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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are pleased to recognize mlestone events in

the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, It has cone to our attention that James P. Houk
is retiring from his duties as Chief of Police of the Gak

Lawn Police Departnent; and

VWHEREAS, Janes P. Houk was born and raised on the South
side of Chicago and noved to OGak Lawn in 1968; the son of a
Chi cago police officer, Jim joined the Gak Park Police

Departnent in 1971; and

WHEREAS, M. Houk distinguished hinself in the patro
division and served as a Cime Prevention Oficer and
Property Room Director; he was a nenber of the departnent's
Special Operations Service where he worked as an undercover

i nvestigator; and

VWHEREAS, M. Houk was pronoted to Sergeant in 1990 and in
1992 he was appointed to the position of Deputy Chief; on
Septenber 27, 1994 he was naned Chief of Police and becane
t he head of one of the |argest suburban departnments in Cook
County, overseeing the duties of 105 police officers and 57

civilian enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, As Chief, M. Houk was i nstrunent al in
noderni zing the Gak Lawn Police Departnent; he expanded the
community policing concepts in Gak Lawn as well as devel oped
and nmaintained youth-oriented prograns; he was responsible
for the gromth of the DDA.R E. program which reaches over
700 students annually, the developnent of the E D GE
(Education for Gang Evasion), and Peer Jury prograns; under
Janes Houk's guidance, a highly effective Tactical Response

Team a K-9 wunit, which currently has 2 German Shepherds
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trained for drug searching and tracking, and a bicycle patrol

unit were created; and

WHEREAS, During his tenure as Police Chief, Janes Houk
has supported the young people of the comunity in many ways;
in My 1995, he assisted Venture Crew 2618 by sponsoring its
charter and, in Decenber 2000, with M. Houk's support the

Law Enf orcenent Expl ores, Post 9805 was chartered; and

VWHEREAS, The Gak Lawn Police Departnent reaches out to
all segnments of the community and Chief Houk has seen that
hi s officers receive the ongoing training that is so

necessary in the field of |aw enforcenent; and

WHEREAS, Janes Houk and his wife Jean have been nmarried
for 34 vyears; they are the proud parents of Jim Jennifer,
Jannette, and John; they are also the proud grandparents of

Del aney, with another grandchild on the way; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Janes P. Houk on his retirement from his
duties as Chief of Police of the Gak Lawn Police Departnent;
we wsh himwell in all of his future endeavors; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to James P. Houk as an expression of our esteem
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