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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are saddened to |earn of the death of Dr.
Arnita Young Boswell, fornmerly of Chicago, who passed away

July 6, 2002, in Los Angeles, California; and

WHEREAS, Wien Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. led a massive
civil rights denonstration in Chicago in the sumer of 1966
Arnita Young Boswell directed the wonen's division of the

mar ch; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boswell was a social worker, wuniversity
professor, and titan in Chicago's social justice arena who
hel ped found the National Hook-Up of Black Wnen and the

League of Bl ack Wnen; and

WHEREAS, The sister of the late Wiitney M Young Jr., a
civil rights |leader who was executive director of the
Nati onal Urban League, Dr. Boswell shared her brother's
passion for social justice for prisoners, the poor, children,

senior citizens, wonen, Native Anericans and many ot hers; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boswell was born in Detroit, and her famly
noved to the canmpus of the Lincoln Institute of Kentucky,
where her father, Witney M Young Sr., taught and was a
princi pal; her nother, Laura, was the first African-Anmerican

femal e postmstress in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Boswell earned a degree in hone econom cs
from Kentucky State University in 1943 and a graduate degree
in social work from Atlanta University in Georgia; during
Wrld War Il she joined the American Red Cross, serving as a

recreation director for soldiers stationed in Germany; and

VWHEREAS, On her return, she becane a social worker with
the Red Cross and was trained to fly by a Tuskegee Airman at

Fisk University in Tennessee, where she net her first
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husband, WIlliam Yancy Bell Jr.; in the md-1950s, she

married Dr. Paul Boswell, a dermatol ogist; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boswell taught social work for 19 years at
the University of Chicago and |later was director of soci al
services at the University of Illinois at Chicago;, in the
m d-1980s she began work as nanager of the Fam |y Resource

Center in the city's Departnent of Human Services; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boswell's organization, the National Hook-Up
of Black Wnen, was a support base for black femal e
activists; she also founded the Chi cago-based consulting firm
Boswel | - Young & Associ ates, and her nenbershi ps included the
Wnen's Board of the Chicago Urban League, the Al pha Gamma Pi
sorority, The Chicago Network, and Protestants for the Common

Good; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Arnita Boswell will be deeply m ssed by al
those who knew her and | oved her, especially her daughter,
Bonni e Boswel |, and her husband, Atty. Roderick Ham I ton; her
sister, Eleanor Love; her two grandsons, Taylor Witney and
Evan Boswell Hamlton; and nunerous famly nenbers and

friends; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along with her famly and friends, the death of Dr.

Arnita Boswell; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Dr. Arnita Boswell wth our

si ncere condol ences.
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