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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Located on the northwest side of Chicago in the
Logan Square nei ghborhood, Stewarts Private Bl end Food, Inc.
is a conpany with a long and distinguished tradition of

manuf acturing quality coffees and teas; and

VWHEREAS, These products are distributed to sone of
Chicago's finest clubs, restaurants and hotels, and to
grocery stores, gournet shops, offices, and institutions
t hroughout the United States; today, Stewarts Private Blend
Foods remains Chicago's oldest fam|ly-owned coffee conpany;

and

WHEREAS, Forner Ceneral Mtors executive WIlliam A
Stewart, a world travel er and connoi sseur of fine coffees and
teas, founded the conpany in Chicago in 1913; he would travel
t hroughout the world, particularly to the Orient, to find the
best bl ends that would produce the rarest coffees and teas;

and

VWHEREAS, Stewarts Private Blend Foods, Inc.'s specially
formul ated cof fees and teas becane known as "The Best of the
Best," and trains that traveled from Chicago to cities
t hroughout the country were always well-stocked with Stewarts
speci al blend coffees and teas; special honors bestowed upon
Stewarts Private Blend Foods, Inc. include being chosen as
the "Oficial Wrld s Fair Coffee" during the 1933-1934
Century of Progress Wirld's Fair held in Chicago; and

WHEREAS, Afer his death in 1941, WIlliamA Stewarts's
son, Donald R Stewart, becane president of Stewarts Private
Blend Foods, remaining at the head of the firmuntil 1975;
after Wworld War |1, many large coffee conpanies in the
Chicago area acquired famly-owned firns, however, Stewarts
Private Bl end Foods, Inc. remained i ndependent, refusing to

be bought out by the | arger conpanies; and
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WHEREAS, During the late 1950s and 1960s, Stewarts
Private Blend Foods, Inc. decided to broaden its base in the
faster-grow ng f ood- servi ce, i nstitutional, and
speci alty-food arenas; the conpany placed a new enphasi s upon
supplying its coffee and tea products to a rapidly grow ng
segnent of the market: fast food chains, restaurants and
gour et specialty shops, and the kitchens of hotels,
heal thcare facilities, schools, governnment agencies, and the
mlitary; today, Stewarts Private Bl end Foods has nore than
twenty food-service brokers working with the firms field
sales nmanager to market the conpany's food-service products;

and

WHEREAS, In addition to being a major supplier for retai
grocers and food service operations throughout the United
States, the conpany also fornul ates and manufactures quality
teas and coffees for other food manufacturers and grocery

chains that are sold under customor private |abels; and

WHEREAS, In 1975, WIlliam A Stewart, Donald R Stewart,
Jr., and Robert C  Stewart, grandsons of the conpany's
founder, assumed nutual |eadership of Stewart Private Bl end,
Inc.; other nenbers of the nmanagenent team include Dave
Giffiths, vice president of special projects; Ed Fabro, vice
president of plant operations; Robert Tonkins, director of
mar keting, and Elita Pagan, conptroller; the famly-oriented
conpany maintains an open-door policy for its approximtely
50- person staff, encouraging enployees to contribute their
i deas and frequently including themin product taste testing;

and

VWHEREAS, Roasting and bl ending the rarest gournet coffees
and teas from around the world continues to be the top
priority for Stewarts Private Blend Foods, Inc.; the conpany
is continually developing exciting new flavors and products

and plans to begin distribution of its products outside the
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United States; with an ongoing conmtnent to excellence first
established in 1913 by its founder, WlliamA Stewart, there
is no doubt Stewarts Private Blend Foods, Inc. wll remain

Chicago's own "The Best if the Best"; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor Stewarts Private Bl end Foods, Inc. for its continual
dedi cation and service for the past 89 years to the people of

Chi cago and t hroughout the world; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Wlliam A Stewart, Donald R Stewart, Jr., and

Robert C. Stewart as an expression of our esteem
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