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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Research has indicated that up to two years of

participation in post - secondary educati on hel ps to
significantly increase the lifetime earnings of all adults;
and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois Board of H gher Education is the
State of Illinois' planning and coordinating agency for

hi gher education policy; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois Board of Higher Education has
established a goal to increase access and participation in
hi gher education for all Illinois residents, especially those
anong the |owest participating groups including the |ow

i ncone and Hi spanic; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois Consortium on | nt ernati onal
Educati on has highlighted the val ue of student exchanges with

Mexi co, particularly for financially needy students; and

VWHEREAS, Hi spanic students are the fastest grow ng
col l ege student population in Illinois, now nunbering over

43, 000 students enrolled; and

WHEREAS, The Hi spanic popul ation of Illinois has grown by

65 percent since the 1990 census; and

VWHEREAS, A nunber of undocunented Hispanic students
reside in the State of Illinois and seek hi gher education

opportunity; and

WHEREAS, The resi dency status and t r eat ment of
undocunented Illinois students has been raised as a potenti al
barrier for increased participation by Hi spanic students in
public post-secondary institutions in Illinois; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we respectfully request that the Illinois Board of Hi gher
Educati on undertake an analysis of the relative treatnent of
undocunented residents in the admssions process of al

II'linois public colleges and universities; in addition, we
further request that the adm nistrators review past, current,
and future plans to increase participation rates anong
Hi spanic students in Illinois and offer suggestions for
removing existing barriers to participation in hi gher
education for both docunented and undocunented Hi spanic

students; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Illinois Board of H gher Education
report its findings to the Illinois House of Representatives

by Decenber 1, 2002.
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