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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Flight nurse and paranmedi c Ken Wheat of San Jose
wi |l be one of 26 people honored at the National Energency
Medi cal Services Menorial at the First Baptist Church of
Roanoke, Virginia, on May 25, 2002, for having made the

ultimate sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, Ken Weat's famly wll be presented with a
medal | i on, synbolizing eternal nmenory, a U S. flag that has
flowmn over the nation's capitol, synbolizing service to

country, and a white rose, synbolizing undying |ove; and

WHEREAS, Ken \Wheat graduated from San Jose H gh School in
1982 and joined the local rescue squad; his father, Dave
VWeat, has been a nenber of the fire departnent for many
years and attributes his son's interest in energency nedicine
to his involvenment in the departnent as he was grow ng up;

and

WHEREAS, Ken VWeat conpleted the three levels of
enmergency nedi cal technician education to becone a paranedi c;
during his studies, he worked for Springfield Menorial Center
Ener gency Departnment and then went on to St. John's Menori al
Medical Center in Springfield, where he enrolled in nurses

trai ning and becane a flight nurse; and

VWHEREAS, Ken Wheat continued his work at Springfield
Menorial Medical Center for another two years and then becane
the coordinator for the Regional Ogan Bank of Illinois;
after serving as coordi nator, he began work for OSF Saint
Francis Medical Center's Enmergency Departnent, which is a

| evel one trauma center; and

WHEREAS, Ken Weat and his girlfriend both voluntarily
traveled to lahoma Gty after the bonbing of the Federal

Building to offer their help; he then went on to becone a
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flight nurse with ARCH Air Medical Services Inc. of St.
Louis, Mssouri, where he died in the line of duty on June

14, 1997; and

VWHEREAS, Ken Weat was known from Chicago to St. Louis
for his skill as a flight nurse and paranedic and for his
dedication to saving lives; on the day of his funeral, the
ARCH Air helicopter hovered over the service attended by

busl oads of co-workers; and

WHEREAS, Ken Weat and 25 other individuals will have
t heir nanes engraved on bronze oak | eaves which will be added
to the "Tree of Life," the permanent nenorial on exhibit at
the "To the Rescue" nuseumin Roanoke, Virginia; therefore,

be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor the nenory of Ken Wheat for his selfless courage and
dedication and the ultimate sacrifice he made in the |ine of

duty; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to the famly of Ken \Weat.
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