

School District 204 gave her a singular honor by nam ng a new
school for her; she was also the winner of a first place
annual award for investigative reporting from the 1Illinois

Press Associ ati on; and
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WHEREAS, In March 2002, Representative Cow ishaw was
honored by the Illinois Coalition to End Honel essness for her
steadfast legislative efforts which have significantly
i mproved t he educat i onal rights of honeless students
nati onw de; she was presented a bronze statue of "Charlie",
an i mage that has becone synonynous with honel ess children in

[Ilinois; and

WHEREAS, Representati ve Cowishaw 1is a journalism
graduate of the University of Illinois, and has also been
awarded two honorary doctorates from Northwestern University
and M chigan State University; she and her husband, Wyne,
have lived in Naperville for nore than 40 years; they are the
proud parents of three adult children, Beth (husband, Davi d)
McDani el, John (wife, Jane) Cowlishaw, and Paula (husband,
Andrew) Rader and the grandparents of eight grandchil dren,
Jacob McDaniel, Zachary, WMxwell, Alexandria, and Rachel
Cow i shaw and Em |y, Elizabeth, and John Paul Rader; and

VWHEREAS, A violinist t hr oughout her adult life,
Representative Cow i shaw has perfornmed in concert wth a
group of her young constituents in the rotunda of the State

Capitol in Springfield; and

VWHEREAS, During her tenure in the |Illinois GCeneral
Assenbly, Representative Cowl i shaw s dedication, innovation,
and commtnent to education has set a precedent for future
| egi slators; she has not only inpressed the nmenbers on both
sides of the aisle in the Illinois House of Representatives,
but also nenbers of I|egislatures across t he nati on;

therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor the career of Representative Mary Lou Cowl ishaw as

she retires from her duties in the Illinois House of
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Representatives and we wsh her well in all of her future

endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
present ed to Representative Mary Lou Cowishaw as an

expression of our esteem
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